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TOWN REVAMP PLANNED WITH HUNDREDS OF HOMES NEAR HOSPITAL 



The new Midland Metropolitan Hospital 


HUNDREDS of homes are planned as part 
of a vision to transform a Sandwell town. 

Council bosses want to see homes spring 
up around the new Midland Metropolitan 
Hospital, which is being built in Smethwick 
as part of a regeneration of the area. 

The homes would be built around Grove 
Lane and Cranford Street, right next to the 
new hospital, close to the Birmingham bor¬ 
der. 

Sandwell Council said it was also keen to 
regenerate parts of north Smethwick, while 
continuing with improvements in West Bro¬ 
mwich town centre. 

The housing plans were included in a 
report setting out proposed changes in the 


borough over the next decade. Bosses said 
they intend to work with the West Midlands 
Combined Authority to help bring the pro¬ 
jects to fruition. 

Smethwick councillor Richard Marshall 
said there appeared to be exciting times 
ahead for the area. He said: “Smethwick 
is a place people want to live but at the 
moment we haven’t got enough homes or 
school places. We are desperate to get more 
homes built. 

“A lot of that land is old industry and 
is closed down. A hell of a lot of money is 
being pumped in around the hospital and it 
is good for the whole area.” 

Construction work on the £350 million 


‘super hospital’ is continuing to progress 
and it is expected to open its doors in spring 
2019, becoming Sandwell’s main hospital. 

Originally set to open in October 2018, 
the project was delayed by six months 
after bosses said ‘engineering difficulties’ 
meant completion would take longer than 
expected. 

Council bosses are also aiming to build 
more homes around West Bromwich town 
centre over the coming years. New prop¬ 
erties have already been built around Bull 
Street and it has been suggested more could 
be built on the site of the derelict Queens 
Square multi-storey car park, which has 
been earmarked for demolition. 


Taxi firm withdraws application to operate in borough 

U-TURN BY UBER 
OVER LICENCE BID 


CONTROVERSIAL taxi firm Uber has withdrawn an appli¬ 
cation to operate in Sandwell. 

The firm had lodged an application to become a private operator in 
Sandwell two years ago. But yesterday a spokesman said the bid had 
been dropped as it was not progressing and there are also enough cars 
in the borough to meet demand. 

It marks a U-turn for the company which had said it wanted to operate across the whole 
of the Black Country. It already has licences to work in Dudley, Wolverhampton and 


Walsall. The decision comes as the company 
to refuse a new licence. 

The transport authority said at the time 
that it determined Uber not to be ‘fit and 
proper to hold a private hire operator li¬ 
cence’. The Local Government Association 
has since asked a series of questions of the 
company over its operation. 

Yesterday, Uber spokesman Harry 
Porter said: “We were in the process [of 
applying for a private operator licence 
at Sandwell Council] for two years - and 
things weren’t progressing. 

“There were also enough cars in the area 
to meet rider demand. So Sandwell was no 
longer needed. We will of course revisit this 
should things change.” 

Mr Porter said applications for pri¬ 
vate operator licences took ‘usually a few 
months’. When asked why the application 
for a licence at Sandwell Council had taken 
so long, he said: “The question is for the 
council sadly.” 

Councillor Steve Eling, leader of 
Sandwell Council said: “Uber made the 


appeals a decision by Transport for London 

Report by Alex Ross 


decision to withdraw its application for a 
private hire operator licence in Sandwell.” 

Mr Porter said Uber had licences from 
more than 80 councils. He said: “Over the 
last year a small number of licence applica¬ 
tions lapsed while we focused on other areas 
and we’ve withdrawn from some, such as 
Sandwell, as they were no longer necessary. 

“On rare occasions we’ve not pursued ap¬ 
plications as proposed conditions didn’t fit 
with how our app works, such as in Bourne¬ 
mouth where operators are unable to set 
the fares. While we had hoped this could be 
amended it became clear we needed to pause 
our application and have further conversa¬ 
tions with the council.” 

Uber works by people using a mobile 
phone app to book a taxi. 

GPS is used to put passengers in touch 
with the closest drivers to the pick-ups. 


Heathens fans keeping the faith 



Cradley Heathens racing for what could be the last time. Seen are fans Christopher Danks and Gary Chambers 

DEVOTED followers of the Cradley Heathens Doubts over available dates at Monmore Green 
flocked to support their team at what may be their for 2018 have case a shadow of doubt over the Hea- 
final league match. thens’ future. They have been homeless for more 

Despite being hit by Hurricane Ophelia’s gusts, than 20 years and had to meet at the homes of ri- 
fans turned out to the meet with Eastbourne which vals in Wolverhampton and Birmingham, 
narrowly ended in defeat for the local heroes. • Full story and pictures - Page 3 


COUNCIL 

Pay in advance 
call on displays 

FAMILIES heading to fireworks dis¬ 
plays in Sandwell have been urged 
to pay in advance as council bosses 
warned there would be limited tickets 
available in a bid to avoid the chaos 
that marred previous events. 

Event organisers are under pres¬ 
sure to ensure Bonfire Night displays 
run smoothly after hundreds of people 
were left queuing at the gates last year, 
leading to a raft of complaints. 

And they are keen to stop as many 
people as possible from buying tick¬ 
ets on the gate. Tickets for the show 
at Dartmouth Park in West Bromwich 
on Saturday, November 4 will be £1 
cheaper if bought online, while visitors 
could save £5 on a family ticket of two 
adults and three children. 

Leisure boss Councillor Richard 
Marshall has said he is confident the 
discounts will have an impact. The 
council was criticised over its handling 
of fireworks displays last year in an in¬ 
dependent report. 

PLANNING 

Health centre hope 
after negotiations 

PLANS to open a new health centre have 
moved a step forward with the council 
agreeing a sale price for the land. 

Officers at Sandwell Council now wait 
approval from councillors to sell the former 
site of Queslade House, in Queslade Road, 
Great Barr. If agreed, a consortium of doc¬ 
tors wanting to build the health centre on 
the site will submit an application for plan¬ 
ning permission. 

Councillor Paul Moore, the council’s 
cabinet member for regeneration and 
economic investment, said: “There is very 
clearly a need for a new health centre in 
this area of Great Barr.” 

It comes after Sandwell and West Bir¬ 
mingham Clinical Commissioning Body 
approved the scheme for the centre, which 
would include a pharmacy. 

In a report to last night, Wednesday’s 
meeting, it was said the sale price of the 
council-owned land had been agreed. 


INSIDE 


Amy’s Strictly 
staying on show 
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Multi-million pound transport plans 



The proposed sprint bus, left 


RAPID buses, upgrades to a main road 
and roundabout, and a new train station 
platform all form part of ambitious pro¬ 
posals to dramatically improve trans¬ 
port in Sandwell over the next decade. 

Council bosses have taken the wraps 
off congestion-busting plans, which 
include new sprint buses on Walsall 
Road, through Wednesbury and West 
Bromwich, and Hagley Road, Bearwood, 
bus-friendly improvements on the Bir¬ 
mingham New Road and an extra plat¬ 
form at Rowley Regis train station. 

Sandwell Council deputy leader Syeda 
Khatun MBE welcomed the plans, as she 


revealed residents have been crying out 
for transport improvements in Sandwell 
which often has congested roads. 

She said: “Sandwell is a built up area 
and has a problem with congestion. 
These plans will make it easier for peo¬ 
ple to travel through Sandwell and out 
the borough quicker.” 

Transport chiefs also remain hope¬ 
ful a long-running plan to revamp the 
Birchley Island in Oldbury will come to 
fruition. 

The multi-million pound proposals 
were included in a council report set¬ 
ting out the vision for transport in the 


borough over the coming years and are 
part of the Transport for West Midlands 
Movement for Growth 2026 Delivery 
Plan which aims to transform road and 
rail travel in the region over the next 
decade. 

The bendy sprint buses, which stop 
less often than regular buses and have 
been dubbed the ‘Metro’s little sister’, 
would travel along the two main roads, 
taking advantage of bus lanes and of¬ 
fering a more attractive proposition to 
passengers, in the hope more people will 
consider leaving their cars at home and 
reduce congestion. 


Strike ballot threat over 
pay at Kingsmill bakery 


UNION bosses have threatened 
a strike vote at a Kingsmill bak¬ 
ery in West Bromwich unless the 
company improves a pay offer to 
workers. 

More than 150 drivers and engi¬ 
neers working at Allied Bakery’s 
Kingsmill depot in Birmingham Road 
will be balloted for industrial action 
unless the bread maker makes a cost 
of living pay offer, Britain’s largest 
union, Unite has warned. 

Allied Bakeries has said it is ‘disap¬ 
pointed’ at the union’s action and believes 
it has made a good offer to the site’s driv¬ 
ers. Unite says the workers, who supply 
Kingsmill bread to Aldi, Asda, Co-op, Mor¬ 
risons, Sainsbury’s and Tesco across the 
Midlands and the North West, have grown 
“increasingly frustrated” with the firm 
since pay talks started in May. 

Warning that its members were at 
“breaking point”, Unite said it was highly 
likely that members would back industrial 
action in a strike vote. 

Inequality 

Unite regional officer Joe Clarke said: 
“Unite members have become increasingly 
frustrated by Kingsmill and the bosses’ re¬ 
fusal to recognise their hard work with a 
cost of living pay rise. 

“To add insult to injury we also have 
issues surrounding pay parity within the 
West Bromwich depot and pay inequality 
with other depots around the UK, in addi¬ 
tion to the use of sub-contractors. 

“Kingsmill should be under no illusion. 
Our members are highly likely to vote 
for strike action if given the opportunity, 
with strike action having a major impact 
on bread supplies to major supermarkets, 
such as Co-op and Tesco. 

“With workers’ pay packets getting 
squeezed because of inflation its time that 
Kingsmill stopped dragging its feet and of¬ 
fered a cost of living pay rise to these loyal 
hard working workers.” 



Fieldings Auctioneer Will Farmer with mosaic artist Caroline Jariwala at the Big Sleuth Auction 


AROUND £257,000 was raised in 
aid of charity as 91 colourful bears 
were auctioned off in un-bearliev- 
able style. 

The model sculptures were from 
the Big Sleuth art trail, which has 
taken place in parts of the Black 
Country and Birmingham over the 
summer. 

Hundreds packed into the venue 
at Millennium Point in Birming¬ 
ham for the auction last Thursday. 

The highest sellers came in at 
£9,000 for Buzz Bear, created by 


Julia Allum, and Peony Passion at 
£8,000, created by Michelle Turton. 

All money raised went towards 
Birmingham Children’s Hospital. 

Fielding’s Auctioneers, based in 
Stourbridge, held the auction and 
took bids from inside the room and 
over the internet. An emotional 
video was held at the start of the 
show highlighting the work the 
hospital does for the children. 

Will Farmer, director of Field¬ 
ings, said he was overwhelmed by 
the amount raised. He explained: 


“It was an amazing evening with 
such an exciting atmosphere. We 
had a real mixed bag of collectors, 
artists and the public. Some people 
had never been to an auction before 
so it got really tense at times. 

“Birmingham Children’s Hos¬ 
pital do a fantastic job. It was the 
outlining essence of why everyone 
was there. One of the highlight’s 
was when the Peaky Blinders Bear 
was welcomed on stage by two 
chaps who acted out scenes from 
the show.” 


NHS trust 
chief is a 
finalist 
in awards 

THE Chief Executive of Sandwell and 
West Birmingham Hospitals NHS Trust 
has been shortlisted for a prestigious na¬ 
tional award. Toby Lewis is a finalist in 
the Chief Executive of the Year category 
for the Health Ser¬ 
vice Journal (HSJ) 
Awards, whilst the 
Trust is also up for 
two more awards. 

The Sustainabil¬ 
ity team has been 
shortlisted for the 
Improving Environ¬ 
mental and Social 
Sustainability cate¬ 
gory and the Diabe¬ 
tes team is a finalist in the Specialised 
Service Redesign category for delivering 
the DiCE model (Diabetes in Commu¬ 
nity Extension) service. 

Mr Lewis, said of his nomination: “It 
is an honour to be shortlisted. But this 
is also recognition for all my colleagues.” 

Mr Lewis joined the Trust in 2013 and 
is well known for his work in encourag¬ 
ing the community to lead healthier life¬ 
styles with the publication of the Trust’s 
first ever five year Public Health Plan in 
2014 that promotes partnership working 
to support the community. He is also the 
driving force behind the Midland Metro¬ 
politan Hospital, the £350million hospi¬ 
tal currently under construction. 

Saturday service 
for shop to stop 

A SERVICE offering advice on council 
tax, benefits and housing is to be axed 
on Saturdays due to a drop in demand. 

More than 3,000 people continue 
to use the One Stop Shop at Sandwell 
council house in Oldbury during the 
week, which will continue. But footfall 
on Saturdays has dropped with more 
people opting to contact services online 
and over the phone, leading bosses to 
take the decision to stop the service. 

The limited Saturday service has been 
available from 9am to noon at the One 
Stop Shop in the council house in Old¬ 
bury. An average of just 50 people use 
the One Stop Shop on Saturdays. Bosses 
said a recent survey showed almost 90 
per cent of Saturday visitors would be 
prepared to visit during the week or use 
the service by phone or online. 

TV chef Brian's pride 
to receive uni honour 

A RENOWNED chef has received an 
Honorary Fellowship, calling the award 
a ‘privilege’. Brian Turner CBE received 
the Honorary Fellowship by University 
College Birmingham. He received the 
award for his ongoing commitment to 
the university’s College of Food. 



Chief-Toby Lewis 
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Operator 
gets 7-year 
ban to run 
bus services 

A BUS operator who had ‘little or no 
idea’ about his responsibilities has 
been handed a seven-year ban by the 
West Midlands Traffic Commissioner. 

The owner of a Tipton-based bus 
firm Sandwell Travel Ltd, which ran 
services in Walsall, Birmingham, Bil- 
ston, Darlaston, Brownhills, Willen- 
hall and West Bromwich - has had his 
transport licence revoked until 2024 
after an inquiry. 

Sukhwinder Singh has also been 
disqualified indefinitely from acting 
as a transport manager, following the 
public inquiry, held by Nick Denton 
in Birmingham. Investigations by the 
Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency 
(DVSA) revealed a number of issues, 
including that one of the company’s 
vehicles had lost a wheel on a busy A 
road in November 2016 and that the 
company had an 83 per cent failure 
rate for vehicle MOTs. 

As well as this, some vehicles op¬ 
erated by the company had not been 
given safety inspections on time - in 
one instance, there was a 45-week gap 
between checks. Another concern was 
that after October 2016, the company 
did not have any experienced or me¬ 
chanically qualified staff, even though 
vehicles were serviced on site. 

In a report, the West Midlands 
Traffic Commissioner said: “It is only 
by good luck that serious injury or 
worse was not caused by the wheel 
loss incident.” 

Safer 6 in town 
to offer advice 

WEDNESBURY town centre will play 
host to a Safer 6 campaign informa¬ 
tion and advice roadshow on Tuesday 
from 10.30am to 12.30pm. 

The event will be held in the town 
square in Union Street, at the junc¬ 
tion with High Bullen. A host of 
organisations and services will be 
providing safety, security and health 
advice, including Wednesbury Local, 
police, trading standards, anti-social 
behaviour team, Riverside Housing, 
Connexions, libraries, Sandwell fos¬ 
tering service and DECCA. 

Sandwell Crime Prevention Panel 
volunteers will be handing out secu¬ 
rity freebies while young people can 
check out the Youth Bus. 

Follow the Safer 6 campaign on 
Twitter using the #Safer6 hashtag. 


Union J in switch 

BOYBAND Union J are the latest act 
to be added to the bill for the Christ¬ 
mas lights switch-on at Merry Hill 
shopping centre. The group will join 
Fleur East and The Vamps at the fes¬ 
tive celebrations, on November 18. 


Lidl store to be bigger, under new plans 



The Horseley Heath Lidl store 


DISCOUNT supermarket Lidl has 
revealed plans to knock down one of 
its shops and replace it with a huge 
new superstore. The chain is keen to 
create a bigger store in Great Bridge, 
potentially resulting in more jobs. 
Under new plans, its store on Horse- 
ley Heath would be bulldozed along 
with a van sales firm to make room 
for the new superstore. 

The rebuilt Lidl would occupy a 
space almost double the size, with 


bosses saying they need a larger store 
to meet growing demand. 

The budget retailer has enjoyed a 
boom in recent years with many shop¬ 
pers choosing it and rival Aldi over 
the traditional ‘big four’ supermar¬ 
kets. Plans to create the larger store, 
along with a 120-space car park, have 
been lodged with Sandwell Council 
with a decision expected in the next 
few months. Lidl suggested the im¬ 
provement works in Great Bridge 


could be part of a wider scheme to up¬ 
grade shops across the country. 

The revamp would continue Lidl’s 
investment in the area, which has 
seen it open a huge distribution cen¬ 
tre next to the M6 in Wednesbury. 

Great Bridge councillor Pete Allen 
said he believed the expansion would 
be a boost for the area. He said: “I 
think it will be brilliant. The car park 
there is always pretty well full and 
more competition is always welcome.” 


Fans call for their own 
stadium to end doubts 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Family tributes 
to tragic doctor 

THE family of a doctor who was killed 
when her bike collided with a lorry on 
a busy road have paid tribute to the 
‘caring, adventurous’ 32-year-old. 

Suzanna Bull died at the scene 
after the collision at the junction of 
Edgbaston Road and Pershore Road 
at around 4pm on Monday. 

In a statement, her family said: 
“Suzie was only 32, a determined, car¬ 
ing, adventurous young doctor with a 
great future ahead. We have lost, all 
too soon, a beautiful daughter, sister 
and friend to so very many.” 

The lorry driver stopped at the 
scene and is assisting police with in¬ 
vestigations. 

Pop-up poppy 
shop set to open 

A NEW pop-up poppy shop is opening 
ahead of Remembrance events. 
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Cradley Heathens, racing for what could be the last time David Boxley has been a supporter since 1960 


FANS of a Black Country 
speedway club are frustrat¬ 
ed but hopeful for the future 
of their team following what 
may have been their final 
ever fixture. 

Followers of the Cradley Hea¬ 
thens flocked to see their meet 
with Eastbourne on a windy Mon¬ 
day night - with the Heathens 
losing out by just three points. 

The Heathens have been homeless 
for more than 20 years, meaning they 
have had to meet at the homes of ri¬ 
vals in Wolverhampton and Birming¬ 
ham. 

But despite the promising support 
this season many fans have been left 
scratching their heads about the fu¬ 
ture of their team. It is not known 
whether the Heathens will be allowed 
to continue to use Monmore Green, 
the home of Wolverhampton Wolves 
which is owned by bookmaker Lad¬ 
brokes, next season due to the Wolves 
having more fixtures to play. 

Crowds 

Ken Cotter, aged 61, from Cradley, 
said: “The last three to four years, it’s 
been Ladbrokes that have let us ride. 

“We have ridden at Birmingham, 
which is not suitable, a lot of fans 
won’t travel that far - it is a Lad¬ 
brokes stadium but they just won’t 
travel. You don’t see the crowds like 
you do here. I think if they can get 
Ladbrokes to agree for us to ride on a 
separate night to the big teams then I 
think we’ll be fine. 

“The problem we face with speed¬ 
way is the noise, that’s why there’s a 
curfew at 10 o’clock even here. 

“If they get a piece of land and they 
say speedway, people automatically 
say we don’t want it the noise, so the 
council throw it out.” 

Ken and his wife Vicki have been 
coming to the Monmore Green sta¬ 
dium since 2010. Vicki, 58, said: 
“Every year it is a shame because we 


cant look for riders and start looking 
and build a team for the next year be¬ 
cause we don’t know whether we’re 
going to have a track to ride on. 

“You’re left at the end of the season 
where all the best riders have been 
snapped up that you were looking at. 
It’s frustrating that we can’t have 
our own track. It would be nice if you 
had got your own track to ride on and 
you know the certainty is there every 
year.” 

Super fan David Boxley from Crad¬ 
ley Heath has been backing the team 
since the 1960s. The 57-year-old, who 
doesn’t think noise should be an issue, 
is keen to see the team get a place they 
can call home. He said: “It will be very 
disappointing if this is our last season. 
It’s difficult to put into words really 


how much of a loss it will be to the 
supporters. I have been supporting 
Cradley from the 1960’s. 

“My first meeting I was still in the 
pram. When they reopened in 2010 it 
was a good opportunity to blow the 
dust off the scarf. It’s a social thing as 
well not just for the sport. 

“They will need the spare nights to 
fulfil their meetings and this season, it 
was a bit tight, it was touch and go but 
we managed a couple of double header 
meetings. That enabled us to do two 
or three meetings this year. 

“It was good that we could get the 
meetings at Birmingham as well - not 
everybody’s first choice mainly be¬ 
cause of the viewing not being so good 
at Birmingham as it is here. 

“Ultimately we’ve got to try and 


get somewhere of our own because 
we’re relying on Wolverhampton and 
Birmingham. If Birmingham were 
to move up into a higher division, it 
would mean more meetings for them 
so less opportunity for us.” 

Officials at the club say the search 
has been on for a stadium since their 
reformation seven years ago. 

Cradley Heathens club promoter 
Gary Patchett said: “If the number of 
teams in Wolverhampton’s league, the 
top league, increases next year, that 
will increase the number of home fix¬ 
tures Wolverhampton have next sea¬ 
son. We brought the club back to life 
in 2010, we’ve been looking for a site 
to develop as a stadium since 2010 and 
before, and other people tried before 
us.” 


From Monday until Remembrance 
Sunday, the shop at Merry Hill will be 
selling a host of poppy-related goods 
to help shoppers show support for The 
Royal British Legion. All Poppy Shop 
profits will go to the charity which 
helps veterans and their families. 

Sure to sell out is 2017’s edition of 
the dazzling red crystal Poppy Brooch. 
Available in both medium and large. 

A full range of the poppy shop’s col¬ 
lection can be found at online at www. 
poppyshop. org.uk. 

Hospice praised 
after site visit 

STAFF at a newly-opened hospice 
have been praised for their valued 
work following a site visit. 

Councillor Ann Shackleton visited 
the Heart of Sandwell Day Hospice in 
her role as chair of Sandwell’s health 
and wellbeing board to discuss ser¬ 
vices and talk to patients. 

The day hospice, based at Rowley 
Regis Hospital, offers to improve the 
quality of life to people with a life-lim¬ 
iting illness during a structured 12- 
week programme. Since opening its 
doors in April, the hospice has helped 
palliative patients. 

Buses diverted 
after car crash 

A FOUR-CAR crash saw buses divert¬ 
ed and long delays on a busy main 
route. The collision partially blocked 
Birmingham Road in Oldbury, forcing 
buses on alternative routes. 

Emergency services were called to 
the smash which happened at around 
2pm last Wednesday. Four people had 
been able to get out of their cars by the 
time paramedics arrived at the scene. 
They were treated for minor injuries 
and did not need to be hospitalised. 
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COUNTY NEWS 

Call for reports on 
accident hotspots 

A FORMER mayor has called for 
councils to publish details on the 
number of accidents at spots where 
speed cameras could be poised to 
make a return. 

West Midlands Police and Crime 
Commissioner David Jamieson con¬ 
firmed that he is in talks with Black 
Country councils around bringing 
them back. 

But former Walsall mayor Peter 
Smith has issued a word of caution on 
the move. He said: “Motorists will be 
suspicious that this is a move to raise 
money, unless evidence is produced 
that demonstrates the chosen loca¬ 
tions are proven hotspots.” 

Keith Allen named 
as Comic Con star 

ACTOR, comedian and musician 
Keith Allen is coming to Birming¬ 
ham’s Comic Con. 

The event, at the NEC, will also 
feature Veronica Taylor, known for 
voicing the part of Ash Ketchum in 
Pokemon. Keith is best known for his 
roles in films Trainspotting, Eddie 
The Eagle and TV’s Robin Hood. 

Keith was a member of London 
punk band Atoms in the late 70s and 
later Fat Les, a band which also fea¬ 
tured artist Damien Hurst and Blur 
bassist Alex James. Keith will be at 
Comic Con on both November 18 and 
19. Autographs with the star will cost 
£20, and photo sessions cost £24. 

Cat owners alerted 
over fatal virus 

A POTENTIALLY fatal virus has in¬ 
fected cats across the West Midlands. 
The RSPCA is urging cat owners to 
get their pets vaccinated. 

It comes after vets spotted a rise 
in stray cats arriving at Birmingham 
Animal Hospital suffering with feline 
panleukopenia (FPV). Senior clinician 
at the hospital Joanna Szkutnicki 
said: “FPV is a severe disease that 
can prove fatal. Symptoms can include 
vomiting, diarrhea, flu-like symptoms, 
lethargy and also sudden collapse.” 

Air ambulance lottery 
hits 80,000 backers 

AN air ambulance charity’s lottery 
has reached 80,000 subscribers and 
now funds more than 750 missions 
every year. 

Midland Air Ambulance hopes to get 
100,000 subscribers for its Lifesaving 
Lottery. Last year the lottery raised 
£2.7 million. It needs in excess of £7m 
a year to operate its three helicopters. 
To subscribe visit www.midland- 
sair ambulance. com/lottery 


£l5k illegal smokes and vodka are seized 


TRADING standards seized more 
than £15,000 of illegal tobacco and 
counterfeit vodka during raids car¬ 
ried out in a Black Country borough. 

More than 150,000 illegal ciga¬ 
rettes and packets of rolling tobacco, 
and four bottles of vodka, were con¬ 
fiscated in the operations held across 
Sandwell. 

Sandwell Council’s leader Steve 
Eling warned shop owners risk losing 


their licence if caught out. Meanwhile, 
Bob Charnley, trading standards and 
licensing manager at Sandwell, ex¬ 
plained that illegal tobacco sales en¬ 
courage children and young adults to 
smoke. 

A sniffer dog was used during the 
operations held in Rowley Regis and 
West Bromwich. Concealed stashes 
of illegal tobacco were found hidden 
inside the four shops - with hiding 


laces including ones behind a fuse 
ox, a false wall and in crisp boxes. 

The raids were carried out in a joint 
intelligence-led operation between 
Sandwell trading standards and West 
Midlands Police as part of the annual 
Safer 6 campaign. 

The shops are now being investi¬ 
gated and face criminal prosecution 
which could result in an unlimited 
fine and 10 years imprisonment. 


Mr Charnley added: “All tobacco is 
harmful but the availability of illegal 
cheap cigarettes makes it harder for 
smokers to quit.” Councillor Eling 
said: “The detection dogs can find to¬ 
bacco and cigarettes even if it is hid¬ 
den in the most unlikely places.” 

To contact Trading Standards offi¬ 
cials, call the Fakes Hotline on 0300 
3032636 or visit sandwell.gov.uk/trad- 
ingstandards to report suspects. 


Bah humbug! Misery 
as rail route to close 


Report by Richard Guttridge 

RAIL passengers are braced 
for major disruption over 
the festive season as a train 
line is shut. 

The route between Wolver¬ 
hampton and Birmingham will 
be closed between Christmas Eve 
and January 3 for engineering 
works. 

A ‘very limited’ service will be avail¬ 
able via Walsall - but many passengers 
will have to use replacement buses in¬ 
stead. Network Rail hopes to create as 
few problems as possible by running 
the project when most workers are off. 

But the closure could cause a head¬ 
ache for people using the rail network 
over Christmas and is also set to create 
problems for Wolves fans travelling to 
Molineux on New Year’s Day. 

West Brom also have home fixtures 
on Boxing Day and January 30, mean¬ 
ing Baggies fans who normally get con¬ 
necting trains from Birmingham New 
Street will have to change their plans. 

Crowds 

Wolves welcome Brentford to Mo¬ 
lineux on January 1, a day when there 
are traditionally bumper crowds at 
football matches. 

Many supporters head into Wol¬ 
verhampton from the Black Country 
and beyond on the train and will have 
to make other arrangements. While 
Albion host Everton on Boxing Day 
before a home match against Arsenal 
on December 30. The job is part of the 
latest phase of resignalling at Birming¬ 
ham New Street. 

A report to Sandwell Council by 
Transport for West Midlands said: 
“Major engineering work is occurring 
over the Christmas and New Year pe¬ 
riod as the next phases of the Birming¬ 
ham New Street resignalling project 
are delivered.” 


Amy dances at the doble to get through 



Amy with Brian Conley on Strictly, and inset with her partner Ben Jones 


BLACK Country dancer Amy 
Dowden and her celebrity partner 
Brian Conley waltzed through to 
the next round of Strictly Come 
Dancing. 

The 26-year-old who lives in 
Dudley and runs dance classes in 
Tipton and Great Barr performed 
the paso doble to I Believe in a 
Thing Called Love by The Dark¬ 
ness with Conley on Saturday 
night. 

The pair’s performance kept 
them out of the bottom two in the 
public vote, thereby sparing them 
the dance-off to stay in the com¬ 
petition. 

The judges had marked them 
third bottom, scoring 21 points. 

Judge Bruno Tonioli had 
dubbed the performance ‘punko 
doble’. 

Miss Dowden runs an academy 
called Art in Motion, with classes 
in Tipton, Wombourne and Great 
Barr. She moved from Caerphilly 
in south Wales six years ago to 
Dudley, where she lives with part¬ 
ner Ben Jones. 

Miss Dowden also teaches at 
Hallfield School in Edgbaston. 

Richard Batchelor, headmaster 
at Hallfield School, said: “We’re 
so proud of how far Amy has 
come. 

“Both Amy and Ben have been 
a real asset to the school since 
they started teaching here five 
years ago so we will be follow¬ 
ing her journey on Strictly Come 
Dancing intently. 

Good Morning Britain pre¬ 
senter Charlotte Hawkins and 
EastEnders star Davood Ghadami 
faced each other in the dance-off, 
with the TV presenter coming 
bottom and leaving the show. 


Volunteers 
in clean-up 
fill total of 
1,000 bags 

A CLEAN-UP campaign targeting 
Black Country rubbish sites has seen 
more than 1,000 bags of waste collect¬ 
ed. 

More than 1,300 volunteers across 
Sandwell worked at 102 events in the 
borough’s six towns in the scheme 
run by Sandwell Council, partner 
Serco and the Litterwatch team. 

Council chiefs hailed The Big 
Spring Clean Campaign, which saw 
volunteers come from 10 community 
groups and four local companies. 

Councillor David Hosell, cabinet 
member for highways and environ¬ 
ment, said: “The Big Spring Clean 
has done another marvellous job for 
the borough and its inhabitants and I 
would like to thank each and everyone 
of them. 

“It is really heart-warming to see 
the huge number of volunteers and I 
was particularly pleased that so many 
schoolchildren were involved in these 
activities. 

“At the same time I think I should 
point out that it is in fact sad that we 
have to spend so much time clearing 
up rubbish which should never have 
been dropped so irresponsibly in the 
first place. I would like to think that 
we could learn from this campaign 
and urge everyone to take home their 
packages and cans instead of dropping 
them in the streets.” 

Teams, including 812 schoolchil¬ 
dren who helped to tackle the mount¬ 
ing issue, worked to fill 1,147 bags of 
rubbish, 202 bags of cans and 11 skips 
during their work at schools, opens 
spaces and other sites. 

All together those involved also 
travelled over 1,000 miles during the 
campaign to clean up the borough. 

Inmates deny 
prison mutiny 

THREE men have denied taking part 
in disturbances at Winson Green 
jail which caused millions of pounds 
worth of damage. Jayon Foster, aged 
34, Hayden Mills, 23, and Sean Km- 
sella, 29, all pleaded not guilty to a 
charge of prison mutiny at Birming¬ 
ham Crown Court last Wednesday. 

The charge alleges that the men 
engaged in conduct with one or more 
other persons “intending to further a 
common purpose of overthrowing law¬ 
ful authority” at HMP Birmingham 
on December 16 last year. 

Foster, of Erdington, Birming¬ 
ham, was granted bail until a trial on 
March 12 next year. Mills and Kin- 
sella were remanded in custody. G4S, 
which operates the jail, confirmed 
that refurbishing the damaged prison 
wings cost £1.7 million, while repairs 
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£85k traffic 
scheme set 
to start at 
junctions 

WORK on an £85,000 scheme to im¬ 
prove traffic flow at two Great Barr 
road junctions will start at the week¬ 
end. 

The traffic signals and control boxes 
at the Scott Arms junction and the 
junction of the A34 Birmingham Road 
and Chapel Lane are being upgraded 
so they can be wirelessly controlled. 

Work will start on the Scott Arms 
junction on Saturday and should be 
completed next Wednesday. During 
the work, the junction will be con¬ 
trolled by temporary traffic lights and 
lane closures. 

Lane closures will be restricted to 
off peak times during weekdays while 
the work is being done. 

Work will then start at the Chapel 
Lane junction on the Wednesday and 
should be completed by Saturday Oc¬ 
tober 29. Temporary signals will also 
be in use. 

Sandwell Council highways chief 
Councillor David Hosell said: “Every¬ 
one knows these are busy junctions 
and whatever we can do to improve 
congestion here is going to benefit a 
lot of drivers. This work will mean we 
can remotely control the lights when 
there is a crash or breakdown, or if 
traffic is heavy for another reason.” 

The scheme is being funded by the 
National Productivity Investment 
Fund and is part of a £272,000 pot to 
install wireless controls at busy junc¬ 
tions. 

Living wage hope 
for council staff 

SANDWELL Council will be paying 
all its staff at least the Living Wage 
from next April. Under the proposals, 
it is expected that hundreds of coun¬ 
cil workers and school staff would see 
their pay packets increase by around 
six to eight per cent. 

The increase would apply to around 
150 council employees and 650 staff 
working in schools - including clean¬ 
ers, learning support assistants, play- 
workers, nursery staff and school 
crossing wardens. The move would 
cost the council around £1 million 
over three years. The Living Wage is 
set independently based on what peo¬ 
ple need to earn to live and for 2018 
is expected to be set at around £8.70 
an hour, compared with the national 
living wage of £7.50 for over 25s. 


Trudy in city gig 

TRUDY and the Romance are taking 
their rock’n’roll on tour. To support 
the release of their Junkyard Jazz ER 
they are going on a 13-date UK tour 
which ends at Birmingham’s Sun¬ 
flower Lounge on November 16. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Builder aids Joshua's Olympic target 



Archer, Joshua Smith, aged 12 


A REGIONAL builder has given a 
young Birmingham archer a cash 
boost as part of its new sporting ini¬ 
tiative to help the youngster achieve 
his Olympic dream. 

Persimmon Homes Central 
launched its Healthy Communities 
scheme earlier this year, with £750 
up for grabs each month for the rest 
of 2017. The money is to be spent on 
sports kit, equipment, coaching or fa¬ 
cilities. Joshua Smith, aged 12, from 
Shard End, was diagnosed with au¬ 
tism, ADHD, dyspraxia, Nonverbal 
Tourette’s and anxiety but has used 


his love of archery to help him cope 
with his disabilities. 

His mother Rebeccah Smith said: 
“All of Joshua’s issues have had an 
impact on his life every day and, in 
the past, he has described how he 
feels like an alien because he feels dif¬ 
ferent from other children. 

“However, archery has helped him 
focus his energy and anxiety into a 
sport he loves. He has not let his dis¬ 
abilities stand in the way of him fol¬ 
lowing his dream of one day becoming 
an Olympic archer and representing 
Great Britain. We are very proud of 


him and cannot thank Persimmon 
Homes enough for their support and 
encouragement.” 

Joshua has been practising archery 
for nearly three years and is already 
an athlete on the Archery GB Olym¬ 
pic Programme and is the youngest 
archer in the squad.” 

A shortlist of 30 will then be cre¬ 
ated for a national final to be decided 
on a public vote, with the winning 
club or individual receiving £200,000 
while two runners-up will receive 
£50,000 each. To find out more, visit 
www.persimmonhomes.com/charity 


have ABK as the exclusive beer for 
Oktoberfest UK 2017.” Festivities 
will roll into 24 UK cities, includ¬ 
ing Birmingham from October 18 
to 22, with an estimated 5,000 
merrymakers enjoying pints of 
ABK each night. Rok boss Mark 
Jones said: “It’s exciting to be 
part of something like this.” 


Restaurant's Asha 
to be wax figure 

THE legendary singer and actress 
who was the inspiration for Asha’s 
restaurant in Birmingham’s Newhall 
Street has been immortalised in wax 
at Madame Tussaud’s. 

Asha’s is one of Birmingham’s most 
successful restaurants and is a favour¬ 
ite with visiting celebrities. It was a 
double winner in 2016, being named 
winner of the restaurant award in the 
Asian Business Awards Midlands and 
best spice restaurant in the Midlands 
by the British Curry Awards. Named 
after Asha Bhosle, it opened in De¬ 
cember 2006. Her wax figure will go 
centre stage when a Madame Tus- 
sauds opens in Delhi on December 1. 

Ready for a spin 
with the RPMs 

STRAIGHT off the back of a string of 
summer gigs and festivals, The RPMs 
are back on tour to promote their lat¬ 
est single. 

They are hoping for a decent crowd 
when they hit Birmingham’s Sun¬ 
flower Lounge on December 2. 

The RPMs recently released their 
second EP Agents Of Change in June 
2017 through Xtra Mile Recordings. 

For tickets, priced at £6.60, visit 
www.seetickets.com/event/the-rpms/ 
the-sunflower-lounge/1151684 and 
for more information on the Brighton 
lads visit www.the-rpms.co.uk 

Spooky event at 
Sea Life Centre 

FAMILIES are invited to a special 
spook-tacular half term event at Na¬ 
tional Sea Life Centre Birmingham. 

The Spooky Seas event runs until 
October 31. People will be able to feast 
their eyes on the attraction’s jellyfish 
species, which have been in existence 
for over 600 million years, these in¬ 
triguing characters move like ghosts 
through the water. 

For further information or to pre¬ 
book tickets online before your visit, 
go to www.SEALIFE.co.uk/birming- 
ham/. Reduced prices are available for 
tickets booked in advance. 

Ghost tours due of 
'haunted'theatre 

A BIRMINGHAM theatre is offering 
after-dark ghost tours. 

They are planned at the New Alex¬ 
andra Theatre in Station Street, Bir¬ 
mingham, for October 27 at 8pm, 9pm 
and 10pm. The theatre is claimed to 
have at least five ghosts that haunt it. 
The Alex opened in 1901 and was orig¬ 
inally called the Lyceum 

The 10pm tour will be a lock in to 
experience the auditorium in the small 
hours. 


Questions remain over 
death of woman, 93 


THE family of a 93-year-old wom¬ 
an who was found dead at her care 
home have demanded more an¬ 
swers about the circumstances of 
her death. 

A coroner ruled an open verdict due to 
‘conflicting evidence’ after Margaret Jan- 
ney was found dead at Roxburgh House 
Care Home in Cradley Heath on Friday, 
February 10. 

Ms Janney’s niece said: “A number of serious 
questions remain unanswered.” 

The pensioner, from West Bromwich, was 
said to have been found dead under her bed at 
Roxburgh Care Home in Cradley Heath. 

Staff failed to call 999 after finding her dead 
and instead called the non-emergency 111. 

Staff member Caroline Bomber, who was 
later dismissed from the home, told Black 
Country Coroner’s Court how she found Ms 
Janney on her left side beneath her own bed. 
Miss Bomber said she checked for a pulse be¬ 
fore moving her on to the bed. 

A post mortem of Margaret revealed she died 
due to acute left ventricular failure. 

Negligence 

The inquest heard Dr Suhail Muzaffar, who 
performed Ms Janney’s autopsy, said she suf¬ 
fered a heart attack. 

Richard Follis, a partner in Access Legal So¬ 
licitors medical negligence team representing 
the family at inquest, said: “A number of se¬ 
rious questions remain unanswered. How did 
Margaret come to be on the floor, for how long 
did she lie there, when did she suffer multiple 
rib fractures and when did she pass away?” 

Janice Bowes-Yarnall, Margaret’s niece and 
last living relative, was informed of her aunt’s 
death at 11.40pm on the Friday. She said she 
was told in a brief telephone call, and in the 
next four days could get no more information. 

She said: “The questions about my aunt’s 
death keep going round and round in my head. 
Why were we told that my aunt was returned 
to bed to ‘preserve her dignity’ when clearly it 
was an attempt to present a misleading picture 
of the circumstances in which she died?” 


Oktoberfests get ready to Rok 



Graham Higgins and Mark Jones, of ROK Drinks, which is supplying the beer for UK Oktoberfest events 


BREWERS behind a 700-year 
Bavarian tipple are celebrating it 
being crowned the exclusive beer 
at Oktoberfest festivals. 

Wolverhampton-based Rok 
Drinks, which manufactures ABK 
Bavarian Beer in a European 
factory, announced its alcoholic 
drink will take centre stage at 


this year’s events. It comes after 
bosses reached an exclusive agree¬ 
ment to supply the craft beer to all 
the German-themed celebrations 
across the country. 

John Freeman, director of bars 
at Freemans Event Partners 
- which runs the Oktoberfest 
events - said: “We’re delighted to 
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Debt: No 
it’s not all 
fault of the 
bankers 


POPULAR wisdom is that the financial 
crash 10 years ago was solely down to 
those who worked in the banking sector. 
Were it not for their reckless behaviour, 
everything would be fine and dandy, and 
we would all be basking in the joys of ev¬ 
er-growing living standards. 

Certainly, the banking sector didn’t 
cover itself in glory, but we kid ourselves 
if we think it was anything more than a 
bit-part player in the problems of the past 
decade. The real cause of the crash was 
debt. Ridiculous amounts of it. Both gov¬ 
ernment and personal. 

National debt more than doubled be¬ 
tween 2005-2010. Record “investment” 
in health care often meant shiny new 
buildings leased from private companies 
under the PFI initiative - more debt. 

Then there were the new NHS admin 
bodies with fancy names like “Beacon” 
and “Crystal”, each with their own cor¬ 
porate logos, offices and PR teams. But 
then there was the even more vexed is¬ 
sue of personal debt. For every reckless 
loan doled out by the panto villains in the 
banks, there was also a misguided bor¬ 
rower. Did anybody really think a 115 per 
cent mortgage at five times their salary 
would end in anything but tears? 

Blaming bankers is an alluring argu¬ 
ment, particularly for politicians. After all, 
they are hardly going to say it was their 
fault. And blaming the general public 
tends not to go down terribly well either. 
Pointing the finger at people who are hard 
to love at the best of times is always go¬ 
ing to be the easy option. The problem is 
that they have learned nothing. 

Today, government debt is at an all- 
time high. For all the talk of “austerity”, 
it is still spending more than is coming in. 
This cannot go on forever. 

At the same time, UK personal debt 
stands at £1.6 billion, about what it was 
before the last crash. 

Experts are particularly concerned 
about PCP car purchases. Take a look at 
all those shiny new 4x4s you see every 
day. Flow many have been paid for? 
About 14 per cent. Nearly nine out of 10 
new cars are bought on the never-nev¬ 
er. And don’t get me started on payday 
loans and “rent-to-buy” stores. 

We have become a want-it-now, throw¬ 
away society, where saving to buy things 
and making them last is seen as old-fash¬ 
ioned. It may not be palatable, but we 
have got to accept that not everyone can 
have a new car, flat-screen television, 
computer or smart phone. If we don’t live 
within our means, another crash is inevi- 
table.The only question is who we blame 
next time. 


Film-makers not letting facts spoil a good story 




You can take our lives, but not our free¬ 
dom...to paint our faces blue, for the movie 


W1A actress Sarah Parish, proving that the 
most basic slapstick comedy still works 


Jamie Oliver’s spat with Gordon Ramsey, about 
the size of their families has hit the headlines 


Dramatic changes as 
history repeats itself 


TFIE great writer Robert Harris says there is 
nothing worse than a screen or stage adapta¬ 
tion of a book sticking too closely to the plot 
and becoming “stilted” as a result. Actually, I 
can think of something worse. It is scriptwriters 
and producers altering historical facts. 

TFIERE is no evidence, for example, that 
Queen Victoria’s courtiers Lord Alfred Paget 
and Edward Drummond were gay, let alone had 
an affair. Indeed, Paget fathered 14 children 
which suggests he had a passing interest in 
heterosexuality. Yet in Victoria (ITV), Paget and 
Drummond are lovers. Writer Daisy Goodwin 
says she has been “creative” in her interpreta¬ 
tion of history and “some people might get very 
cross with me.” Only the sort of people who get 
cross at movies suggesting the Yanks retrieved 
the Nazi’s Enigma code machine (U-571) or that 
William Wallace painted his face blue (Brave- 
heart). These days, people get their history from 
television and movies. The least they can ex¬ 
pect is accuracy. 

TFIERE’S a running joke in the satirical come¬ 
dy W1A (BBC1) about the BBC’s digital subtitle 
service which can neither get things right nor be 
switched off, and which recently announced a 
show starring the popular pianist Jews Holland. 
But it’s hard to satirise the Beeb’s real subtitle 
service. It was rubbish when it was launched 
just in time for the Charles and Di wedding in 
1981 and remains rubbish to this day. A few 
days ago I switched on the Beeb’s mid-day 
weather forecast. The subtitles began: “It was 
a grey staff are some of it this morning” and 


THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES 


m 


went on to warn of “one or two Mac showers.” 
In Scotland, presumably. 

SOME say W1A has lost its spark and per¬ 
haps there is a natural limit to the number of 
buzzword jokes viewers will accept. Yet it still 
has some great gags. The moment the tall, chis¬ 
elled and perfectly poised Anna (Sarah Parish) 
walked into the glass wall and knocked herself 
out was one of the best TV slapstick moments 
since Friends’ Joey punched Ross in Central 
Perk. 

RESIDENTS of Coseley in the West Midlands 
have called in their MP Pat McFadden because 
they are plagued with badgers which dig up 
their gardens and even damage house founda¬ 
tions. It’s a tricky one for any politician because 
badgers are a protected species whose only 
serious enemy is the motor car. A friend was 
driving home the other night and paused in a 
farm lane to let one baby badger cross the road, 
followed by another, and another. There were 
eight of them. They are adding to a UK badg¬ 
er population estimated at 485,000 which is an 
80 per cent increase since the 1980s. Princess 
Anne famously declared that there would be a 
good case for culling badgers even if there was 
no link to bovine TB. 


THERE is, if we believe the tabloids, some 
friction between TV cooks Jamie Oliver and 
Gordon Ramsay over the size of their families. 
Oliver has five kids, Ramsay four. I am sur¬ 
prised, in an age of rocketing world population, 
climate change and loss of habitat, that anyone 
draws attention to their own fecundity. There 
you are, dutifully dividing your household waste 
into three different bins each week in order to 
save the planet. If the couple next door have ten 
kids, you must ask yourself, what’s the point? 

YET another email this week alleges that if 
you support Brexit you’re right-wing. Can I ad¬ 
vise you to have a look at Jeremy Corbyn’s re¬ 
cord from 1975 of voting against the EU and all 
its works? And he’s right-wing, is he? 

MEANWHILE, still in Europe, the death is an¬ 
nounced of Victorino Martin, 88, the greatest 
bull breeder in Spain. His beasts, the victorinos, 
were famed for their unpredictability in the ring. 
It may be that some of your hard-earned taxes 
are supporting bullfighting, via the EU’s Com¬ 
mon Agricultural Policy. As with so many EU af¬ 
fairs, it’s not easy to find where the money went 
but a report by Green Party MPs four years ago 
reckoned about £103 million a year was used 
to subsidise the bullfighting industry. Another 
good reason for leaving. Hey, maybe we could 
spend the bullfighting money on the NHS. 


Educating 
drivers to 
park their 
car safely 

There has been so much in the Press, 
not just lately, but for months, years now 
- parents parking outside schools. 

It’s amazing how signs and double yel¬ 
low lines are totally ignored in the panic 
to get their children to school on time. 
Get up a bit earlier and park in a safe (and 
legal) spot or, if possible walk to school, 
surely the better option as you can guar¬ 
antee your young ones get some exer¬ 
cise. With all the problems these days 
with child obesity surely - if feasible - that 
is the best option. 

Another problem with this inconsider¬ 
ate parking is the knock-on, pavement 
parking, cars ‘dumped’ half on and half 
off the pavement. Maybe they think they 
are being clever avoiding double parking 
but this just causes problems for oth¬ 
er mums. Try getting a buggy past the 
parked car, not enough room on what 
is left of the pavement which means the 
mum has to bump the buggy down on to 
the road and take her chances with the 
traffic. Not very safe. 

This month is Walk to School Month 
which aims to promote healthy living, 
reduce levels of traffic and make roads 
safer for all. Good idea - let us just hope 
parents go along with it. Warning - care¬ 
less parking is putting children’s lives at 
risk, including your own. Those ‘drive 
carefully’ near school signs are there for 
everybody, so heed the warning. 

And while we are talking about ignoring 
signs it is not just the parents who should 
take the blame. Driving near schools 
there is always plenty of notice that pu¬ 
pils will be in the vicinity, possibly cross¬ 
ing the road, and not all areas are these 
days lucky enough to have a crossing 
warden. Pupils should not have to take 
their lives in their hands because of mo¬ 
torists speeding along. Village roads are 
sometimes the worst with blind bends 
and narrow streets. Not the place where 
boy racers should be showing off. In fact 
that applies to all streets! 

Just imagine if you were that driver 
how you would feel if something hap¬ 
pened. Showing off could end with you in 
court or having to live with what you have 
done for the rest of your life. Think before 
you put your foot down, You might think it 
is clever but these pupils are somebody’s 
son, daughter, brother, sister etc and you 
could destroy a family for ever. 

Always remember that those few min¬ 
utes you may save by dumping cars on 
pavement, parking illegally, or speeding 
by a school could mean a lifetime of mis¬ 
ery for a family if an accident happens. 
Heed the signs - kill your speed not the 
child. SUE ATTWATER 


SHEDS • GARAGES • G A 


Eli ROOMS • LOG CABINS 


The Dalbury 

Garden Room 



Free Laminate Flooring 
& External Paint 

Prices start from 

£2495 


Wooden 

Sheds 



A huge range in stock 

6ft x 4ft: 
"7ft x 5f t 
8ft x eft 



»Old Buildings Removed 
»Asbestos Disposal 

> Base Laying Service 

> Free Quotations 


• Mad 

• Lined and Insulated Option 

• Quality at Competitive Prices 

• Huge Range 


Summer 

Houses 



A huge range in stock 

7ft x 5ft £599 Verandah 
8ft x 6ft £725 Verandah 
8ft x 8ft £789 Verandah 


Concrete 

Garages 



^ A huge range in stock 

Single Garage 
16ft x 8ft 


Double Garage 
16ft x 16ft 


£1699 

£3299 


Concrete 

Garages 



£1957 


Single Garage 
16.3ft x 8.6ft 
Double garage _ _ __ _ 

16.6ft x 16.3ft £3854 









Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 

Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 

Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 

BETTA 

BUILDINGS 



















































Noise complainants let down by council 

IT was stated in Saturday’s paper re- frankly the little kid Data in the Goo- with the same antiquated system again 
garding Sandwell Council and noise nies movie would have provided a more which we endeavoured to use to its full 
nuisance that only nine noise abate- fitting piece of kit to monitor noise, capacity by getting out of bed between 
ment orders have been issued out of After a week they collect any evidence the hours of 2.30am, 4.45am, 5.30am, 
2,037 complaints. you have informing you that he will up- continuing throughout the day from 

Sandwell council noise abatement load the data into the computer and it 6pm until midnight and having to con- 
are very proactive and do not ever will generate an answer as to whether stantly climb stairs to manually press 
want to take the constant noise offend- they will take action. the record button, 

ers to court and that’s why they inform After a further week of being tor- Then after another week of torture 

them prior to installing noise monitor- tured we had a knock on the door they collect the equipment and inform 
ing equipment in complainants’ homes informing us that our noise data had you by letter a week later that the com- 
and locations. They let you believe they been lost during a power cut at the puter says no! And they do not have 
are on the side of the complainants. office and that they will bring a more enough evidence for them to take ac- 
The noise recording equipment pro- up to date system to help capture the tion Our fight goes on.... 
vided is antiquated at best and quite noise in a couple of days, only to return NAME AND ADDRESS SUPPLIED 


Get tough LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Ban all face 

coverings 


on rogue 
landlords 

WHY are so-called ‘rogue 
landlords’ allowed to pros¬ 
per and flourish through 
our benefits system? 

Why are they allowed to 
overcrowd properties that 
must flag up in benefit of¬ 
fices throughout the coun¬ 
try? Even the most naive of 
public sector workers must 
realise that only so many 
people can live at one ad¬ 
dress. 

And here we are again a 
landlord converting proper¬ 
ties without planning per¬ 
mission and allowed to just 
ignore notices for over three 
years. Councillor David 
Vickers states that Dudley 
council has bent over back¬ 
wards to afford this person 
the opportunity to do the 
right thing, and that’s the 
question that really needs 
answering why? 

Once should be enough, 
and an enforcement notice 
issued. If it’s ignored then 
impose heavy penalties. 
Stop being nice to these peo¬ 
ple and sort it out. 

MR S T VAUGHAN 
Yardley Wood 


POST 


EMAIL 

sandwell.chronicle@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Sandwell Chronicle, 

Chronicle Editorial, 

51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

Code of Practice: Our policy is to correct errors as soon as we 
can. The Chronicles adhere to the Editors’ Code of Practice, 
which can be seen at www.ipso.co.uk. If you are unhappy with the 
accuracy of a story, write to The Editor, Chronicles, 51-53 Queen 
Street, Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Monarch's disregard 
of their customers 

WHY did Monarch airlines fly people out as late as Sat¬ 
urday September 30 when they knew they couldn’t bring 
them back as they were going into administration on Sun¬ 
day October 1? 

Not only is this completely irresponsible of the airline 
it is also verging on criminal in its negligence. Not only 
has Monarch put a responsibility on the British Govern¬ 
ment and consequently on the British taxpayer it has left 
its charges stranded in foreign countries, an absolutely 
dishonest and callous disregard of its clients’ trust and a 
management that has shown itself without any principles 
or ethics. I hope there is a financial penalty on the board 
of Monarch, but knowing how Britain treats its millionaire 
scoundrels the chances are they will be in the honours list 
in January. 

S T VAUGHAN 
Birmingham 


IS it not time we followed 
the example set by several of 
our European neighbours, 
by banning all forms of face 
covering in public places. 
This would not be aimed at 
just the Muslim community, 
but at demonstrators and 
young people who use this 
facility to hinder identifica¬ 
tion by the authorities. 

I feel the Burka or the 
Niqab in particular should 
not be worn anywhere other 
than in the privacy of peo¬ 
ple’s own home. After all, 
the symbol for Christian¬ 
ity, the cross, can result in 
the wearer’s dismissal from 
their workplace. 

KEITH V JOYCE 

Wednesbury 

Thanks a lot! 

I WOULD just like to 
say thank you very much 
‘NOT!’ to the woman in 
Asda, Merry Hill, for find¬ 
ing my shopping trolley and 
helping herself to its con¬ 
tents. I believe the milk of 
human kindness has finally 
dried up and the cow has 
gone home. 

MRS J 

Tipton 


KITCHENS AND BATHROOMS 



5 PIECE SET VANITY UNIT, 
SINK, TOILET & SOFT CLOSE 
SEAT, TOILET UNIT 

£ 199.00 


FULL BATHROOM SUITE 
BASIN, BATH, 
TOILET & SOFT 
CLOSE SEAT 

PI 

£ 199.00 

s 

iL 

i 


FREE TILES 

ON ALL FULLY INSTALLED 
KITCHENS & BATHROOMS* 


HURRY! 

SEPTEMBER INSTALLATION 
DATES STILL AVAILABLE* 


REPLACEMENT 
KITCHEN DOORS 

FROM £10.00* 


LESS ABLED 

BATH TO SHOWER 
CONVERSIONS 


LARGE SELECTION 

OF COMFORT 
HEIGHT WC'S 


interia 

KITCHENS & BATHROOMS 


POTTERS LANE, WEDNESBURY, 
REAR OF MECCA BINGO, WS10 7LH 

Call now for your FREE SURVEY 



0121 505 1132 


www.interiadesigns.co.uk 



• Windows 

• Composite Doors 

• Porches 

• Patio Doors 

• Conservatories 

• Window & Door 
Repairs 

• Fascias/ 
Guttering 

• Building Work 

• Misted-up Units 


Window Warehouse 
(Sandwell) Ltd 

Established over 20 years 

Tel: 01215442222 


97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP www.window-warehouse.com 

email windowwarehouses@btconnect.com 

Visit our showroom: Mon-Fri 8am-6pm Sat 8am-1pm 


INSPIRATIONAL pg Inspired 

FIRES & FIREPLACES • • • 




Showroom: 404-406 Bearwood Road, Bearwood B66 4EX 
*■ Tel: 0121 429 3186 r 

■3 Opening Times: Monday-Saturday 10.00am-6.00pm t 

www.inspirationalfires.co.uk email: info@inspirationalfires.co.uk 
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Arthur Walters’ great grand-daughter Rachel Hodges with Nigel Westwood-Bur- Seen left, a picture of Arthur Walters and wife Susan on their 50th wedding anni- 
gess, in the period costume which he wears as part of his role at the museum versary in 1944, and right Arthur’s son Ernest aged 17 in 1929. Courtesy of BCLM. 


By David Banner 

UNLESS you’re rich or fa¬ 
mous the likelihood of an ac¬ 
tor taking on your character 
is slim. 

But for one Black Country fu¬ 
neral director that’s exactly what 
is happening. 

Arthur Walters, who ran the re¬ 
nowned A&A Walters funeral direc¬ 
tors, has been recognised by the Black 
Country Living Museum for his work. 
The Tipton man is being portrayed as 
a character at the museum as part of 
an ongoing search for the real stories 
and real people of the Black Country. 

Great-granddaughter Rachel 
Hodges said: “It is an honour to have 
one of my recent ancestors recognised 
in such a way. 

Proud 

“I never knew Arthur as he died in 
1945, aged 75, long before I was born. 
It feels great, it’s very exciting and I 
feel really proud because not only was 
he a local businessman he was also a 
philanthropist. He did a lot to help the 
poor in the community and to try and 
keep costs of funerals lower. 

“He accepted payments in rabbits 
and pheasants. His son was my grand¬ 
father and I remember him saying 
people came in with rabbit and pheas¬ 
ants to pay the last bit of a funeral 
payment.” 

Back in May the museum got in 
touch with the family to propose doing 
something with their history. Learning 
team manager Pat York, responsible 
for researching and putting together 
the characters, came across the A&A 


Walters website which contained ex¬ 
tensive history about the family. 

The museum then got in touch with 
great-granddaughter Rachel and to¬ 
gether they developed a character 
with an outfit, background notes and 
appropriate objects to be portrayed at 
the museum, initially to school groups. 
Dressed in full mourning attire appro¬ 
priate for the period, which is all black, 
Nigel Westwood-Burgess is portraying 
Arthur Walter as a young man of the 


late Victorian and early Edwardian 
era. 

His character carries mourning 
jewellery to portray how Victorians 
approached death and also period ‘me¬ 
morial cards’ which were very popular 
in the Victorian era and handed out at 
funerals as keepsakes. 

Mr Westwood-Burgess, 31, learning 
assistant and activity demonstrator, 
said: “I was delighted to meet the de¬ 
scendant of Arthur Walters, the char¬ 


acter who I’m currently playing. 

“It was the first time Rachel saw me 
in costume, and the first time the char¬ 
acter had been used for visitors, and 
I was pleasantly surprised by visitors’ 
interest. 

“The school groups I was guiding 
that day had lots of questions to ask 
about him. 

“I thoroughly enjoyed telling them 
the history of such an interesting 
and charitable man, who was once a 


central pillar of his community. It’s 
a satisfying part of my job that I am 
able portray these characters and keep 
these stories alive, and tell the story of 
a Black Country family-run business 
that is still going from strength to 
strength 167 years on.” 

The museum has put focus on char¬ 
acters that don’t currently have a spe¬ 
cific building and which portray real 
lives and stories of people who once 
lived in the Black Country. 


Fly-tip fines 
not wielded 
by councils 

ONLY two councils in the Black 
Country and Staffordshire used strict 
new powers aimed at clamping down 
on fly-tipping in the first year they 
were available, figures show. 

Across the UK local authorities 
have collected £750,000 in fines from 
illegal waste dumping since new Gov¬ 
ernment legislation was introduced in 
May 2016. 

But more than two-fifths of Eng¬ 
land’s councils did not issue a single 
fine up until May this year, according 
to figures from a Freedom of Informa¬ 
tion request. 

Those councils include Sandwell. 

Wolverhampton Council issued 
nine fines totalling £4,044 over the 
period, while Dudley Council brought 
in £360 from three fines. 

Walsall Council did not respond to 
the data request. The figures come 
despite the region being blighted by 
fly-tipping, with 32,569 reports of 
dumped waste in the West Midlands 
last year. 

The new law enables councils to 
issue on-the-spot penalty notices of 
up to £400 for offences. 

Councillor Karen Shakespeare, 
Dudley Council’s environment chief, 
said the authority was always look¬ 
ing to use new enforcement powers to 
clampdown on the scourge of fly-tip- 
ping. 

“It costs the council a fortune, and 
60 per cent of it relates to household 
waste,” she said. 

Scottish rockers 
in pub venue gig 

SCOTTISH rockers Catholic Action 
are on tour with their new album 
next month. 

They will be stopping at Birming¬ 
ham’s The Actress and Bishop on No¬ 
vember 10. Doors open at 7.30pm. 
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Cleaning Services now available to restore 
all your uPVC products. Guttering and 
Driveways cleaning available. 


No deposits or stage payments, you only pay 
when the installation has been completed 


Windows, Doors, a 

Conservatories, 

Orangeries, Porches, 

Fascias and 
Soffit Boards 

ane of the largest conservatory ; Supplied & Fitted 


Visit one of the largest conservatory 
and window shrowrooms in the UK 


across the Midlands 


ft. 

Repair Service 
Available 


Replace the existing roof on 
your conservatory and create a 
comfortable environment and a 
room you can use all year round 


Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the 
industry. No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we 
have been in business for more than 30 years. 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON NOVEMBER INSTALLATIONS 
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Streets in need of a 
light bulb moment 



The stunt runner seen in action in Birmingham 


THIS daredevil hunk wowed 
crowds by jumping through rings 
of steel teeth and fire while blind¬ 
folded. 

Liam Collins, known as The 
Stunt Runner, left shoppers in Bir¬ 
mingham stunned into silence with 
his bare-chested exploits. 

A video of his exploits has gone 


viral online. Getting the expectant 
audience to build him up with loud 
clapping, Liam takes seven massive 
steps towards his obstacles. 

In four more bounds, he leaps 
between the sharp, metal jaws 
and through 15 flaming paraffin 
sponges, unable to see the street in 
front of him. 


A MAJOR overhaul of street 
lighting across a Black Country 
borough has been delayed - be¬ 
cause council officials cannot 
find a supplier to provide the 
right kind of electric bulb. 

Council bosses said they had not 
been able to source replacements for a 
quarter of major roads in Dudley. 

The authority had been hoping to press 
ahead with a programme which would see 
street lighting replaced across the borough 
with more environmentally-friendly LED 
lighting, which is cheaper to run. 

But managers at Dudley Council have 
been left frustrated by suppliers who have 
not provided what they were looking for. 

A council report said the matter was 
being investigated. 

Councillor Karen Shakespeare, cabinet 
member for the environment, said: “The 
council is currently carrying out a two-year 
programme of replacing and converting the 
lanterns on street lighting on major roads.” 

Design 

“Different design requirements are 
needed to fit different types of lighting col¬ 
umns and we have been working with sup¬ 
pliers to ensure we have a suitable design, 
fit for purpose, for about a quarter of the 
columns. 

“We will however be pressing ahead with 
the programme of replacing lighting on the 
majority of our main roads while we explore 
options with suppliers for the remaining 
ones. All lights will continue to stay on 
until replaced with the new lighting, utilis¬ 
ing energy saving LED lanterns.” 

A council report said it was hoped the re¬ 
placement of bulbs could start this month. 

It said: “Procurement of lanterns for 
the major roads lighting replacement pro¬ 
gramme has been delayed owing to the 
design standards for about a quarter of all 
major roads not having been met.” 


ADVERTORIAL 


Has Your Double 
Glazing Steamed Up? 


Established for over a decade 
Cloudy2Clear windows have 
become a leading company 
for glass replacement. Issues 
with double glazing can 
often be gradual and may 
only be noticed during a 
clear sunny day or during 
the winter. A failed glass unit 
may no longer provide you 
with the protection you need 
or be energy efficient. Why 
not spend a few minutes 
checking your home to see if 
you have any failed double 
glazing? If you act now you 
can avoid these problems. 

Now, you may think you 
need to replace the whole 


window including the frames 
and all the hardware, however 
Cloudy2Clear have come up 
with a simple and cost saving 
solution... Just replace the 
glass!! 

If you see condensation 
in your windows just visit 
our website or give us a 
call on 0800 61 21118. We 
will send out our highly 
experienced engineers for a 
free no obligation quote. A 
Cloudy2Clear quote takes 
on average no longer than 
20 minutes. Once the quote is 
completed, we will sit down with 
you and explain the problem 
and tell you how we can fix 


it. With years of experience 
Cloudy2Clear have a wealth of 
knowledge and are recognised 
as a Which Trusted Trader, 
plus our work is backed by 
an industry leading 25 year 
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks handles 
and hinges on all windows and 
doors. 

Your friendly local 
Cloudy2Clear specialist 
is James Stanley and 
he services Walsall and 
surrounding areas. 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give James a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21118. 


Cloudy2Clear 
GUARANTEE All 
Customers That An 
Average Quote Will 


Take No Longer Than 



■ 




Cloudy2Clear Windows... 
Service With A Smile! 


Cloudy2Clear Are A... 

All Glazing Backed By Our 

Which? 
Which?\ Trusted 
_/ Trader 

25 YEAR 

GUARANTEE 



Priority Freephone 

0800 6121118 

www.cloudy2clear.com 


One of the UK’s Largest 
Stockists of 9ct Gold 
Jewellery 



_ 

- 
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Kids Belcher 
Bracelets 9ct 
Goldfrom 


k 





£235 



Payment Plan now available 
up to Christmas Eve 



0121556 6868 

15 Market Place, Wednesbury. WS10 7AY 


wwwjewellersmidlands.co.uk f 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 

CREMATIONS IN SANDWELL 


YOU MAY BE AWARE THAT SANDWELL COUNCIL ARE OFFERING 
FAMILIES A VERY BASIC FUNERAL SERVICE AT A COST OF £1595. 
WHEN WE AT COLLYER & MCBRIDE FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
WHO HAVE BEEN SERVING OUR FAMILIES AND THE LOCAL 
COMMUNITY FOR OVER 100 YEARS, OFFER A MUCH MORE 
SUPERIOR AND PERSONAL SERVICE FOR £1395 

SOME £200 LESS. 

PLEASE CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION 

TEL - 0121 588 5377 
24 HOUR SERVICE 

BRANCHES AT 


Broken Or Damaged Windows? Faulty Locks, Handles, Hinges? f ^0 


WEST BROMWICH - PERRY BARR - HANDSWORTH 
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Newfields banqueting suite is holding its first ever wedding fair on 
22nd October, there will be plenty to look at and sample. There will be two 
bridal catwalk shows with TDR outlet and welcome drinks on arrival. 

So please come down and have a look at Halesowen’s best kept secret. 

Doors open at 10am until 4pm 












Furnace Lane, Halesowen B63 3LU 
Telephone: 0121 550 1454 

• . 0 # • 


A HIDDEN 


N ewfield’s Banqueting 
Suite is perhaps one 
of the best kept secrets 
in Halesowen, being 
tucked away behind 
a hedge and tall trees 
halfway up Furnace Hill 
and opposite The Earl’s 
High School many local 
residents are unaware 
of its’ existence. 



Home for over 80 years 
to local Freemasons, 
Newfield’s is a large 
property comprising 
the original house built 
in the mid 19th century 
and formerly owned 
by a member of the 
Somers family, plus a 
“modern” extension 
erected in the 1930’s. 


From the extensive car 
park a few steps lead to 
double doors opening 
onto the welcoming 
reception foyer, to the 
right of which is the well 
appointed and tastefully 
decorated Lounge Bar 
which can comfortably 
seat up to 50. Again 
from the foyer but to the 
left and through double 
doors lies the function 
room which is light and 
airy with a solid wooden 
parquet floor and a 
stage. This room can 
accommodate up to 90 
diners in a traditional 
table plan or 80 with 
round tables. For less 
formal occasions such 
as buffets the maximum 
room capacity is 120. 
It is ideal for Wedding 
receptions, Birthday 
and Anniversary 

celebrations, concerts 
and seminars. 


GEM 

The recent appointment 
of Matt Eades of 
Thinking Food to 
provide the catering will 
ensure all aspects of 
service are of the highest 
standard. Matt has over 
25 years experience in 
the catering sector and 
is particularly skilled in 
larger functions having 
worked for prestigious 
Golf Clubs and similar 
establishments, and he 
is equally comfortable 
with providing traditional 
fayre or innovative 
menus for those with a 
more adventurous taste. 


For enquiries and 
availability the Website is 
www.newfieldbanqueting.org.uk 



Advertisement 




No pain and no more 
multiple failing teeth 


Speech now normal 
and perfectly clear 


Stomach problems 
over and diet good 


W HEN former university mental health lec¬ 
turer Roy Philpott recognised involuntary 
changes in his social behaviour, he knew he 
needed help - and quickly. 

“Below the radar,” he says, “things were happening to my 
teeth in my early-60s and by the time I was 70, problems 
were visible and very acute.” 

But the issues were not just affecting his oral health. 
Studies of the mysterious collaborations between our 
bodies and minds have established medical links between 
failing teeth and mental wellbeing. 

In Roy’s case invasive gum disease had challenged his 
enthusiastic approach to retirement and not least his 
passion in working for the Guide Dogs charity. 

A public speaker for the charity, he became aware of a 
’’terrible self-consciousness” doing fundraising events. 

Symptoms masked 

“My normally clear speaking voice began to change and 
people were asking me to repeat what I’d said. On reflec¬ 
tion, I was probably mumbling. Another strange thing for 
me was that I’d noticed I no longer smiled,” he says. 

During a period of three years he suffered numerous 
gum infections as the insidious disease saw him lose more 
and more teeth. “I’m a Black Country lad and typically 
Black Country folk cope and get on with things and that’s 
just what I did,” he adds. 

When antibiotics failed to work he turned to alternative 
therapies and for a couple of years herbal 
prescriptions appeared to help. 

However, in 2010, Roy recalls what 
he describes as a “turning point” in a 
downwards spiral that ultimately affected 
his ability to eat properly, his digestive 
system and social engagement. On holiday 



Roy with his beloved ' 

in Scotland, Roy developed Bell’s palsy, a 
partial paralysis of the face.“Treatment 
involved the prescription of steroids,” he 
explains. 

“Suddenly, all the problems with my 
teeth appeared to disappear, but of course 


ie - the adopted labradoodle 

what really was happening, symptoms 
were being masked by the medication and 
the infection was still in the roots of my 
teeth. I thought it had gone, but it hadn’t.” 

In less than a decade, Roy had lost more 
than 16 teeth and his diet had changed 


dramatically. Embarrassing gaps meant 
he was able to chew on only one side and 
his healthy vegetarian diet, including his 
favourite apples, celery and grapes, was 
limited to soft food choices. 

“My gums hurt, food impacted between 
my remaining teeth resulting in sideward 
pressure and more loosening, and I had to 
make conscious decisions not to stay in. 

“There was no Pizza Hut for me and 
even a simple piece of toast I had to cut 
into small pieces. I was no longer really 
chewing food, just swallowing it and was 
experiencing stomach problems. 

“I’d be chewing and a tooth would just 
fall out ... I was not sleeping, had a par¬ 
tial denture I couldn’t get on with and all 
I could think of was ‘what on earth am I 
going to do?’ I was desperate,” he says. 

Secure 

Inspired by testimonials published in his 
local weekly newspaper, he sought help 
with Steven Burchell DipCDT RCS(Eng), 
principal of both North Street Dental and 
Implant Clinic and the Denture Clinic. 
“What an eye-opener! 

“He spent an hour with me on my first 
consultation,” says Roy. Treatment in¬ 
volved the placing of four upper and four 
lower implants to secure over-dentures. 

“Totally secure, hugely functional and 
natural looking — we were able to help 
Roy return to the spontaneous lifestyle he 
enjoyed before his troubles set in,” says 
Steven. 


reassuring 


t 

i 
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Roy’s patient journey 

My experience with Steven and his team 
was the best and getting the implants is 
money well spent. You need to be com¬ 
mitted to the process, but the end results 
are well worth it. 

— Roy Philpott 

Other testimonials 

Steven’s demeanour and attitude to it all 
gave me the confidence and assurance 
that they could resolve my problem. 
Knowing that Owain was going to do the 
surgery was great. 

— Norma Aston 

When I first saw my teeth I thought 
they looked just like my real teeth. My 
husband couldn’t believe they were 
so good. From start to finish it took 14 
weeks, but it was worth the wait. 

- Viki Ball 


Life with Guide Dogs 


GUIDE Dogs puppy walkers Roy and wife, Sue, 
are committed to changing lives in their work for 
the charity. 

For more than seven years they have been the 
“the foster parents” of puppies which later be¬ 
came fully trained guidedogs. Currently, the cou¬ 
ple from Dudley, have a beautiful labradoodle — 
Vonnie — the “diva of the house,” says Sue. 

Vonnie, who suffered retina damage in an acci¬ 
dent, had her guidedog career cut short, but was 
adopted by the Philpotts. Roy and Sue were fam¬ 
ily to Dudley, the celebrity labrador puppy who 
was sponsored by the mayor’s charity. The prac¬ 
tice has also supported Guide Dogs. 

More information from www.guidedogs.org.uk 































Ashley gets his skates on 
to help youngsters dance 



Diversity’s Ashley Banjo hosted a dance workshop ahead of Disney On Ice coming to Birmingham. Pic: Simon Hadley. 


MAGIC, sparkle and a little 
pixie dust were sprinkled 
across youngsters from the 
county who twisted and 
twirled with dance star Ash¬ 
ley Banjo. 

The frontman of Diversity, who 
shot to fame after winning Brit¬ 
ain’s Got Talent in 2009, got lit¬ 
tle stars of the future moving at a 
special Disney-themed workshop. 


Pupils from Oldbury’s Light woods 
Primary School joined the dancing 
star at a Birmingham studio for the 
one-off workshop ahead of Disney on 
Ice shows, which started in the city 
yesterday, Wednesday. 

Youngsters crafted stories and cho¬ 
reography as they delved into the won¬ 
derful world of Disney. 

Ashley, aged 29, said: “It’s great to 
be involved in Disney On Ice’s Fit to 
Dance programme as it inspires chil¬ 
dren to get creative while being active 


and having fun. Their imagination 
never ceases to amaze me, that’s why 
the workshops were so good.” 

Inspired by timeless Disney classics, 
children created their own stories be¬ 
fore performing with a little help from 
the Diversity dancer and a Disney 
on Ice cast member. Disney A-listers 
Mickey Mouse and Minnie Mouse even 
stopped by to surprise the youngsters 
to view their performances. Passport 
to Adventure is being staged at Arena 
Birmingham until October 29. 



Whatever place you're into 



Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, October 19, 2017 







































Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, October 19, 2017 


12 


Awesome Autumn Offers 



Too hot in summer & 
too cold in winter? 

Replace your existing conservatory 
roof with a Guardian roof and create a 
comfortable environment all year round. 



Composite 





. windows frm ^ 0 £ j 0 o° n » S Patio Doors from £750 

. Fre och Doors & Garage Coversions 

““^’30 0784 


jLi j! Ml i-com 


® 77 OVEREND STREET WEST BROMWICH, B70 6EY f !§! 


★STAR CLUTCHES LTD &* 
** REPAIR CENTRE ** 

W® Gms qhm 3 to 1100 OjQqO [Mag© 

1] Gtoonito fltHani ©an 1 ©to stoto©©© 

Fully Qualified, Technicians, MOT’S, 
Maintenance, Servicing & Repairs to all 
makes of vehicles. Clutch Repairs 
Competitive Reliable. All work guaranteed 
Tyres, Brakes & Exhausts [aa 
163 Great Bridge Street B70 ODJ LE 

0121 572 1253 / 07756 768540 


CARPETS 


OUTLET 


Full Range of 
• Carpets 
»Carpet Tiles 
• Laminates 
m • Vinyls 

0121 532 4500 

163 Great Bridge Street, West Bromwich B70 ODJ 


High Quality Carpets 
Ring Now For Free Quotes 


Phenomenal expertise 
to help young diabetics 


NHS HEROES 


ONCE again we focus some of 
our time on the quiet heroes of 
the NHS, from a wide variety of 
backgrounds doing a wide varie¬ 
ty of jobs. 

Sandwell and West Birming¬ 
ham Hospitals NHS Trust is one 
of the Black Country’s largest 
NHS organisations. 

It employs 7,500 people, many 
of whom live locally. 

Last year, the trust provides 
care from 150 locations. 

This week we highlight: 

DR AGWU CHIZO 

Consultant paediatrician 


n 


it*S 


SHE’S responsible for the 
care of children and young 
people with diabetes across 
the Sandwell area - helping 
them to manage their condi¬ 
tions. 

As a highly respected clinician, 
Dr Agwu Chizo holds a number of 
national and international roles 
in shaping the care guidelines for 
children. 

She is the immediate past National 
President of the Association of Chil¬ 
dren’s Diabetes Clinicians (but re¬ 
mains on the executive committee) 
and is on the advisory board for the 
International Society for Paediatric 
and Adolescent Diabetes (ISPAD). 

She was also a member of the Na¬ 
tional Institute of Clinical Excellence 
(NICE) guideline development group 
for diabetes. 

Empower 

Dr Chizo, who is also the ‘Chil¬ 
dren & Young People’s Champion’ at 
Sandwell and West Birmingham Hos¬ 
pitals NHS Trust, aims to empower 
and educate her patients so that they 
are in control of their chronic condi¬ 
tion and are able to still fully enjoy 
their life. 

Chizo said: “Looking after young 
patients with diabetes is very different 
from other work within the NHS. 

“I see my role as an educator who 
passes knowledge to my patients and 
their families. 

“I want to give them the confidence 
that as long as they are fully prepared 
they can manage their condition well.” 

She explained how she has helped 
them to do so well: “At our service, 
we provide a number of educational 
opportunities for patients and their 


families. We also organise a number of 
social activities where our young pa¬ 
tients can meet each other and share 
their experiences. 

“We encourage and empower them, 
so they know they can achieve any¬ 
thing and their condition should not 
limit their potential. 

“It is rewarding to see our young 
patients manage their condition well. 

“It’s also a privilege to look after 
them.” 

Children attending her diabetes ser¬ 
vice achieve some of the best clinical 
outcomes in the country. 

Dr Chizo is originally from Nigeria 
and came to England with her hus¬ 
band when she was 24. 

After carrying out her post graduate 
medical training, she joined the Trust 
in 1998 as a consultant paediatrician. 

Eventually Dr Chizo became Clin¬ 


ical Director of children’s services, a 
position she held for six years, over¬ 
seeing the successful reconfiguration 
of paediatric services across City and 
Sandwell hospitals. 

She is the Royal College of Pae¬ 
diatrics and Child Health Principal 
Regional Examiner for the West Mid¬ 
lands and is also helping the Univer¬ 
sity of Birmingham to improve the 
candidate selection process to ensure 
they select the brightest medical stu¬ 
dents. 

So how does she manage it all? 

“There’s no secret really,” she said. 

“I think when you get to do what 
you love, you will find time for it.” 

When asked what motivates her, Dr 
Chizo added: “My mother encourages 
me to keep broadening my horizons. 

“She says the sky’s the limit and so I 
strive every day to get better.” 



c— 

(•.and save you 
loads of money?) 

You don't need to throw out your old kitchen 
to make it look good again! 

Happily, for Mrs Morgan (and her pet 
Chihuahua), after a visit from our friendly local 
adviser who was satisfied her existing units 
were in good condition, we arranged to 
replace her kitchen cupboard doors and 
provide matching trims, new handles and 
drawer boxes all made to measure for a 
perfect fit. 

You may be thinking that way too, just request 
our latest brochure to see what we could do 
for your kitchen. 

There's never any obligation, but like Mrs 
Morgan, you could be pleasantly surprised at 
how much you could save when compared to a 
new kitchen, and just how quickly it could all 
be done. 

With Christmas around the corner it may well 
make sense to put a day aside to 
get the kitchen ready. 

Call us today on 
01384 710168 
or vist us online 

Poppy Morgan 

www.msmo.co.uk 
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Furn ture, Bed, 3 Pc Suite Superstore 

£300,000 TOTAL STOCK CLEARANCE 

SAVE UP TO all STOCK MUST BE SOLD 

UN^EAJA BLE ^*ALL 


U iFTTTnfll ID! 


TOTAL CLEARANCE PRICE 


3 ONLY 


The Kelly Full 
Double Frame and 
Superb Mattress 



SAVE 40% NOW £1 79 
was £299 ONLY COMPLETE 


THE CORONA RANGE OF BEDROOM FURNITURE 


WEEKEND SPECIAL DEAM 

3 


UNBEATABLE PRICES3DAYS ONLY 

LOWEST PRICES 

Triple 3 Door Wardrobe £249 
Large Dressing Table £109 
Double Door Wardrobe £199 
3 Drawer Large Chest £99 


TOTAL CLEARANCE PRICE 


5 ONLY W T ^ 

The Pearl Luxurv _ 


The Pearl Luxury 
Full Double Size 
Orthopaedic Bed 
Base + Mattress 


SAVE 25% NOW £149 

Was £249 HEADBOARD EXTRA 


IT 


4 SETS ONLY 


6 ONLY 


TOTA LCLEA RAnBe P RICE TOT ALCLE ARAN CE PRICE | | TOTAL CLEARANCE PRICE 


The Minnesota Luxury 
Recliner Sofas 3 Seater 
Recliner + 2 Seater 
Recliner Black on Brown 


The Zen 
3/4 Size Small 
Double Frame 


SAVE 30% NOW £939 
was £995 ONLY THE PAIR 


SAVE 70% NOW £49 

Was £149 ONLY MATTRESS EXTRA 


[ 


THE MATTRESS COLLECTION 


2 SETS ONLY 

The Henley Latest 
Design Glass 

Table + 4 Matching 

W\ 

Chairs White on Black 

SAVE 30% 
Was £499 

now rnnn 
only ££99 

THE CORONA RANGE OF SOLID WOOD DINING FURNITURE WEEKEND SPECIAL 1 


IMMEDIATE DELIVERY SAVE 50% 


| WEEKEND SPECIAL DEAL 


Budget 
Del uxe 
Orthopaedic 
Memory Foam 
Pocket Sprung 


£69 
£79 
£89 
£1 39 


£59 
£79 
£99 
£1 -I 9 
£1 79 


£69 
£89 
£1 09 
£1 29 
£1 7 9 


£79 
£-1 09 
£1 39 
£1 59 
£1 99 


LOTS MORE AVAILABLE - ALL REDUCI 


UNBEATABLE PRICES3DAYS ONLY 

LOWEST PRICES 

Large Wide Sideboard £155 
Oblong Long TV Unit £95 
Nest of 3 Tables £50 
Coffee Table with Drawers £59.50 



| TOTAL CLEARANCE PRICE 1 | TOTAL CLEARANCE PRICE 1 | TOTAL CLEARANCE PRICE 


4 ONLY 


3 ONLY 


The Clio Memory 
Foam Superb Quality 
Complete Full Double 
Size Beds 


SAVE 50% 

Was £449 


£179 


The Balmoral Extending 
Table Super Oak + 4 
Matching Chairs 
CRAZY PRICE 


7 


The Borba 4 Door Wardrobe 
218cm wide, 215cm long 
Super Storage Space Latest 
Colours Top Quality Wardrobe 



was E £599 N0WE249 ONLY £259 


TOTAL CLEARANCE PRICE 


4 SETS ONLY 


Bunk Beds 

Full Single Size Silver 
Bunks Beds 
CRAZY SALE PRICE 


| TOTAL CLEARANCE PRICE 1 | TOTAL STOCK CLEARANCE || | TOTAL STOCK CLEARANCE 


1 ONLY 


1 SET ONLY 


The Salsa Sofas 
3 Seater 
+ 2 Seater 


SAVE 50% NOW £99 
Was £199 ONLY MATTRESS EXIRA 


Latest Design 

SAVE 40% NOW £42 
Was £799 ONLY the Sir 


The Tampa Large 
Dark Wood Extending 
Table + 4 Matching 
Chairs + Matching 
Sideboard 


1 ONLY 


The Francesca 3 
Seater Sofa + 2 
Matching Reclienr 
Chairs 


Sideboard NOW £4 II ^ NOW 

Was £999 ONLY the St Was £1299 ONLY 



583 BEARWOOD ROAD, 
BEARWOOD B66 4BH 
TEL: 0121-420-2991 



LEVEL STREET, 
BRIERLEYHILL 
01384 79393 
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Charity windfall 
thanks to staff's 
gruelling efforts 



Alison Pugh of BUDS, receives the cheque from staff 

TWO charities have received a windfall, thanks to the 
fundraising efforts of staff at Solvay Oldbury who re¬ 
cently completed a gruelling 24-mile trek, incorporating 
more than 5,200ft of climbing, to conquer the Yorkshire 
Three Peaks Challenge. 

In just under 12 hours, a 24-member team of Solvay 
staff, and their family and friends, climbed the three 
highest peaks in the Yorkshire Dales - Pen-Y-Ghent, 
Whernside and Ingleborough - to raise £6,000 for Can¬ 
cer Research UK and BUDS (Better Understanding of 
Dementia for Sandwell). 

Alison Pugh, General Manager of BUDS, recently vis¬ 
ited Solvay Oldbury to receive a cheque from the Solvay 
team, which had also boosted its fundraising achieve¬ 
ments with donations made via the charity box in Sol- 
vay’s canteen and a collection box on the site. 

Fantastic 

A cheque was also recently presented to Victoria Rob¬ 
erts, local fundraising manager at Cancer Research UK. 

Vic Walters, a member of the Solvay team that com¬ 
pleted the challenge, said: “Conquering the Yorkshire 
Three Peaks was a fantastic experience, made all the 
better by our efforts raising money for two incredibly 
worthy causes. 

“We are very grateful to everyone who supported our 
efforts, especially those who made donations.” 

Following the Three Peaks Challenge, Alison Pugh, 
General Manager of BUDS, was recently presented with 
a cheque by Solvay Oldbury staff. 


FOCUS ON OLDBURY 


Climb every mountain, as 
James sets a new record 



James on his way to completing his task, climbing Whin Ben en route to Whiteside summit, Lake District 


AN adventurer and free¬ 
lance writer, originally 
from Oldbury, has climbed 
every mountain in Eng¬ 
land and Wales in just 
six months - the fastest 
known time. 

James Forrest, aged 34, 
walked over 1,000 miles and 
ascended five times the height 
of Everest in his mission to 
stand atop all 446 2,000ft-plus 
mountains in the two coun¬ 
tries. 

He completed the peak-bagging 
challenge solo and unsupported in 
his days off work, hiking up to 25 
miles a day and sleeping wild in 
the mountains. 

Lifetime 

James reached his final summit 
- Scafell Pike, England’s highest 
mountain at 3,209ft - on Septem¬ 
ber 16. He said: “I feel on top of 
the world to have finally com¬ 
pleted this epic expedition. 

“It has been the adventure of a 
lifetime and an incredibly tough 
challenge, both physically and 
mentally. Mountains are good for 
the soul. I love the freedom, the 
fresh air, the isolation, the un¬ 
predictability, the escapism - and 
this journey has let me experience 
these joys more than most.” 


James has completed the ‘Nut- 
tails’, a list of 446 summits com¬ 
piled in The Mountains of England 
and Wales by John and Anne Nut- 
tall, who define a mountain as 
“any summit of 2,000ft or more 
which rises above its surroundings 
on all sides by at least 50ft”. 

He has climbed 256 mountains 
in England and 190 in Wales since 


Thursday, March 16, travelling 
to numerous national parks in¬ 
cluding the Yorkshire Dales, Peak 
District, Lake District, Snowdonia 
and Brecon Beacons. 

The 34-year-old, who studied 
journalism at City of Wolver¬ 
hampton College and lived in Wil¬ 
son Road, Oldbury, for six years 
before moving to Cumbria in the 


summer of 2016, said the biggest 
difficulty during his challenge was 
the weather. 

He said: “The weather Gods 
have not been kind to me - it has 
rained on more than 50 per cent 
of my hikes. 

“I’ve been pummelled by tor¬ 
rential rain and gale-force winds 
on more occasions than I wish 


to remember - and I’ve stood 
atop literally hundreds of mist- 
shrouded summits with no views 
whatsoever. 

“It’s been a tough one mentally. 
Often I’ve felt like the last thing I 
want to do is head up high when 
the conditions are poor. But I’ve 
battled on, determined to achieve 
my goal. 

“There have also been so many 
breathtaking moments in glori¬ 
ous weather. The mountain land¬ 
scapes of England and Wales are 
simply stunning. 

“Walking in the mountains and 
sleeping under the stars has been 
life-affirming. 

“Every walk has been time well 
spent - time for wilderness and 
solitude, for self-reflection and 
quiet, for escapism and nature. 

“Every mountain has brought 
me boundless happiness.” 

James, whose favourite moun¬ 
tains were Tryfan in Wales and 
Hopegill Head in England, has 
raised more than £500 for The 
British Mountaineering Council’s 
charity, the Access and Conserva¬ 
tion Trust. The money raised will 
support the upcoming Mend Our 
Mountains: Make One Million 
campaign, which aims to protect 
the mountain landscapes of Brit¬ 
ain. 

To donate to James’ charity 
fundraising visit www.justgiving. 
com/ challenge446. 



MASSIVE KITCHEN SALE 

NOW ON 

UP TO 60% OFF 

CERTAIN RANGES 




DESIGN AND FITTING SERVICE 


www.ubhikitchens.co.uk email:ubhis@outlook.com 

Britannia Street, Tividale Oldbury, West Midlands B69 2PG 
Tel: 0121 557 7222 


F L S The Leather Specialist 


The Team 

We have a dedicated 
Consultancy Service at our 
Showroom & Specialist Centre 
in Oldbury where, you can 
arrange for a no obligation and 
completely FREE consultation 
on your leather requirements. 

We can re-vamp or redesign, tailor, 
bespoke, mend or alter right here at the 
specialist Centre. 

We are a truly international business 
operating from our headquarters in 
Birmingham and showrooms in London. 
We recognise that the creation of quality, 
commercial and innovative design 
solutions require talented people and 
have a team comprised of a wide range 


of skills and experience in creative, 
technical and commercial fields. 

Fonz Leather Styles have successfully 
partnered Internationally recognised 
branded products along with their own 
brand Ashwood all of which are now well 
established on the UK high street. 

We are quick to embrace cutting edge 
technology and systems in design and 

Our people enable us to deliver the 
highest quality service possible to you. 
Call Now or visit our website for your NO 
Obligation & FREE Consultation. 




FLS 

HIGH QUALITY LEATHER & SUEDE CLOTHING - 


WINTER 
STOCK 
NOW IN 


I 





LADIES 
AND MEN’S 
LEATHER, 
BESPOKE 
MADETO 
MEASURE OR 
TAILORED. 



OVER 200 
GENTSAND 
LADIES 
STYLES TO 
CHOOSE 
FROM 



[fr 


Find us on 


62 PERCY BUSINESS PARK | OLDBURY | B69 2RD | TEL: 0121 552 1286 
All sizes in stock | From Sm-8XL | Call NOW for more details 0121 552 1286 






































Act now - competition is hotting up 



Billy and Tom have a special bond Persian girls Rose and Peaches Ferret Marley loves chasing balls 



Otis rests on cake stand Flo is feeling hungry Dog tired - Dodger and Tigs Together-Buzz and Echo 


Now for something 
a little bit different 


AND still they flood in, a wealth of 
pet pictures and this week something a 
bit different - a ferret, ponies and guin¬ 
ea pigs. 

Asking for food, cosying up togeth¬ 
er or posing with flowers they all have 
their own tale to tell. And we want to 
hear them. Keep those pictures coming 
in. It is going to be a difficult job for you 
readers to judge but we hope you are 
enjoying seeing the pictures! 

Send us a picture of your beloved 



pet and, as well as the chance to see 
your pet in print, you could also win a 
£100 cash prize. 

It can be any animal as long as it is 


a pet belonging to you or a member of 
your family. 

Our Chronicle judges are simply 
looking for interesting pictures. We will 
select 10 of our favourite pictures and 
then it is up to our readers to decide on 
the winner. 

To enter email the images to sue. 
attwater@expressandstar.co.uk with 
your name and details, including where 
you are from and a bit of information 
about your pet. 



UPT012 MONTHS INTEREST FREE CREDIT (JSS) 


INTEREST FREE CREDIT EXAMPLES I 



NOW 

£399 


SPEND £500 

£50 deposit and 
x monthly payments 
@ £50 per month 
Total payable = £500 

% 

APR 


SPEND £1000 

£100 deposit and 
12 x monthly payments 
@ £75 per month 
Total payable = £1000 

% 

APR 


I (I Id I |ld] 
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Available on many sale items. Exclusions apply. See instore for details. 

IS 

TRIO BEDROOM SET, FULLY ASSEMBLED ON CASTORS 
IN 6 FINISHES...OAK, WALNUT, CREAM, BLUE, PINK. 
WHITE DOUBLE WARDROBE WAS £179 NOW £99 

4 DRAWER WIDE CHEST WAS £149 NOW £79 

3 DRAWER BEDSIDE WAS £99 NOW £49 

OR SAVE ANOTHER £32 & ORDER THE SET 

NOW£195THE LOT!! 


HUNDREDS OF BEDS AND THOUSANDS OF MATTRESSES 
IN OUR STORES TO TAKE AWAY OR NEXT DAY DELIVERY. 
100’S OF DIVAN BEDS FROM AS LITTLE AS £69 COMPLETE! 
ALL OUR MATTRESSES MANUFACTURED IN OUR OWN WORKSHOP 
ALL AT UNBELIEVABLE FACTORY PRICES AND DIRECT TO YOU!! 
LOOK FOR YOURSELF & SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL MANUFACTURER 


CLEON DESIGNER DOUBLE STURDY METAL 
BEDFRAME WITH ORTHOMASTER EXTRA 
__ FIRM MATTRESS 

WAS £599 SAVE £400 
NOW £199 THE LOTI! 

WHILE STOCKS LAST - LIMITED STOCKS IN OTHER SIZES TOO I! 


MILANO 2 SEATER SOFA 
CHOICE OF 8 FABRIC & FA 
LEATHER COLOURS 
WAS £399 
HALF PRICE!! 

now £199 




RICHMOND CLIC CLAC 
!D IN BROWN 
FAUX SUEDE 
WAS £299 
SAVE £200 

now £99 


BELLISSIM0 SWIVEL RECLINER 
CHAIR & FOOT STOOL 
IN FABRIC & LEATHER 


£199 




POWER LIFT & TILT 
MOBILITY CHAIR 
IN BLACK 
OR BROWN 
WAS £599 
NOW 

£349 


TUB CHAIR WITH FOOT STOOL IN 
^^^^BLACK OR BROWN 
WAS £249 
1 HALF PRICE!! 

NOW 

£ 124.50 


I I I 


MEXICAN PINE AMAZING VALUE 
COMPACT DINING TABLE 
AND 4 CHAIRS 
FLAT PACK FOR 
EASY HOME ASSEMBLY 
WAS £249 SAVE £100 

now £149 


SORRENTO SWIVEL ROCKER ELECTRIC RECLINER LEATHER CHAIR 
AWARD WINNING DESIGN WITH 360 DEGREE SWIVEL & TILT IN 
PEBBLE GREY OR 



CLASSIC WING CHAIRS IN 
STUNNING REGENCY 
DAMASKS, 
FLATWEAVES 
& VELOURS 
WAS £499 
NOW FROM 

£149 


STUNNI 



QUALITY SOLID OAK, 
MAHOGANY &JALI 
DINING RANGES & 
OCCASIONAL FURNITURE 
GOOD SELECTION OF 
SIZES & FINISHES 
NOW UPTO 50% OFF 


HUNDREDS OF BEDFRAMES, DIVANS & 
MATTRESSES TO TAKE AWAY 

SINGLE MATT FROM £39 
DOUBLE MATT FROM £59 
KING MATT FROM £79 


FOR THE BEST DEALS IN THE MIDLANDS, COME AND BROWSE IN PEACE AT OUR DUDLEY SHOWROOM 


B F C 


OUTLET STORE 


BFC FURNITURE FACTORY OUTLET STORE 
UNIT 9, CONEYGREE TRADING ESTATE, 
CONEYGREE ROAD, BURNT TREE, 
DUDLEY DY4 8XF 


Telephone: 

0121 557 6885 

OPENING HOURS: 
MON-SAT 10AM-6PM 
SUNDAY 10AM-4PM 



HU © 

PICTURES FOR 
GUIDANCE ONLY 



ADMIRAL 

BEARWMftr 






SUM*** 


Admiral 


Terms and conditions apply. 


Web: admiralslots.co.uk | THE 

GAMBLE RESPONSIBLY • GAMBLING SHOULD BE FUN. 
IF GAMBLING IS CAUSING YOU A PROBLEM FOR CONFIDENTIAL ADVICE & SUPPORT CONTACT: 

GAMCARE UK HELPLINE: 0808 8020 133 • WEBSITE: www.gamcare.org.uk 


SLOTS EXPERIENCE 


gambleaware., 
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Your Chronicle 





in association with 


^^ Hand picked holidays with you in mind 

Return coach travel from Cannock, Dudley, Walsall 
& Wolverhampton* 



CLASSICAL 

SPECTACULAR 


AT THE ROYAL ALBERT HALL 



Departing Saturday 18 November 2017 


Quote Code: AEN473 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star hotel within 20 miles 
of central London with full English breakfast 

✓ A Choir ticket (face value of £31.37) for Classical 
Spectacular on Saturday 18 November at the Royal 
Albert Hall (upgrades available at a supplement) 

✓ Free time in London 


2 days, by coach 

only £ 156 - 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 
‘Please note: Not all pick up points are available on all breaks. 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 


CAROLS 

BY CANDLELIGHT 


AT THE ROYAL ALBERT HALL 


• | 

K * l 

f t t *4'. 

Departing Saturday 16 December 2017 

r i 

Quote Code: GDE205 


Price Includes... 


✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star hotel within 30 miles of 
central London with full English breakfast 

✓ A Circle ticket (face value £34.31) for the Saturday 
evening performance of Carols by Candlelight 
(upgrades available) 

✓ Return coach transfer to the Royal Albert Hall 

✓ Free time in London on Sunday 


2 days, by coach 

only £ 159 - 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


OPENING TIMES: 

OmegaHols a OmegaHols OmegaHols MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 

—-——-—-;- SAT 8.30-16.00 

Organised by Omega Holidays pic, SUN1Q 0(H6 QQ 

ABTAV4782. 


Family's tribute to Sarah 
in rail crossing tragedy 



Inset: Sarah Athersmith, a pupil at Wood Green Academy in Wednesbury 


THE young girl who was 
killed when she was hit by 
a train in Walsall has been 
named as 14-year-old Sarah 
Athersmith. 

Sarah’s family paid tribute to 
the ‘beautiful’ teenager follow¬ 
ing her death on the railway near 
Bescot Stadium on September 26. 

In a statement, Sarah’s mother 
Susan said: “Sarah was a beautiful, 
kind and funny girl who loved her 
family. 

“She was the type of person that 
once you met you would never forget. 

“Losing a daughter at the age of 14 
years is something that you can never 
imagine. I will never get to see her 
grow up and fulfil her potential in life. 

“Outside of school she had a close 
group of friends and she had a love 
of going to visit and fuss some horses 
near to her home. 

Devastating 

“She was a kind and gentle girl 
who will be missed so much by her 
family. She has been taken from us at 
such a young age with her whole life 
in front of her. To not see her smil¬ 
ing and happy face around anymore 
is heart-breaking for everyone who 
knew her. 

“We are overwhelmed by the sup¬ 
port from friends, family and other 
services that are helping us to come to 
terms with what has happened to our 
daughter. 

“To know how much she was loved 
and cared about is touching and warm¬ 
ing to us as a family in this devastating 
time. 

“We hope this tribute will help the 
memory of my daughter live on with 
people and help them remember her 
for the amazing person she was. We 


will all always love and miss Sarah and 
will carry her with us forever. 

“We would appreciate at this mo¬ 
ment in time to be allowed to grieve 
as a family and ask that people respect 
the need for us to find the strength 
we need in these tragic circumstances 
to come to terms with what has hap¬ 
pened.” 

Since the tragic death, Network Rail 
has claimed that the Wallows Lane 
footpath crossing, where Sarah lost 
her life, was recommended for closure 
back in 2014. It said it urged Walsall 


Council to close the crossing three 
years ago for safety reasons. The coun¬ 
cil confirmed discussions had taken 
place but added no formal application 
for the closure had ever been submit¬ 
ted by Network Rail. 

Sarah was a pupil at Wednesbury’s 
Wood Green Academy, who have taken 
to crowd funding site Just Giving to 
help raise money for her family to help 
cover funeral and memorial costs. 

So far, more than £2,800 has been 
raised for the cause by just under 200 
people, with a target set of £5,000. 



hool 



lidavs! 


Don’t leave it until the last minute... 


Did you know there are lots of fun activities and events available for you and your family to enjoy 
during the school holidays in Sandwell, including activities and events for children with disabilities? 

At work? You can also find out what playschemes and childcare is available in your area. 

To plan your school holiday fun or for further information visit 

www.sandwell.gov.uk/holidays 

or call 0121 569 4914 
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COMMERCIAL FEATURE 


IRADIHONAI REM ME PUB 


Manager Mandy always 
ensure a warm welcome 
to customers old and 
new at the Waggon & 
Horses in Oldbury. 
Waggon & Horses also 
showcase all the major 
sporting events from 
Football to Boxing all 
featured on Sky Sports, BT 
Sports and Box Nation. For 
those who like ‘doing’ rather 
than ‘watching’ there is the 
availability of the Pool Table. 
The pub itself boasts a wide 
range of ciders, lagers, 
wines and spirits including 


‘Real Ales’ which they 
rotate weekly. Regulars very 
often enjoy ales such as 
Bathams, AJ Ales, Oakham, 
JHB, Stairway To Heaven 
and MA Pardoes Entire, 
Plus many more!. 

The pub also run a loyalty 
scheme which means 
customers get 10p back on 
their card for every pound 
spend. 

The pub also has regular 
live entertainment over 
weekends and also offers a 
FREE Juke box on a Friday 
night. 
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^OMbuiyREP 

4th-11th November 

‘HOLMES AND 
THE RIPPER’ 

by 

Brian Clemens 

Holmes and Watson become embroiled in the 
grisly murders in Whitechapel and set out to 
discover the true identity of Jack the Ripper, in 
this fast paced and gripping production. 

WATCH IT IF YOU DARE! 

TICKET PRICES MON-TUES £8.00 
WED-SAT £10.00 (£9.00 CONCESSIONS) 


FILMS AT ORP 

17th November 

Our next special screening will be the 
Daphne Du Maurier thriller 

‘MY COUSIN RACHEL 

starring Rachel Weisz 

All films are shown on our 16ft screen with high 
quality Digital projection in our 
170 seat auditorium. 

ALL TICKETS ARE STILL JUST £4.00 AND 
THE PERFORMANCE STARTS AT 7.30PM 

FREE adjacent car park (CCTV) Lounge, Bar, 
Facilities for the disabled 
Now booking! Box Office 0121 552 2761 

Box Office open Monday evening from 7.30pm, Friday evening prior to main 
house production and the night of the production at 7.00pm 

Spring Walk, Langley B69 4SP 
Online bookings now available at our website: 
www.oldburyrep.org 
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7 Christmas 

& New Year 
bookings now 
P y^Y being * a ^ en 

CARVERY 

£4.49 Monday - Saturday 
• £6.79 Sunday 

Food served: Mon-Sat 12:00-20:30 
Sundays 12:00-17:30 

FUNCTION 
ROOM 

Funerals 


Oh, Tom! We are 
still Crazy For You 


H e never once thought 
about packing it in, 
though his mates told 
him he ought to. During 
his six wilderness years, 
Tom Chambers worked 
variously as a barman, pizza delivery 
guy, HGV driver and more. He took 
whatever work he could get because 
nobody wanted to give the fledgling 
actor a job. 

So he recorded a video of himself tap dancing, 
showing off skills that few possess. And he sent it to 
1,000 people - yes, 1,000. Two of them responded. 

“I was lucky, one of those responses led to a TV 
audition.” 

The audition was for Holby City and that, in turn, led 
to an appearance on Strictly Come Dancing. For Tom, at 
least, the rest is history and he is now one of the biggest 
stars of the West End. Musical theatre adores the man 
who won the sixth series of Strictly with partner Camilla 
Dallerup. 

“In this industry, you either have to have a screw loose 
or be slightly mad. Not giving up for that long and having 
that never-ending belief that you’ll get there requires 
something a little different. Even now, I still can’t quite 
believe what I’m doing. 

“I tried for six years after drama school, I was a barman 
pizza delivery, HGV driver. .. You name it. Then I did a 
tap dance and sent it out to 1,000 people and I got two 
responses. Everyone was telling me to quit. They were 
telling me to find another agent. At one point, I even 
signed up to be a fireman. But then the phone 
rang offering me a proper TV audition for six 
years. I took it and things have gone alright 
since that. But that’s the thing, you’re so lucky 
to get work in this 
industry. You only 
have to watch X 
Factor to realise 
what talents people 
have.” 

Tom is lining up 
with another Strictly 
winner, Caroline 
Flack, who is making 
her stage debut as‘Irene’ ^ 
in the national tour of Crazy 
For You. Tom plays her love 
interest, Bobby, and the show 
reaches Birmingham Hippodrome from 
Tuesday to October 28. 

Best known to TV audiences for her 
star-turn on the popular BBC TV series 
Strictly Come Dancing, Flack won the 
12th season of Strictly in 2014. She 
currently presents ITV’s Love Island and 
her previous presenting credits include 
I’m a Celebrity .. . Get Me Out of Here 
NOW! and The Xtra Factor. She has 
also presented The X Factor. Prior to 
presenting, Caroline trained in musical 
theatre. 

Tom created the role of Jerry Travers in the West 
End musical Top Hat, for which he was nominated for 
an Olivier Award for Best Actor in a Musical. He can 
currently be seen in the hit BBC drama Casualty and 
his other TV credits include Holby City and Waterloo 
Road. His recent stage credits include Private Lives and 
White Christmas in the West End. 

They will be joined by Charlotte Wakefield in the role 
of Polly. Charlotte made her West End debut as Wendla 
in Spring Awakening, for which she was nominated 
for an Olivier Award. She played Maria in the critically 
acclaimed production of The Sound of Music at Regent’s 
Park Open Air Theatre receiving nominations for Best 
Actress in a Musical at both the Evening Standard and 
Olivier Awards. Her other theatre credits include Sophie 


'Pure enjoyment' - Tom and 
Charlotte in Crazy For You 



in Mamma Mia! in the West End, Truly Scrumptious in 
Chitty Chitty Bang Bang and Laurey in Oklahoma!, both 
on national tour. 

Tom says the production is enormous fun. “It’s 
* great to be working with Caroline again. I judged her 
on the Strictly tour after she won it in 2014.1 didn’t 

have to wag my finger at her and give her 
instructions, she was step perfect. 
“This is her first musical. She’s 
really purposeful. She didn’t 
want the lead because 
it’s her first one and she 
didn’t want to jump in the 
deep end. But she’s like a 
box of fireworks. You never 
what what colour it’s going 
to be next.” 

Crazy For You is directed 
by The Watermill’s Artistic 
Director, Paul Hart, with 
musical arrangements by 
Catherine Jayes (The Color 
Purple, Broadway). It is 
choreographed by Nathan 
M. Wright (High Society, 
Old Vic) and is designed by 
Diego Pitarch (The Addams Family). 

It has music and lyrics by George 
Gershwin and Ira Gershwin and a 
book by Ken Ludwig. It was inspired 
by material by Guy Bolton and 
John McGowan and was originally 
produced on Broadway by Roger 
Horchow and Elizabeth Williams. 

Tom says: “Everything is about 
the casting, get that right and it’s 
half done. In this show, you almost 
don’t know where to look. There’s 
something unique about this show 
compared to the originals. There’s 
no orchestra or pit, the music’s 
been learnt - imagine that, a 
whole Gershwin. I have to play the 
trumpet for four bars but the rest 
are brilliant. The cast have learned 
singing, dancing, acting and playing 



I’d say the Black 
Country crowd has 
a brilliant sense 
of humour 


an instrument at the same time. There’s tap dancing, 
spinning and playing clean notes. How you do play a 
violin cleanly when you’re jumping around on the stage? 

“Everything you see played on stage is live and real. 

It makes it very, very exciting. It’s pure enjoyment, pure 
escapism, a big bundle of fun. It’s like medicine for the 
soul.” 

Tom was drawn to the stage by Crazy For You, which 
he saw when he was 15 with Ruthie Henshall. “If there 
was one role in my entire life at the top of my bucket list, 
it was Bobby. With loads of musicals, the scripts are 
neither here nor there. But this was written in the 1990s 
- when the Die Hards and When Harry Met Sally were 
coming out. The dialogue at that time was great with 
loads of one-liners. So the audience smile from start to 
finish. It’s a classic boy meets girl, but it’s the lengths 
Bobby goes to that makes it funny, there’s a farcical 
element to it.” 

Tom is also looking forward to being back in 
Birmingham, where he played in Top Hat. 

“I’ve done Top Hat and Private Lives too. It’s lovely 
to be back. I’d say the Birmingham and Black Country 
crowd have a brilliant sense of humour, they’re always 
very warm. Some parts of the country, I can’t name them, 
they’re a little bit cooler and reserved, whereas with 
Birmingham the audience is ready to have a good time 
from the moment the curtain goes up.” 

• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 
Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday. 
























Festive favourite in world 
stage premiere at Rep 


NATIVITY! The Musical, a stage show 
based on a series of popular festive movies 
created by Birmingham writer and director 
Debbie Isitt, is bringing Christmas early to 
Birmingham Repertory Theatre. 

Opening with its world premiere tomorrow (Friday), 
the musical filled with cute children, laughs and 
popular tunes will run for just over three weeks. 

The Nativity series of three films have become family 
favourites, written and directed by Bafta award winner 
Isitt. And now she brings to the stage the hilarious 
story of a school’s attempt to stage the best nativity 
play, led by the exasperated teacher Mr Maddens 
and his eccentric teaching assistant Mr Poppy, and 
featuring 27 enthusiastic youngsters - all from the 
West Midlands. 


“Birmingham and the West Midlands has so many 
talented children and I loved meeting all of them at our 
auditions,” said Isitt. 

“I’m absolutely delighted to be working with our 
sweet and funny young cast and the incredibly 
talented and hilariously funny musical theatre cast who 
are going to be brilliant.” 

After its Birmingham run (until November 12), the 
show is going on tour to cities including Sheffield, 
Manchester, Plymouth and Leeds, before a London 
run which will include a live cinema screening. 

The cast includes West End regular Simon Lipkin 
(Avenue Q, Spamalot, Guys and Dolls) as the barmy 
Mr Poppy and Daniel Boys as Mr Maddens (Avenue Q 
and TV’s Any Dream Will Do). 

For tickets see Birmingham-rep.co.uk or call 0121 
236 4455. 


Civic is back with 
rock icons Placebo 


The gig of the week has to 
be between the return of 
Wolverhampton Civic Hall 
with goth icons Placebo on 
Saturday night and the ice 
cool London Grammar at 
Birmingham 02 Academy on 
Monday. 

London band Placebo, fronted 
by Brian Molko, pictured, burst 
onto the music scene 20 years ago 
with Nancy Boy and went on to 
work with David Bowie and REM’s 
Michael Stipe. They released seven 
studio albums, won loyal followings 
in the UK and France and had hit 
singles with Pure Morning, You 
Don’t Care About Us and Every You 
Every Me from their classic Without 
You I’m Nothing album. 

London Grammar, fronted by 
Hannah Reid, won acclaim for their 


debut album If You Wait and hit 
single Strong in 2013, and released 
second album Truth Is A Beautiful 
Thing this summer. They will be 
supported by LA outfit Lo Moon for 
the sold out Birmingham show. 

It’s all going on at the 02 
Academy tomorrow (Friday) with 
Dizzee Rascal in the main room 
and Roachford and Gabrielle Aplin 
(sold out) in the venue’s other 
rooms. At the same venue Grammy 
Award-winers Train have sold out 
their show on Saturday, Atlanta 
rapper Future plays on Sunday, 
Marmozets on Monday, The Horrors 
on Tuesday and Zara Larsson on 
Wednesday. 

Over at the 02 Institute in 
Digbeth, Bewdley’s Becky Hill 
has sold out her Friday night gig. 
Metronomy play the venue on 
Saturday, the same night as MOBO 



winner 
Shaka. 

Californian singer BANKS visits on 
Sunday. Electro-punk duo Sleaford 
Mods play next Thursday. 

Emeli Sande heads to 
Birmingham’s Genting Arena on 
Wednesday, in support of her 
second studio album Long Live The 
Angels. 

In Wolverhampton young punks 
Cabbage play the Slade Rooms 
tomorrow, whilst WASP celebrate 
the 25th anniversary of their album 
The Crimson Idol at the Wulfrun 
Hall. Former Stranglers frontman 
Hugh Cornwell is at the Wulfrun on 
Saturday. 

The South play the music of The 
Beautiful South and feature one of 
that band’s former singers, Alison 
Wheeler, at Bilston’s Robin 2 on 
Sunday. 



in association with 


OPENING TIMES: 
MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 
SUN 10.00-16.00 


ADVERTISEMENT 


RED HOUSE GLASS CONE 


There is lots to do this half term at Red 
House Glass Cone, whether creating a 
monster or ninja in fused glass or taking 
part in trick or treat around the site. 


The glass fusion sessions for monsters is 
on Thursday 26 and for ninjas Tuesday 
24, Trick and Treat days are Friday 27 
and Saturday 28 October, pre- booking 
is essential. 

We have a Ninja themed family day on 
Wednesday 25 from 10.00am -3.00pm 
The site has a variety of craft studios to 
explore as part of the visit. 

Visitors can watch glassmaking 
demonstrations daily throughout the 
holidays and for refreshments visit the 
Red Cone Coffee House. 

To pre book sessions call 
(01384) 815571 
Website: 

www.dudley.gov.uk/see-and-do/museums 
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[Glass! 
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Wednesday 25 October 

Ninja Day • 10am - 3pm 


' Friday 27 & Saturday 28 October 

V 

Trick and Treat 

jL 

pre booking essential 
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Craft studios, Red Cone Coffee House 


and glassmaking demonstrations 

1 

01384 812750 

www.dudley.gov.uk/see-and-do/museums 
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Your Chronicle 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 

Return coach travel from Cannock, Dudley, Walsall, 
West Bromwich & Wolverhampton 


CHRISTMAS 
AT DOWNTON 

& BATH CHRISTMAS MARKET 


Departing Sunday 10 December 2017 


Quote Code: UCJ006 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star Reading/Wiltshire- 
area hotel on a half-board basis 

✓ Admission to Highclere Castle 

✓ Free time at Bath’s Christmas Markets 

2 days, by coach 

£l39 9 sp P 


only 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


CHRISTMAS AT 


& BATH’S FESTIVE MARKET 


Departing Saturday 9 December 2017 


Quote Code: CNW664 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star Reading/Wiltshire area 
hotel with full English breakfast 

✓ Visit to Bath Christmas Market 

✓ Visit and admission to Blenheim Palace (value £24.90) 

2 days, by coach 
only £ 119 - 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 


Organised by Omega Holidays pic, 
ABTAV4782. 
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DIGITAL 



Gunpowder 
(BBC1,9.10pm) 

New series. In 1603, following 
the death of Elizabeth I, King 
James of Scotland claims the 
English throne, and the country 
goes to war with Catholic Spain. 
As a result, English Catholics 
are persecuted and driven into 
hiding, but after witnessing the 
brutal means by which the 
Crown intends to punish his 
people for practicing their faith, 
recusant Catholic Robert 
Catesby devises a treasonous 
plot to assassinate King James. 
However, he must first enlist the 
aid of stalwart allies, and heads 
to Brussels to seek the help of a 
hardened war veteran named 
Guy Fawkes. Three-part 
historical drama, starring Kit 
Harington as Catesby - his own 
ancestor - alongside Liv Tyler, 
Mark Gatiss, Derek Riddell and 
Tom Cullen. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 The Hairy Bikers’ Comfort 
Food. (R) 12.00 Football Focus. 1.00 
BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Bargain Hunt. 
(R) 2.15 Escape to the Country. (R)2.45 
Film: Madagascar. (2005) Animated 
comedy, with the voice of Ben Stiller. 

4.05 Final Score. 5.25 BBC News. 5.35 
Regional Programme. 5.45 Pointless 
Celebrities. 

6.35 Strictly Come Dancing. Twelve 
couples remain as the annual 
dancing competition enters its fifth 
weekend. The pressure to put in a 
flawless performance remains as 
high as ever, as the duos once 
again take to the stage to 
demonstrate the routines they 
have been practising throughout 
the week. Tess Daly and Claudia 
Winkleman are on hand to oversee 
proceedings, as judges Shirley 
Balias, Darcey Bussell, Bruno 
Tonioli and Craig Revel Horwood 
share their thoughts on the 
couples’ steps. 

8.20 Casualty. Connie distracts herself 
from her personal problems by 
trying to get to the bottom of the 
squabbles between Dylan, David 
and Louise, who have been in 
conflict over Dylan's decision to 
smuggle Sanosi into the UK. 
Meanwhile, Lily is made uneasy by 
the natural chemistry between 
Sam and lain, who she discovers 
have a romantic history together, 
and Max tries to deliver bad news 
to mortuary assistant Tara, whose 
new squeeze seems to have a 
troubling secret. 

9.10 Gunpowder. New series. Historical 
drama telling the story of the 1603 
plot concocted by Robert Catesby 
and his Catholic co-conspirators 
to kill James I. Starring Kit 
Harington and Liv Tyler. 

10.10 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest 
Premier League matches, 
including Chelsea v Watford at 
Stamford Bridge and Huddersfield 
Town v Manchester United at the 
John Smith's Stadium. Watford 
started the season in fine form to 
take their place in the top half of 
the table, and were expected to 
provide an stern examination of 
Chelsea's title credentials. 

12.00 The NFL Show. 12.30 The Weight 
Cut: Extreme Weight Loss. 1.00 Weather 
for the Week Ahead. 1.05 BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.45 Animal Park Summer Special. (R) 

7.30 Naomi’s Nightmares of Nature. (R) 
8.00 Deadly 60. (R) 8.30 Show Me What 
You’re Made Of. (R) 9.00 Saturday 
Mash-Up! 11.00 Walrus: Two Tonne 
Tusker-Natural World. (R) 12.00 Rick 
Stein’s Long Weekends. (R) 1.00 Grand 
Tours of the Scottish Islands. (R) 2.00 
Coast. (R) 3.00 Flog It! (R) 4.00 
Mastermind. (R) 4.30 The Big Family 
Cooking Showdown. (R) 5.30 Anglesey: 
Island Life. 

6.00 Gardeners’World. Monty Don 
advises on what plants need 
protection and howto nurture 
tender plants over the coming 
months. Plus, Carol Klein 
celebrates ornamental grasses. 
Including Weather. (R) 

7.00 Coastal Path. Explorer Paul Rose 
takes in the north Cornish coast, 
touring Tintagel Castle, 
experiencing the hustle and bustle 
of Padstow’s 'Obby ’Oss festival, 
and visiting St Ives. (R) 

7.30 Front Row. Darcey Bussell 
celebrates the legacy of 
choreographer Kenneth 
Macmillan, and Stig Abell 
interviews Philip Pullman about 
his new novel The Book of Dust: 

La Belle Sauvage. 

8.00 Britain Afloat. Mary-Ann Ochota 
examines the prevalence of the 
punt, the flat-bottomed vessels first 
set afloat in the Bronze Age. (R) 

8.30 Dad’s Army. The air-raid wardens 
have to share the church hall with 
the Home Guard after their HQ is 
bombed, but Hodges’ men are 
terribly disruptive and soon cause 
mayhem. (R) 

9.00 Lucy Worsley’s Nights at the 
Opera. The presenter details how 
Bizet’s Carmen, Puccini’s La 
Boheme, Wagner’s Ring Cycle and 
Richard Strauss’s Salome swept 
away operatic conventions in the 
19th and early-20th centuries. 
10.00 Ql XL. With Bill Bailey, Phill 
Jupitus and Claudia Winkleman. 

10.45 Later — with Jools Holland. With 
Paul Heaton and Jacqui Abbott, 
Wolf Alice, Grizzly Bear, Sza and 
RL Boyce. 

11.50 Film: In Our Name. (2010) A 
British soldier is haunted by her 
experiences in Iraq, and becomes 
increasingly paranoid about her 
daughter’s safety. Drama, starring 
Joanne Froggattand Mel Raido. 

1.15 Film: In the Dark Half. (2012) 2.35 
This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for 
Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.20 Grizzly Tales 
for Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: 
Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Super 4. (R) 
7.00 Mission Employable. (R) 7.05 
Oddbods. (R) 7.10 Ultimate Spider-Man: 
Web Warriors. 7.30 Scrambled!: 
Scrambled! 7.35 Scrambled!: The Tom 
and Jerry Show. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: 
Fangbone. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: The 
Powerpuff Girls. (R) 8.30 Scrambled!: 
Thunderbirds Are Go. 9.05 Scrambled!: 
Adventure Time. 9.25 Saturday Morning 
with James Martin. 11.20 Gino’s Italian 
Escape - Islands in the Sun. (R) 11.50 
The Hungry Sailors. (R) 12.50 ITV News; 
Weather. 1.00 ITV Racing: Live from 
Ascot. Coverage of today’s race meeting 
at Ascot. 5.00 Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 

5.30 Paul O’Grady: Forthe Love of Dogs. 

(R) 

6.00 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.05 ITV News; Weather. 

6.20 Cannonball. 

7.20 The Chase: Celebrity Special. 

Bradley Walsh invites Jamie 
Theakston, Faye Tozer, Ben 
Cohen and Sara Pascoe to take 
part in the quiz, with thousands of 
pounds in charity donations up for 
grabs. 

8.20 The X Factor-Judges’Houses. 

Dermot O’Leary presents as the 
contest enters the judges’ houses 
stage, which sees the 24 
remaining would-be stars jetting 
off to exotic locales for a taste of 
the glamour that comes with 
international stardom. This time, 
the Boys accompany Louis Walsh 
to Istanbul, while the Girls follow 
Sharon Osbourne to San 
Francisco. Simon Cowell takes the 
Groups to his villa Chateau Diter 
near Cannes, and Nicole 
Scherzinger takes the Overs to 
South Africa. Each group will 
receive mentoring from some of 
the judges’ closest confidants, as 
former X Factor judge Cheryl 
returns to mentor Simon’s 
ensembles, and Jack and Kelly 
Osbourne help their mother 
Sharon with the girls. Nicole will 
be enlisting the aid of UK grime 
star Stormzy, while Louis’ lads will 
be mentored by Brit Award¬ 
winning singer Mika. 

10.15The Jonathan Ross Show. 

11.25 ITV News; Weather. 

11.45 Film: Mickey Blue Eyes. (1999) 

1.30 Jackpot247. 3.00 The Hungry 
Sailors. (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.15 Mobil 1 The Grid. 6.40 Triathlon: 
Hever Castle. 7.10 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 7.35 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 
Frasier. (R) 9.30 The Big Bang Theory. 
9.55 The Big Bang Theory. 10.25 The Big 
Bang Theory. 10.50 The Simpsons. (R) 

11.20 The Simpsons. (R) 11.50 Come 
Dine with Me. (R) 12.20 Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 12.50 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

1.20 Come Dine with Me. (R) 1.50 A 
Place in the Sun: Winter Sun. (R) 2.50 A 
Place in the Sun: Winter Sun. (R) 3.50 
Best Laid Plans. 4.55 Formula 1 United 
States Grand Prix Practice 3 Live. Further 
coverage from the 17th round of the 
season at Circuit of the Americas in 
Texas. 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Rivers with Jeremy Paxman. The 

presenter explores the Severn, 
Britain’s longest river, which flows 
through both England and Wales. 
Along the way, he visits the largest 
ship graveyard in the country, 
meets the last practitioners of an 
unusual form of fishing, and takes 
part in a coracle regatta. He finally 
reaches the source of the river, 
where he meets a local poet. (R) 
8.00 Hidden Britain by Drone. Tony 
Robinson presents the first of two 
programmes using drones to 
shoot aerial footage of areas of 
Britain that are off limits to the 
public. Among the locations 
featured is a village on Salisbury 
Plain that is not listed on any 
maps, and is used by the military 
for training. The drones record an 
exercise involving tanks storming 
the area. Other sites include the 
world’s most advanced container 
port, a Second World War bunker, 
an abandoned airbase that once 
housed nuclear weapons, and an 
18th-century mansion belonging 
to a Russian billionaire. (R) 

9.00 Formula 1 United States Grand 
Prix Qualifying Live. Coverage of 
the qualifying session (Start-time 
10.00pm), as the drivers contest 
starting grid positions at Circuit of 
the Americas in Texas, ahead of 
the 17th round of the season. 
Presented by Steve Jones, with 
analysis by David Coulthard, Mark 
Webber and Eddie Jordan. 

11.35Film: The Iceman. (2012) Fact- 
based crime drama, starring 
Michael Shannon 

1.25 The Last Leg. (R) 2.20 Hollyoaks. 

4.30 Location, Location, Location. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.10 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.45 The Gadget 
Show. (R) 11.40 Police Interceptors: 
Future Crime. (R) 12.40 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 1.40 The A-Team. (R) 

2.40 The A-Team. (R) 3.40 The A-Team. 
(R) 4.40 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 
(R) 5.40 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 
Documentary giving an insight into cash- 
strapped Britain from the perspectives of 
debtors, creditors and those who collect 
the payments, including High Court 
enforcement bailiffs and repossession 
teams. The series follows each case as it 
unfolds, recording the thoughts and 
feelings on both sides, the process of 
repossession and the impact it has on all 
involved. (R) 

6.40 Film: The Bridge at Remagen. 

(1969) As Allied forces prepare for 
a major assault on Germany, a 
small unit of American soldiers is 
sent to capture a strategically 
important bridge over the Rhine - 
but German forces are determined 
to prevent the Allied advance, and 
seek to destroy it. Second World 
War adventure, starring George 
Segal, Robert Vaughn, Ben 
Gazzaraand Bradford Dillman. 
Edited for language. 

7.40 5 News Update. 

7.45 Film: The Bridge at Remagen. 

(1969) Concluded. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Football on 5: The Championship. 
Colin Murray introduces highlights 
from the weekend's games, 
including Bristol City v Leeds 
United at Ashton Gate, 
Middlesbrough v Cardiff City at 
Riverside Stadium, and Millwall v 
Birmingham City at The Den. 

10.00Football on 5: Goal Rush. Colin 
Murray introduces all the goals 
from the weekend’s games in 
Leagues One and Two, including 
Shrewsbury Town v Fleetwood 
Town, and Carlisle United v Notts 
County. 

10.30 Film: Ace Ventura: When Nature 
Calls. (1995) The eccentric pet 
detective is coaxed out of exile 
in a Buddhist monastery to search 
for a missing sacred bat in the 
African jungle. Comedy sequel, 
with Jim Carrey and Simon Callow. 
Edited for sexual content and 
language. 

12.10 SuperCasino. 3.10 Notorious: The 
Philpott Fire - 5 Years On. (R) 4.00 Killer 
Schoolgirl: Countdown to Murder. (R) 
4.50 Great Scientists. (R) 5.15 Wildlife 
SOS. (R) 


BBC Four 

7.00 The Incredible Human Journey 8.00 
Wild China 9.00 Beck: The Family 10.30 
Beck: The Invasion 12.00 Top of the 
Pops: 1984 1.20 Sound of Cinema: The 
Music That Made the Movies 2.20 Wild 
China 3.20 Close 
ITV2 

11.25 The X Factor: Six Chair Challenge 
1.30 Take Me Out 2.55 Film: What a Girl 
Wants (2003) 4.00 FYI Daily 4.05 Film: 
What a Girl Wants (2003) 5.05 Film: Liar 
Liar (1997) 6.05 FYI Daily 6.10 Film: Liar 
Liar (1997) 6.45 Film: The Lord of the 
Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring (2001) 
7.45 FYI Daily 7.50 Film: The Lord of the 
Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring (2001) 

10.20 Celebrity Juice 11.05 Family Guy 
12.00 American Dad! 12.55 Time wasters 

1.30 Bromans 2.25 Totally Bonkers 
Guinness World Records 2.50 
Teleshopping 5.50 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

11.15 FYI Daily 11.20 Film: The Nun’s 
Story (1959) 12.55 Lewis 2.55 Foyle’s 
War 7.00 Midsomer Murders 11.00 
Lewis 1.00 On the Buses 2.00 ITV3 
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 

ITV4 

12.00 Football Rivalries 12.10 The Darts 
Show 12.45 World Series of Darts Live: 
Germany. Coverage of the opening 
session of the second day of the 
inaugural staging of the tournament. 

5.00 Nijinsky’s Triple Crown 5.05 Pawn 
Stars 7.00 World Series of Darts Live: 
Germany. Coverage of the semi-finals 
and final of the inaugural staging of the 
tournament. 11.00 Film: Conan the 
Destroyer (1984) 12.00 FYI Daily 12.05 
Film: Conan the Destroyer (1984) 1.05 
The Sweeney 2.05 The Classic Car Show 
2.55 ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 
Teleshopping 
E4 

11.30 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 12.30 The 
Goldbergs 3.00 Don’t Tell the Bride 4.00 
The Great British Bake Off 5.15 The Great 
British Bake Off: An Extra Slice 6.00 The 
Big Bang Theory 9.00 Film: Die Hard 

(1988) 11.40 Gogglebox 1.50 Rude Tube 

3.15 Tattoo Fixers 4.10 How I Met Your 
Mother 4.55 Rude(ish) Tube 

Film4 

11.00 Siege of the Saxons (1963) 1.00 
Step Up 4: Miami Heat (2012) 2.55 
Marmaduke (2010) 4.40 The House 
of Magic (2013) 6.20 Hulk (2003) 
Comic-book adventure, starring Eric 
Bana. 9.00 Thor (2011) Fantasy 
adventure, starring Chris Hemsworth. 

11.15 Machete Kills (2013)1.25 The 
Hole (2009) 3.20 Close 
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Have fun 



Make new 
friends 


Adventure 


Your 2 year old may be able to get up to 15 hours free 
childcare a week during term time. 

That’s 15 hours a week to learn through play, make their first 
friends, sing, dance, dress up and have lots of fun. 


That’s also 15 hours a week for you to have a break, spend 
more time with your younger children, get stuff done around 
the house, study or look for work. 


To find out more please contact Sandwell 
Family Information Service 0121569 4914 
or visit www.sandwell.gov.uk/freechildcare 


Metropolitan Borough Counc 



U Sandwell San 

“ Family Informations 

Service 





















Robot Wars 
(BBC2,8pm) 

New series. Dara 0 Briain and 
Angela Scanlon present a new 
format for the contest. Among 
the new twists are a new hazard 
that fills the arena with fog, 
Robot Redemption rounds, in 
which losing teams have a 
chance to get back into the 
contest, and the show's biggest 
ever battle, the Ten Robot 
Rumble, in which 10 teams 
battle to the death with no time 
limit. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.25 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 
Sunday Morning Live. 11.00 Regional 
Programme. 12.15 Bargain Hunt. (R) 

1.00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Homes 
Underthe Hammer. (R) 2.15 Money for 
Nothing. (R) 3.15 Escape to the Country. 
(R) 4.00 Points of View. 4.15 Songs of 
Praise. 4.50 Eat Well for Less? (R) 5.50 
BBC News. 


6.05 Regional Programme. 

6.15 Countryfile. John Craven and 
Margherita Taylor present the 
show from Cornwall, where they 
attend a food festival dedicated to 
using every part of an animal, visit 
a vineyard with unusual origins, 
and meet a writer who is trying to 
preserve the Cornish language. 
Plus, Adam Henson reports on 
soya farming and Tom Heap 
examines calls to suspend public 
rights of way. 

7.15 Strictly Come Dancing: The 
Results. Tess Daly and Claudia 
Winkleman present the results of 
last night’s public vote, which is 
combined with the judges’ scores 
to reveal the two lowest scoring 
couples. Both pairs will compete 
in a dance-off to decide which of 
them will be eliminated from the 
contest. With music from Irish 
rock band the Script. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona Bruce 
presents the show from Senate 
House in Bloomsbury, where 
experts meet a man who has flown 
in from Antwerp to get a carved 
whale bone scrimshaw valued. 
Other items featured in the show 
include a brick that survived the 
Great Fire of London and a stuffed 
artist’s model used by some of 
19th-century Paris’s most famous 
painters. 

9.00 The Last Post. Drama about 

military police and their families in 
a 1960s British colony on the Red 
Sea coast. 


10.00BBC News. 


10.20Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 
Chapman reviews the latest 
Premier League action, featuring 
Tottenham Hotspur v Liverpool at 
Wembley Stadium and Everton v 
Arsenal at Goodison Park. 

11.30 NFL Highlights. Arizona Cardinals 
v Los Angeles Rams. Caroline 
Barker introduces action. 


12.30 Weather for the Week Ahead. 
12.35 BBC News. 



BBC2 


6.35 Great British Garden Revival. (R) 

7.35 Gardeners’World. (R) 8.35 
Countryfile. (R) 9.30 Saturday Kitchen 
Best Bites. 11.00 Mary Berry’s Foolproof 
Cooking. (R) 11.30 My Life on a Plate. 

(R) 12.15 M0TD2 Extra. 1.00 Joan 
Fontaine: Talking Pictures. (R) 1.30 Film: 
Suspicion. (1941) Alfred Hitchcock’s 
thriller, starring Cary Grant. 3.05 
Northern Italy Unpacked. (R) 4.05 Flog 
It! 5.00 H is for Hawk: A New Chapter - 
Natural World. (R) 

6.00 Top Gear. Chris Harris and Sabine 
Schmitz compete in a buggy race 
across the Californian desert that 
is one of the toughest events in 
motorsport, and Matt LeBlanc test 
drives new supercar the Ford GT. 

(R) 

7.00 Colombia with Simon Reeve. The 

presenter explores the country as 
50 years of civil war draws to a 
close in the wake of a recently 
signed peace deal. He meets 
guerrilla fighters who have 
pledged to lay down arms, but also 
discovers a negative consequence 
of their disarming, as the 
paramilitary gangs that control the 
drugs trade grow in power. Simon 
travels through the country with 
coca farmers, who discuss the 
government support they will need 
in the turbulent times ahead, as 
poverty and land ownership 
becoming pressing issues. (R) 
8.00 Robot Wars. New series. Dara 0 
Briain and Angela Scanlon present 
a new format for the contest 
featuring a Ten Robot Rumble, in 
which 10 teams battle to the death 
with no time limit. 

9.00 Louis Theroux: Dark States- 
Murder In Milwaukee. The 

reporter examines gun crime and 
racial tensions in the US city, 
meeting the police department’s 
homicide officers and families of 
people who have been shot. Last 
in the series. 

10.00Snowfall. Franklin is determined 
to recover his stolen money and 
get revenge on the people who 
took it, and Leon knows someone 
who might be able to help him 
achieve his goals. 

10.45 Mock the Week. James Acaster, 

Ed Byrne, Gary Delaney, Ivo 
Graham and Zoe Lyons join host 
Dara 0 Briain and regular Hugh 
Dennis for the comedy show. (R) 
11.20 Film: Glory. (1989) 

1.15 Sign Zone: Question Time. (R) 2.15 
Holby City. (R) 3.15 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 The Aquabats! 
Super Show! (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.45 Super 4. (R) 7.00 
Mission Employable. (R) 7.05 Oddbods. 
(R) 7.10 Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: The Tom and Jerry Show. 
(R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The 
Animated Series. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: 
Ben 10. (R) 8.30 Scrambled!: Be Cool, 
Scooby-Doo! (R) 9.05 Scrambled!: 
Adventure Time. 9.25 ITV News. 9.30 
Australian Wilderness with Ray Mears. 
(R) 10.00 Peston on Sunday. 10.55 
Amazing Animal Births. (R) 11.25 
Robson Green’s Coastal Lives. (R) 11.55 
Bigheads. (R) 12.55 ITV News; Weather. 

I. 00 The X Factor - Judges’ Houses. (R) 
2.55 Film: Mr Bean’s Holiday. (2007) 

4.35 Victoria. (R) 5.35 Regional 
Programme. 5.45 ITV News; Weather. 
6.00 Tipping Point: Lucky Stars. Ben 

Shephard invites Katie Price, 

Alison Hammond and Marc Baylis 
to take part in a special edition of 
the quiz show, in which they must 
answer questions to win turns on 
an arcade-style machine. Dropping 
tokens down a choice of four 
chutes, they hope to knock piles of 
them off a moving shelf - and the 
more they collect, the better their 
chances of collecting the £20,000 
prize for their selected charity. 

7.00 The X Factor-Judges’Houses. 
The Judges’ House phase 
continues, with the acts jetting off 
overseas to perform for their 
mentors in the hope of winning a 
place in the live shows. Each 
coach has a guest judge on hand 
to help them - Louis Walsh and 
Mika assess the boys in Istanbul, 
Simon Cowell and Cheryl teach the 
groups in France, Nicole 
Scherzinger and Stormzy take the 
overs to South Africa, and Sharon 
Osbourne is joined by her children 
Jack and Kelly to oversee the girls 
in San Francisco. 

9.00 Your Song. Emma Willis presents 
a one-off special in which 
members of the public receive 
private performances from their 
favourite stars, including Rita Ora, 
Paloma Faith and James Arthur. 
10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15 Peston on Sunday. Political 
magazine, presented by Robert 
Peston and Allegra Stratton. (R) 

II. 15 Liar. (R) 

12.10 Jackpot247. 3.00 Motorsport UK. 
3.50 British Superbike Championship 
Highlights. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.20 Kevin Can Wait. 6.45 Kevin Can 
Wait. 7.10 Everybody Loves Raymond. 
(R) 7.35 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 
8.00 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Sunday Brunch. 12.30 Jamie’s Quick & 
Easy Food. (R) 1.00 The Simpsons. (R) 

1.30 The Simpsons. (R) 2.00 Film: 
Rango. (2011) Oscar-winning animated 
comedy, with the voice of Johnny Depp. 

4.10 The Crystal Maze: Celebrity 
Specials. (R) 5.15 The Great British Bake 
Off. (R) 

6.35 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Formula 1 United States Grand 
Prix Live Build-Up. A lookahead 
to today’s Grand Prix, which takes 
place at Circuit of the Americas in 
Austin, Texas, and serves as the 
17th round of the season. 
Presented by Steve Jones. 

7.35 Formula 1 United States Grand 
Prix Live. Steve Jones presents 
coverage of the 17th race of the 
season (Start-time 8.00pm), held 
at Circuit of the Americas in 
Austin, Texas. Lewis Hamilton has 
dominated the second half of the 
campaign, as main rival Sebastian 
Vettel has been beset by problems. 
The Mercedes driver could clinch 
the drivers’ title this evening, 
starting the race with a 59-point 
cushion, although there are still 

100 points available, and victory 
for Vettel would narrow the gap 
ahead the next race in Mexico. 

With analysis by David Coulthard, 
Mark Webber and Eddie Jordan. 
lO.IOFormula 1 United States Grand 
Prix Live Reaction. Steve Jones, 
David Coulthard, Mark Webber 
and Eddie Jordan analyse this 
evening’s race, which served as 
the 17th round of the season. 

11.15 Film: Child 44. (2015) A secret 
police agent in 1950s Russia 
hunts for a serial child murderer in 
the face of an official cover-up. 
Detective thriller, starring Tom 
Hardy and Gary Oldman. 

1.40 Travel Man: 48 Hours in Lisbon. (R) 
2.05 Britain’s Ancient Tracks with Tony 
Robinson. The Time Team presenter 
treks along the ancient Roman road, 

Dere Street. Last in the series. (R) 3.00 
Gillette World Sport. Global sports 
action. 3.30 KOTV Boxing Weekly. 3.55 
Mobil 1 The Grid. (R) 4.25 Location, 
Location, Location. Kirstie Allsopp and 
Phil Spencer help two first-time buyers. 
(R) 5.20 Kirstie’s Fill Your House for 
Free. (R) 5.35 Countdown. With Adrian 
Chiles in Dictionary Corner. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake!: Poppy Cat. 6.10 Little 
Princess. (R) 6.25 Wanda and the Alien. 
(R) 6.35 Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 6.40 
Milkshake! Bopping About. (R) 6.45 
Simon. (R) 6.50 Peppa Pig. (R) 6.55 
Wissper. (R) 7.05 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.20 
Bob the Builder. (R) 7.30 Fireman Sam. 
8.00 Paw Patrol. (R) 8.15 Blaze and the 
Monster Machines. (R) 8.40 Football on 
5: The Championship. (R) 9.30 Football 
on 5: Goal Rush. (R) 10.00 The Great 
South Run 2017. 12.15 The A-Team. (R) 

1.15 The A-Team. (R) 2.15 The A-Team. 
(R) 3.20 The A-Team. (R) 4.20 Film: 
Daddy Day Camp. (2007) Comedy 
sequel, starring Cuba Gooding Jr. 5.20 5 
News Update. 5.25 Film: Daddy Day 
Camp. (2007) Concluded. 

6.05 5 News Weekend. 

6.10 Film: Left Behind. (2014) The 
world is plunged into chaos when 
millions of people suddenly 
disappear. An airline pilot tries to 
save the remaining passengers on 
his flight, while on the ground, his 
daughter tries to find out if her 
mother and brother are among 
those who have vanished. Fantasy 
adventure based on the series of 
novels by Jerry B Jenkins and Tim 
LaHaye, starring Nicolas Cage and 
Lea Thompson. 

8.05 Film: Poseidon. (2006) A cruise 
ship capsizes in a tidal wave on 
New Year’s Eve. A small band of 
survivors, including a professional 
gambler, a father searching for his 
missing daughter, a stowaway and 
a suicidal man who has regained 
his will to live, battles to get to the 
surface and escape the sinking 
vessel. Remake of 1970s disaster 
movie The Poseidon Adventure, 
starring Kurt Russell, Richard 
Dreyfuss and Josh Lucas. 

9.05 5 News Update. 

9.10 Film: Poseidon. (2006) 
Concluded. 

10.00 Film: 2012. (2009) A scientist 
learns the world is soon to face a 
global cataclysm that will wipe out 
the human race, but finds the US 
president has plans to secretly 
save a fraction of the population, 
leaving everyone else to die. A 
writer learns of this scheme, and 
as the world is devastated by 
earthquakes and volcanic 
eruptions, he tries to get his family 
to the last safe refuge. Disaster 
movie, with John Cusack. 

1.15 SuperCasino. 3.10 Paddington 
Station 24/7. (R) 4.00 Cruising with Jane 
McDonald. (R) 4.50 Great Scientists. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Only Connect 7.30 University 
Challenge 8.00 Jacqueline du Pre: A Gift 
Beyond Words 9.00 Hamlet from 
Glyndebourne 11.50 Jacqueline du Pre 
plays Dvorak’s Cello Concerto 12.40 
Classic Cellists at the BBC 1.40 The 
Brontes at the BBC 2.40 The Story of 
Scottish Art 3.40 Close 
ITV2 

11.05 2Awesome: Ready, Set, Style 
11.35 2Awesome: Third Wheel 11.50 
Take Me Out 12.50 Harry Hill’s Alien Fun 
Capsule 1.25 Film: Yogi Bear (2010) 

2.25 FYI Daily 2.30 Film: Yogi Bear 
(2010) 3.00 Film: Corpse Bride (2005) 
4.05 FYI Daily 4.10 Film: Corpse Bride 
(2005) 4.45 Film: The Haunted Mansion 
(2003) 5.45 FYI Daily 5.50 Film: The 
Haunted Mansion (2003) 6.25 Film: The 
Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers 
(2002) 7.25 FYI Daily 7.30 Film: The 
Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers 
(2002) 10.00 Family Guy 11.30 American 
Dad! 12.30 The Cleveland Show 1.00 
Through the Keyhole 2.00 Totally 
Bonkers Guinness World Records 2.25 
Teleshopping 5.55 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

12.45 Film: The Railway Children (1970) 

1.50 FYI Daily 1.55 Film: The Railway 
Children (1970) 3.00 Film: Columbo: 
Agenda for Murder (1990) 5.05 Lewis 
7.00 Agatha Christie’s Marple 9.00 The 
Syndicate 10.05 Honest 11.10 Film: 
Bridget Jones’s Diary (2001) 12.20 FYI 
Daily 12.25 Film: Bridget Jones’s Diary 
(2001) 1.10 The Knock 2.05 Mr Selfridge 
2.55 Lewis 4.30 Judge Judy 5.10 On the 
Buses 5.40 ITV3 Nightscreen 

ITV4 

11.00 Shed and Buried 11.55 Pawn Stars 

12.50 Film: Lonely Are the Brave (1962) 

1.50 FYI Daily 1.55 Film: Lonely Are the 
Brave (1962) 3.00 Film: Rio Bravo 

(1959) 4.00 FYI Daily 4.05 Film: Rio 
Bravo (1959) 5.50 Hornblower 8.00 The 
Chase Celebrity Special 9.00 Film: Last 
Man Standing (1996) 10.00 FYI Daily 
10.05 Film: Last Man Standing (1996) 

11.05 Car Crash Global: Caught on 
Camera 12.05 Film: United 93 (2006) 

I. 05 FYI Daily 1.10 Film: United 93 
(2006) 2.15 Tommy Cooper 2.40 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

II. 00 Made in Chelsea12.00 Don’t Tell 
the Bride 1 .00 Film: Captain Ron (1992) 
3.00 The Goldbergs 5.00 The Big Bang 
Theory 9.00 Film: Pitch Perfect (2012) 

11.15 Naked Attraction 12.20 Tattoo 
Fixers 1.25 Rude Tube 2.30 Don’t Tell the 
Bride 3.20 Hollyoaks 






Pop in and take advantage 
of our voucher deals. 

For 11 years now we have been 
serving food from these premises 
and we would like to welcome 
customers both old and new. 

Frydays Fish & Chips at Great 
Bridge on Whitehall Road are 
pleased to announce that they 
shall be welcoming customers 
from Wednesday 4pm. The shop 
has been energised with a full 
refurbishment and to celebrate 
their re-opening they are offering 
new and loyal customers some 
great vouchers, so why not pop in, 
see what's new and grab yourself 
a great deal? 




(Drinks excluded) Valid until 31.10.2017 J 
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MONDAY 

Tears of the Sun, Channel 5,11.05pm 

A veteran lieutenant leads an elite Navy Seal team on 
an undercover mission to evacuate a doctor from 
crisis-torn Nigeria. However, the brutality of the 
conflict prompts the rescuers to disobey orders and 
intervene to save the lives of helpless refugees. Action 
drama, starring Bruce Willis, Monica Bellucci, Cole 
Hauser and Eamonn Walker. (2003) 

TUESDAY 

Abducted: The Jocelyn Shaker Story, Channel 5, 
3.20pm 

A seven-year-old is abducted from a Colombian resort 
and her parents must risk everything to bring her 
home again. Thriller, starring Kathleen Rose Perkins, 
Luis Fernando Hoyos and Marcela Mar. (2016) 

WEDNESDAY 

The Good Witch’s Destiny, Channel 5, 3.20pm 

Cassandra Nightingale prepares to celebrate her 
birthday, hoping to bring as many of her friends and 
family together as possible. While investigating her 
family history, she discovers a story of a curse 
connected to the mysterious disappearance of her 
great aunt. Drama sequel, the sixth film in the Good 
Witch series, starring Catherine Bell. (2013) 



THURSDAY 

A Sunday Horse, Channel 5, 3.10pm 

A determined horse rider strives to become a success 
in the sport, despite limited resources for training. Her 
career is seemingly ended by a near fatal accident, 
but she resolves to recover from her injuries and 
make a comeback by riding in the US national 
jumping championship. Fact-based drama, starring 
Nikki Reed and Linda Hamilton. (2015) 

FRIDAY 

Middle Men, Channel 4,12.10am 

Two men approach a slick businessman to help them 
put together the first porn website on the internet. He 
comes up with grander plans than they had ever 
envisaged and soon the money is rolling in. However, 
with success comes the unwanted attention of the 
FBI, conmen, corrupt politicians and gangsters. Fact- 
based comedy drama, with Luke Wilson. (2009) 



Piers returns to get the 
inside story once again 


L ove him or loathe him, you 
can’t argue that Piers Morgan 
is well connected and usually 
manages to extract some juicy 
information out of his guests. 

His chat show Life Stories returns 
tonight and his first guest is another 
cracker who drops plenty of 
bombshells to the journalist and 
broadcaster. 

Actress Kim Cattrall made her film 
debut in Otto Preminger’s 1975 film 
Rosebud. She then went on to star in 
Porky’s (1982), Police Academy 
(1984), Big Trouble in Little China 
(1986), Mannequin (1987), 
Masquerade (1988) and Star Trek VI: 
The Undiscovered Country (1991). 

However, the Liverpool-born 
British-Canadian is best known for 
her role as Samantha Jones in the 
HBO series, Sex and the City from 
1998-2004 for which she received 
five Emmy and four Golden Globe 
nominations, winning the Golden 
Globe in 2004. 

She reprised the role in the spin¬ 
off films Sex and the City (2008) and 
Sex and the City 2 (2010). 


Since 2014, the 61 -year-old has 
starred in the HBO Canada series, 
Sensitive Skin, playing Davina 
Jackson, a middle-aged woman who 
is having difficulty with growing old 
having been a noted beauty in her 
youth. And as well as appearing on 
TV and film, she is also an 
accomplished stage actress, and 
starred in the original Broadway 
production of Wild Honey, plus 
Antony and Cleopatra at the 
Liverpool Playhouse, Private Lives, 
and Sweet Bird of Youth at London’s 
Old Vic in 2013. 

Cattrall’s private life has also kept 
her in the headlines. 

She has been married three times 
to Larry Davis, Andre J Lyson and 
Mark Levinson, the latter with whom 
she co-wrote the 2002 book 
Satisfaction: The Art of the Female 
Orgasm. 

She also took part in the BBC One 
documentary series Who Do You 
Think You Are? in 2009, where she 
discovered her grandfather George 
Baugh was a bigamist. 

Despite an eventful life on and off 


the screen and stage, to millions of 
fans, Cattrall will always be the self- 
proclaimed “try-sexual” man-eater 
Samantha. 

And it’s her conversation with 
Morgan about the Sex and the City 
franchise that has caused a media 
storm over the last few weeks. 

Cattrall and her SATC co-stars 
Sarah Jessica Parker, Kristin Davis, 
Cynthia Nixon have spent years 
combating rumours that there was 
feuds between the four of them. 

But when asked about her 
decision to turn down a role in Sex 
and the City 3, she denies shutting 
down production with her over-the- 
top demands, claiming the cast 
have a “toxic” relationship and that 
“Sarah Jessica Parker could have 
been nicer.” 

On her relationship with SJR she 
also says: “I don’t know what her 
issue is, I never have.” 

Despite her most famous 
character, Samantha, appearing to 
have run her course, if this interview 
is anything to go by, Cattrall is 
determined to carry on regardless. 



Kim Cattrall guests on Piers Morgan’s Life Stories, Monday, ITV, 9pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

Elizabeth I’s Secret Agents 
BBC2, 9pm 

The Elizabethan era was a time of great innovation. 
The pencil, bottled beer, the telescope, the knitting 
machine, the flush toilet and frozen chickens were 
all invented during the 1500s. But did you know that 
the reign of Elizabeth I also saw the creation of the 
first secret service? In the late 16th century, Britain 
was Europe’s pariah - a protestant island on the 
northern edge of a catholic continent. England had 
no police force, nor even a standing army. Into this 
maelstrom stepped two civil servants, William Cecil 
and his son Robert, who devised and ran a semi¬ 
private secret state. They introduced Britain to the 
art of ‘spyery’, foiling countless plots against 
Elizabeth’s life and eliminating their rivals - by 
killing them if necessary. In this one-off 
documentary, historical experts explore the politics 
and positioning around the Queen - a game with 
the highest stakes, where a false move could lead 
to death. 

TUESDAY 

The End of the F*****g World 
Channel 4,10.20pm 

Despite what you might think after seeing the 
attention-grabbing title of this new series, this isn’t a 



political documentary describing the behaviour of 
various nuclear powers, but is in fact a darkly comic 
drama - and a rather promising one, no less. It will 
doubtless prove controversial, but this should’t put 
viewers off - it looks great, and boasts a sterling 
supporting cast including BAFTA-winner Wunmi 
Mosaku and Game of Thrones’ Gemma Whelan. It 
follows teenaged outsiders James (Alex Lawther, 
Black Mirror) and Alyssa (Jessica Barden, The 
Lobster): the former a loner with violent fantasies 
the latter a disaffected admirer. But while Alyssa 
sees a kindred spirit, he merely sees a potential 
victim. 

WEDNESDAY 

Ugly House to Lovely House with George 
Clarke 

Channel 4, 8pm 

In the second episode, George 
Clarke is joined by leading 
architects to help transform a 
house belonging to Nick and 
Sonia, an appallingly designed 
flat spread over three 
dysfunctional car parking spaces. 

George charges award-winning 
architects Abigail Ashton and 
Andrew Porter with creating 


something beautiful from this monstrosity. But 
working with a budget of £75,000, can they 
transform this foul flat into a proper home with two 
floors? And what will the pair’s neighbours make of 
the drastic changes? 

THURSDAY 

Bargain-Loving Brits in 
Blackpool 
Channel 5, 8pm 

New series. 
Documentary following 
Britons living the high 
life on a low budget in 
one of the country’s 
favourite resorts, from 
holiday-makers to those 
who have made the 
Lancashire town their 
home. Entertainer Simon 
Green - aka Betty Legs 
Diamond - talks 
about his life as a 
drag queen, and 
Scottish sisters 
Agnes and Margaret 
get more than 
they bargained 


for as part of their holiday package. Meanwhile, 
Jamie Diggins, who works as an estate agent for 
caravans, takes delivery of a static home that costs 
an amazing £280,000. 

FRIDAY 
Porridge 
BBC1,8.30pm 

The jury remains out on whether writers Dick 
Clement and Ian La Frenais, the men behind the 
original 1970s series featuring Ronnie Barker, were 
wise to attempt a modern incarnation of this 
comedy, but at least these later episodes allow 
them to exercise plot lines now that the new 
characters have been established. In this 
instalment, Dougie Parfitt wants Fletch to join his 
crew as his consigliere. However, when Fletch tries 
to broker a peace with Dougie’s arch rival, things 
don’t quite go according to plan. 

Tracey Breaks the News 
BBC1,9.30pm 

New series. Greg James and Dotty host a lively mix 
of entertainment from the refurbished BBC 
Television Centre in White City, with American 
singer-songwriter Jason Derulo joining the pair to 
co-host the opening show, as well as perform two 
numbers. 



Window and Door Repairs 



Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

Handles, hinges and locks ■ repaired or replaced • INSURANCE WORK - NO PROBLEM 

Rectification of badly fitted installations 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 



Over 25 years experience — COMPETITIVE PRICES!!! 
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on 

01384 456490 or 07976 227034 


BUY LOCAL 
SELL LOCAL 


01902317878 



ClassifiedAds 


NO DOG 
IS TOO 
MUCH 
TROUBLE 



WE OFFER A FRIENDLY & CARING SERVICE. 

DOGS ARE OUR PASSION, WE CARE FOR ALL KINDS OF DOGS 
• YOUNG • OLD • DOGS WITH DISABILITIES 

SCRUFFY PUPZ i 

Dog Grooming Parlour and Pet Supplies V 


129 High Street, Princes End, Tipton DY4 9JE 

0121 522 3332 | 07964 220937 

Open Tues-Sat 9.00am-5.00pm 


W HENLEY 

'■'FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Independently Family Owned and Run 
Business Proudly Serving Families 
And The Local Community 
For Over 2 Decades 

Private Family Rooms ■ Private Chapels of Rest 
Home Visits Available on Request 

Pre Planned Funerals * 

CALL FREE ON 0800 05 665 64 Jig 

Emily House, Warley Road, Oldbury 



C&T 



Doors & Windows Ltd 
J^§j^giM2 842706 / 07758536818 
www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
ALL AREAS COVERED 
Email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


COMPOSITE DOORS 
AVAILABLE 



Unglazed/Glazed from £349.00 fully fitted. New improved 

10 point locking system fully reinforced. Many more designs available. 

EDWARDIAN 

CONSERVATORY 

3 MTR x 3 MTR 

From £4500 

Bi-Fold 
Doors 
From £999 

French 
Patio Doors 
From £649 


HINAULT SPECIALISTS 



07867 IPilO 


Mechanical Repairs 
Electrical Repairs 
Pre M.O.T. 
General Servicing 
Cambelts 
Diagnostics 
Air Con 
All makes and models 


Why Pay Dealer Prices When We Offer the Same Service For A lot Less 


Unit 1 Kingfisher Ind/Est 
Charles Street, West Bromwich B70 OAT 
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Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of 
the alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use 
the given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you 
off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


1 

Q 

2 

z 

3 

L 
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5 

u 

6 
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H 
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D 

10 

B 
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15 

s 

16 

E 

17 
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20 

Y 
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10 
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11 
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12 
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Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Centre cross 
is made with 
precision (11) 

9. Steal from Roy? (3) 

10. Fill up net in 
abundance (9) 

11. Foreign article 
includes untruth (5) 

13. Do they obliterate 
series of games? 

(7) 

14. Danger where 
things grow (6) 

16. Softening of 
elevations and 
depressions? (6) 

18. Somehow brings 
streams under 
control (7) 

19. Wise men for a 
long time in the 
ship (5) 

20. Ran back to sailor 
telling story (9) 

21. Reverence for 
article you and I 
have (3) 

22. Mine got more into 
the assembly place 
(7-4) 


Down 

2. Alternative letter in 
sphere (3) 

3. Libertine half seen 
to mature (5) 

4. Makes happier - 
usually three at a 
time (6) 

5. Distinguished for 
being unskilled (7) 

6. Grief’s fun when in 
pain! (9) 

7. Great manner for 
organisation (11) 

8. Parsimonious and 
prepared to fight, 
perhaps (5-6) 

12. Held back through 
shyness? (2,7) 

15. A gentle, refined 
disposition (7) 

17. Appoint as 
indication (6) 

19. Put up to play jokes 
on you and me as a 
sweetener (5) 

21. Bother about the 
year that never 
was? (3) 



Sudoku 


Quick Clues: 

Across 

1. Have new owner (6,5) 
9. Skill (3) 

10. Likeness (9) 

11. Swarthy (5) 

13. Dexterity (7) 

14. Give work to (6) 

16. Reach (6) 

18. Ease (7) 

19. Open (5) 

20. Issuing (9) 

21. In the past (3) 

22. Alarmingly (11) 


Down 

2. Very warm (3) 

3. Objectionable (5) 

4. Entangle (6) 

5. Disease (7) 

6. Blacken (9) 

7. Unfeeling (4-7) 

8. Journey’s end (11) 
12. Entreating (9) 

15. Outdoor (4-3) 

17. Disclaimer (6) 

19. Instrument (5) 

21. Everything (3) 
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Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS: 


7 9 5 


4 2 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Elms; 3 Indolent; 

9 Rhyming; 10 Error; 11 Perfect pitch; 

13 Alight; 15 Agreed; 17 Ten-gallon hat; 

20 Extra; 21 Indulge; 22 Tear-drop; 23 Asps. 
Down: 1 European; 2 Mayor; 4 Nights; 

5 Opening words; 6 Earache; 7 Tory; 8 Rider 
Haggard; 12 Editress; 14 Inertia; 16 Albino; 

18 Holds; 19 Left. 

QUICK - Across: 1 Sobs; 3 Allusion; 9 Respond; 

10 Admit; 11 Misadventure; 13 Lessen; 

15 Willow; 17 Complication; 20 Upper; 

21 Baleful; 22 Strident; 23 Arid. 

Down: 1 Scramble; 2 Basis; 4 Ledger; 

5 Unattainable; 6 Immoral; 7 Note; 8 Good- 
tempered; 12 Dwindled; 14 Stopper; 16 Ribbon; 
18 Infer; 19 Fuss. 


Quiz 


Niner 


1. Of which range is Mount Toubkal the 
highest mountain? 

2. Which dynasty’s family home is at Hyannis 
Port? 

3. How old was Anna Paquin when she won 
an Oscar? 

4. Which Thomas Mann novel is set in a 
Swiss sanatorium? 

5. Which Italian monk was born Giovanni di 
Bernardone? 


6. Which British animator has won four 
Oscars? 

7. Of which band was Brian Jones an original 
member? 

8. In British folklore, which fairy rules over 
men’s dreams? 

9. Whose palace of Nonsuch was excavated 
at Epson in 1959? 

10. In which South American city did Lady 
Thatcher pass out during a speech? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 David Platt; 2 Horatio Nelson; 3 Basic 
English; 4 Antelope; 5 The rand; 6 North Korea; 
7 Volkswagen; 8 Greta Garbo; 9 Bloomsbury 
Group; 10 Conkers. 

Niner: GRANDIOSE 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

92486 gives a seaside feature, 

1567 gives a second seaside feature, 

623183 gives a third seaside feature. 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
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FRESH CHICKEN 

FILLETS TUB 
9KL0 


GREAT BRIDGE Phone 0121-520 7358 
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Isle be back for more tasty food 


I WALKED in to the living room and took one 
look at my girlfriend. A teacher, back at work 
after the six-week break, she already had 
the look on her face that told me she felt like 
she’d never been away from the classroom. 

We had already spent one evening that week, 
me helping her organise her stationery while she 
marked books and planned lessons. It was the easiest 
decision, made out of a mixture of laziness (on my 
part), tiredness (on hers). 

“Right, I’ve booked a table. We’re going to The 
Island House,” I said. So 45 minutes later, along with 
my girlfriend’s mum, we piled into the car. From the 
outside, The Island House, on the Stafford Road, 
Wolverhampton, looks warm and inviting. Early signs 
were good. 

SEATING 

Inside is clean and fairly comfy. Tables are well¬ 
spaced. You feel part of the experience without having 
a grizzly child staring you down from a foot away. There 
are two main seating areas around an old bar. This 
adds to the atmosphere as the noise pollution is broken 
down into more manageable chunks.Which brings us 
on to the food. 

We had friendly staff serving us throughout, but if we 
were to be picky, the timing was slow. However, what I 
would say is that if you’re a vegetarian steer clear. This 
is not a criticism, they just specialise in meat and fish 
dishes. Your options will be limited. 

Already my girlfriend’s mood had lifted as her 
eyes glided down the menu.We opted for the baked 
Camembert sharer served with a mixture of baby rustic 
breads and red onion jam to start. All three breads were 
lovely, ranging from a soft, croissant-like offering to the 
grainier farmhouse texture of another. 


Piled high - minted lamb 
burger with fries 



Chic look - inside is 
modern and contemporaryj 



Her mum chose a selection of barbecue pork ribs that 
came with French toast. The toast was a little soggy, but 
the perfectly cooked ribs just slid off the bone. 

But the mains are where the evening started to slip 
a little. Two of us were lucky. My girlfriend picked off 
the specials menu - a minted lamb burger packed with 
salad and two rashers of crisp bacon, accompanied by 
fat, skin-on chips, crispy onion rings, a pot of coleslaw 
and mustard mayonnaise. 

I had an eight ounce sirloin steak which I slathered in 
a thick and creamy peppercorn sauce. Its sharp flavour 


had enough of a kick without overpowering all else. The 
steak itself was juicy and flavoursome, just one problem 
... it wasn’t my steak. My girlfriend’s mum had also 
selected the same steak, but without sauce. She had 
also requested it be cooked more well done than mine. 

The chef had put the sauce on the wrong plate. Yet, 
judging how pink the inside of her cut was, it is very 
doubtful it would have satisfied me as I like mine cooked 
‘medium’. She pointed this out and they offered to cook 
it further for her, yet when it returned it was almost 
as pink as before. Giving up, she settled for her side 


portions but the manager for the night did agree to 
remove it from our bill. 

Anyway on to desserts, I chose the raspberry 
bakewell with custard. The portion was a little small but 
it was gorgeously sweet. The other half had a tiramisu 
and declared it ‘as good as she had tasted in Italy’. And, 
luckily, her mum also enjoyed her serving of chocolate 
fudge cake with marshmallows, meringue bites and a 
serving of cream. 

So mission accomplished. Both with our cheering up 
skills and a (mostly) delightful meal. LEIGH SANDERS 


VIEW ONLINE AT 

www.omega-holidays.com/JMH598 


QUOTE CODE: JMH598 



& Blenheim Palace 

0 Have 

Departing Saturday 9 December 2017 

^ viciyOj 

, by coach 

PRICE INCLUDES... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star Reading/Wiltshire 

129 


VIEW ONLINE AT 

www.omega-holidays.com/WAP098 


QUOTE CODE: WAP098 


LINCOLN AND NOTTINGHAM 


Christmas Markets 

2 days ’ I 

Departing Saturday 9 December 2017 

^bycoach 

PRICE INCLUDES... 

119 | 


For more information 
or to book, please call: 


01902 902165 


✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star Yorkshire or East 
Midlands area hotel with 3-course dinner and full 
English breakfast 

✓ Visit to Nottingham Christmas Market & Winter 
Wonderland 

✓ Visit to Lincoln Christmas Market 


OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 SAT 8.30-16.00 SUN 10.00-16.00 

Omega Holidays pic, ABTA V4782. Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


VIEW ONLINE AT 
www.omega-holidays.com/DTA174 


QUOTE CODE: DTA174 


f ■ '? 

OmegaHols @OmegaHols OmegaHols 
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PROPERTY 


YOUR WEEKLY 
GUIDE TO HOME 
BUYING AND 
LETTING 


Three-bedroomed 
semi-detached 
with large garden 

This beautiful three-bedroomed semi-detached 
house in Westbourne Road, Wednesbury, has 
spacious accommodation. 

It is for sale through Skitts at £169,950. 

Having a block-paved driveway, this property has 
a large entrance hall with high ceilings, a reception 
room to the front, a reception room to the rear, a large 
kitchen/diner with a store under the stairs, a door 
leading into a conservatory, a large landing, again 
with high ceilings, a large first bedroom, two other 
bedrooms and a bathroom with a shower cubicle. 

To the front of the property is off-road parking to 
side and to the rear is a large lawned garden with a 
patio area. 

In more detail it has a porch to an entrance hall 
with stairs off to the first floor. Reception room one 
has a bay window and a fireplace housing a gas 
fire. Reception room two has a sliding door to the 
conservatory and a fireplace. 

The kitchen/diner has wall and base cupboards 
with work surfaces and a door leading to a store. 

The conservatory has a door opening out to the rear 
garden. 

Upstairs the landing has loft access. Bedroom one 
is positioned to the front of this property. Bedroom 
two can be found to the rear, while bedroom three 
has a built-in wardrobe. 

The bathroom has a panelled bath, a shower 
cubicle, a low flush WC and vanity wash hand basin, 
a window to the side and a heated towel rail and fully 
tiled walls. 

Outside, this home has a gardener’s WC, a large 
lawned rear garden with a patio area to the front and 
rear of the garden. 

Skitts estate agents began in 1979 as a partnership 
and has proudly remained so for over 37 years. This 
means the people who own the company, run the 
company on a daily basis and are responsible for all 
aspects of its growth, success and professionalism. 

Currently, the four partners oversee eight branches 
and 30 staff across the West Midlands region and as 
such, are one of the largest independent sales and 
letting agencies in the area. 


WEDNESBURY £169,950 




He's sold 


Turn to your local estate agent to sell your property and you will be SOLD ON: 


Professional accredited local agent service 

Free valuation 

Local area knowledge 

Adverts in local newspapers, online and office window display 

Registered house hunters 

Solid marketing advice to help you sell fast 


If you are thinking of selling, look no further than the estate agents in these pages for the best local advice available. 


Publishers of Express & Star and Shropshire Star 


MNA Media 
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SKITTS 


Sell Online from f 99 Inc VAT 


Westbourne Road, Wednesbury 

Offers in the Region Of £169,950 


- 


. r 


EPCTBC 


Offers £179,950 


Hawkswood 

Drive, 

Wednesbury 


TBC 


EPC 


OIEO £160.000 


Stafford Road 
Darlaston 


Forge Street, <#* 
Wednesbury 


Offers £79,950 


Upper High 

Street, 

Wednesbury 


Offers £60.000 


Contact your Local High 
Street Branch. 

wednesbury@skitls.nec 0121 5051818 

sedgley@skitts.net 01902 686868 

lettings@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 

greatbridge@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 
dudley@skitts. net 
bilston@skitts. net 
bloxwich@skitts. net 
willenhall@skitts. net 
wednesfield@skitts. net 
westbromwich@skitts.net 0121 530 4240 
wolverhampton@skitts.net 01902 788188 


01384 214 996 
01902 353578 
01922 478104 
01902 631151 
01902 732324 


Wrap things up by Christmas 
Contact your local branch today 


SKITTS 


EPC D 




27TH 

S^- OCTOBER 






;; 


|HF 


!asr 




Market your property 
with us by this date, 
and you could sell & 
move before Christmas 
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CARPETS & VINYL* 

Discover the extraordinary difference in our beautiful 
3 bedroom Redwood homes at Cedar Walk at £187,995. See how 
we go further with the finer details and imagine the lifestyle 
you can have with the Kier way of living. Reserve now 
and get your carpets and vinyl included* 

2 and 3 bedroom homes from £134,995 or 
with Help to Buy £107,996** 


WHERE UNRIVALLED LIVING BEGINS 


CEDAR WALK 

Tibbington Terrace, Tipton DY4 9QJ 


DISCOVER • EXPERIENCE • JOIN US 

VIEWING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
OPEN: Thurs-Mon 10am-5pm 
TELEPHONE: 0845 652 0739 T or 07702 984341 
EMAIL: cedarwalksales@kier.co.uk 



[Skier 


www.kierliving.co.uk 



CGI of 3 bedroom Redwood homes at Cedar Walk. Elevations and finishes may vary. ‘Available on selected plots reserved before 31st September 2017, subject to terms and conditions. “Help to buy available upon request subject to terms and conditions. TCalls cost 2p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 



TOM GILES & Co 


E: general@tomgiles.net www.tomgiles.net 
Oldbury T: 0121 552 6171 




OLDBURY 
SUNNYBANK ROAD 


£299,950 


VIEWING ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL!! Extended, 
modernised, well maintained and presented semi¬ 
detached house located in a quiet yet convenient 
location. Within walking distance of Hagley Road West 
and other local amenities. EPC Rating TBC 




OLDBURY 
MOAT ROAD 


£399,950 


EARLY INSPECTION RECOMMENDED TO AVOID 
DISAPPOINTMENT. Modernised and improved spacious 
semi-detached house. Double glazing, gas central 
heating, gardens front and rear, detached double garage 
and secure parking to rear. EPC Rating E 




OLDBURY 
TITFORD ROAD 


£280,000 


An opportunity to aquire a mixed Residential and 
Commercial premises comprising of detached family 
residence known as ‘Providence Cottage’ together with 
yard, detached stores/offices and a garage workshop. 
Central heating, double glazing. EPC Rating E 



a 

a 


HALESOWEN 
HOLLIES DRIVE 


£499,950 


VIEWING RECOMMENDED: A unique 
opportunity to acquire an individually built 
detached property situated on a private 
driveway next to Leasowes Park surrounded 
by gardens having stunning views from rear 
of the property across the garden to focal 
point pool. EPC Rating F 





TIPTON 
EAGLE LANE 


£269,950 


Extended modern detached house in popular and 
convenient location with a delightful Summer House 
in the rear garden. Ensuite shower to main bedroom, 
private rear garden, off-road parking, EARLY INSPECTION 
TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT. EPC Rating C 



I OLDBURY 
VICTORIA ROAD 


£235,000 


I Extended traditional semi-detached house offering 
situated in a sought after location opposite West 
Smethwick Park with side verandah, central heating, 
• double glazing, tarmac driveway to front and large 
| private established rear garden. EPC Rating D 




ROWLEY REGIS 
HARROLD ROAD 


£225,000 


An extended semi-detached property in a convenient 
location. Having the benefit of a study which could be 
used as a 5th bedroom. Double glazing, gas central 
heating to porch, block paved driveway and large rear 
garden. EPC Rating C 



| TIVIDALE £199 500 

1 NEW BIRMINGHAM ROAD * as ’ 3UU 1 

B 

ROWLEY REGIS F1fil - nnn 

BUCKINGHAM ROAD £165 ’°°° 1 

B 

A detached bungalow in need of general updating and 

Q 

The opportunity to acquire a detached bungalow situated 


decoration but offering good sized accommodation. 

in a popular and convenient residential location. Central 

Central heating, double glazing, established gardens 


heating, double glazing, block paved driveway with 


| to front and rear, double garage and off-road parking. 

| EPC Rating F 

B 

detached garage and private established gardens. NO 

UPWARD CHAIN. EPC Rating E 

B 


OLDBURY 
BRADES ROAD 


£550 pcm 


A traditional semi detached property situated in a 
convenient location, double glazing and gas fired 
central heating where specified, providing excellent 
accommodation with potential for long term tenancy. 
EPC Rating D 


Contact us for a 


FREE VALUATION 


T: 0121 552 6171 


team 
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Wednesbury 0121 314 4206 



Part of the BELVOIR! Group 


goodchilds-uk.com 



Castle Bank, 

• Large Detached House 

• Deceptively Spacious 

• Five Double Bedrooms 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Spacious Kitchen/Breakfast Room 

• Two En-Suites 


Offers in The Excess Of £425,000 



Home Farm Court, 

■ Beautiful Barn Conversion 

• Three Good Sized Bedrooms 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Two En-Suites 

• Utility Room 

• Grade II Listed 


Asking Price £379,950 



Virginia Drive, 

• Massive detached property 

• Four large bedrooms 
•Tastefully extended 

• Huge dimensions throughout 

• Loft conversion potential 

• Cul de sac location 


Offers in region of £350,000 



De Havilland Drive, 

• Large Detached House 

• Four Good Sized Bedrooms 

• Immaculate Condition 

• Master En-Suite 

• Three Reception Rooms 

• Conservatory 


Offers in The Region Of £340,000 



Walsall Road, 

• No chain 

• Large layout 

• Dormer bungalow 

• Conservatory and sun room 

• Massive Driveway 

• Popular area 


OIRO £300,000 £300,000 





Bluebell Hollow, Stafford 


Spacious Detached 
Three/Four Bedrooms 
Open Plan Kitchen /Diner 
Two En-Suites 
Double Glazing 


Gas Central Heating 
Private Drive 
Pre-fab Office In Garden 


Asking Price £289,950 


Properties Urgently 
Required in Your Area 

As you can see we have had a hugely 
successful summer and urgently need 


more properties to market and selL 


Book your free 
valuation today 
with our award 
winning team! 




• Five bedrooms 

• Detached residence 

• Large driveway 

• Huge rear garden 

• Extended 


Birmingham New Road, 

• Downstairs Bathroom 

• Double glazed throughout 

• Double garage 


Asking Price £270,000 



Old Weston Road, 

• Deceptively Spacious 

• Three/Four Bedrooms 

• Lounge/Diner 

• Re-Fitted Guest WC 

• Re-Fitted Bathroom 

• Master En-Suite 


Offers In The Region Of £299,950 


High Hill, 

■ Three Bedrooms 

• Detached Bungalow 

• Reception Hallway 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Fantastic Kitchen 

• Master Bedroom with Wet Room 


Offers in the Region Of £299,995 


Greenheath Road, Cannock 

• Four large bedrooms 

• Detached home 

• Plentiful parking 

• Close to local amenities and schools 

• Well presented 

• Double glazed 


Asking Price £250,000 


The Holmes, 

• Immaculately presented throughout 

• Four bedrooms 

• Garage 

• New build quality 

• Spacious layout 

• Cul de sac location 


Offers in The Excess Of £240,000 


Hopyard Gardens, 

• Spacious three bedroom home 

• Generous off road parking 

• Enclosed rear garden with patio 

• Must see layout 

• Immaculately presented 

• Two bathrooms 


Asking Price £230,000 


Vine Close, Stafford 

• Four bedrooms 

• Detached 

• Conservatory 

• En-suite to master 

• No upward chain 

• Garage 


Asking Price £220,000 


St. Andrew Close, Cannock 

• Modern Detached House 

• Four Bedrooms 

• Three Reception Rooms 

• Modern Bathroom 
■ Master En-Suite 

• Double Glazing 


Asking Price £220,000 



’midlands' 
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THE*88I&TIMES 


Asking Price £200,000 


Guide Price £220,000 £220,000 


Lodge Road, 

• Detached property 

• Four bedrooms 

• Garage 

• Sun room 

• Generous layout 

• Family bathroom 


Little Tixall Lane, 

• Charming Cottage 

• Traditional Features 

• Extended To Rear 

• Three Good Sized Bedrooms 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Conservatory 


m3 


Londonderry Lane, Smethwick 

• Three double bedrooms 

• Semi-detached 

• Ample off road parking 

• Generous living space 

• Enclosed rear garden 

• Jack and Jill en suite 


Asking Price £200,000 


GO 


Find us on Facebook, Follow us on Twitter 


Birmingham • Brownhills • Cannock • Lichfield • Rugeley • Stafford • Stoke-on-Trent • Telford • Walsall • Wednesbury • Wednesfield • Wolverhampton 





























































































Wednesbury 0121 314 4206 

goodchilds-uk.com 


Part of the BELVOIR! Group 




New Penkridge Road, 

• Semi-detached 

• Three bedrooms 

• Immaculate presentation 

• Large garden 

• Driveway 

• Gas central heating and double glazed 


OIRO £180,000 £180,000 


Lichfield Road, 

• SOLD WITH SITTING TENANTS 

• Immaculate condition throughout 

• New boiler 

• Conservatory 

• Two large bedrooms 

• Garage 


Offers in The Region Of £180,000 


Charnley Road, 

• Spacious Semi 

• Extended Kitchen/Diner 

• Fully Refurbished 

• Modern Kitchen 

• Stylish Bathroom 

• Three Bedrooms 



Asking Price £179,950 


Finchfield Hill, 

• Full renovation necessary 

• Fantastic potential 

• Three bedrooms 

• Downstairs bedroom with bathroom 

adjacent 

• Generous off road parking and garage 


Offers in the Region Of £175,000 
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Tudor Close, 

• Five bedrooms! • Close to local amenities 

• Garage • Good access to M6 

• Cul de sac location • Close to local schools 

• Built in wardrobes 

• Enclosed rear garden 


Asking Price £160,000 


Properties Urgently 
Required in Your Area 

As you can see we have had a hugely 
successful summer and urgently need 


more properties to market and selL 


Book your free 
valuation today 
with our award 
winning team! 




Hawkswell Drive, 

• Extended home • Downstairs bedroom 

• Immaculately presented • Enclosed rear garden 

• Large conservatory • Double glazed 

• Generous driveway 

• Quiet road 


Asking Price £159,995 



Hatherton Road, 

• Detached House 

• Spacious Throughout 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Lounge 

• Dining Room 

• Family Bathroom 


GuidePrice £150,000 £150,000 


Shepwell Gardens, 

• Quiet cul de sac location 

• Two bedrooms 

• Living room 

• Family bathroom 

• Kitchen 

• Dining room 


OIRO £150,000 £150,000 



Willenhall Road, 

• Modern Town House 

• Three Double Bedrooms 

• Spacious Lounge/Diner 

• Two En-Suites 

• Guest Cloakroom 

• Double Glazing 


OIRO £150,000 £150,000 



Rosemary Avenue, 

• Modern Semi 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Re-Styled Kitchen 

• Re-Styled Bathroom 

• Guest WC 

• Spacious Lounge 


Offers in Excess of £150,000 



Finery Road, 

• Semi-detached 

• Three bedrooms 

• Downstairs WC 

• Plentiful storage 

• Enclosed rear garden 

• Well presented 


Asking Price £150,000 
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Asking Price £140,000 


Asking Price £135,000 


EQ 


Find us on Facebook, Follow us on Twitter 


Birmingham • Brownhills • Cannock • Lichfield • Rugeley • Stafford • Stoke-on-Trent • Telford • Walsall • Wednesbury • Wednesfield • Wolverhampton 


Welbeck Avenue, 


• Large semi-detached 

• Sun room 


• Garage 

• Three bedrooms 


• Gated driveway 

• Front and rear garden 


n 


Beckbury Avenue, 

• Three bedrooms 

• Popular location 

• Semi-detached 

• Close to local amenities 

• Popular local schools 

• Minor renovation 


Southgate Road, 

• Attention investors! 

• In need of refurbishment 

• Extended property 

• Three bedrooms 

• Off road parking 

• Double glazed 


Asking Price £137,000 
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PROPERTY 




An ideal first-time buy or investment purchase 

An ideal first time or investment 
buy in Vicarage Road, West 
Bromwich, is for sale through 
Goodchilds at £105,000 with no 
chain. 

A three bedroom terraced property, 
which has a minimum rental yield 
of six per cent, it lies close to local 
amenities, schools and access 
routes. 

Its accommodation briefly 
comprises an entrance porch, inner 
hallway, a lounge/diner, a kitchen, a 
family bathroom, three bedrooms, an 


WEST BROMWICH 
£105,000 


enclosed rear garden and off-road 
parking. 

In more detail the lounge/diner has 
a feature fireplace with a gas fire and 
a door to the rear. The inner hallway 
has stairs off to the first floor. The 
kitchen has a range of wall and base 
units with worktops, a stainless four 
ring gas hob with an extractor over, 


a built-in oven and a door to the 
bathroom, which has a white suite. 

Outside, to the front of the property 
is a driveway providing off-road 
parking. To the rear is an enclosed 
garden laid to lawn with a paved 
patio. 

The selling agents are expecting 
a lot of interest to be shown in this 
sale. 

Contact Goodchilds on 0121 506 
7670 or visit www.goodchilds-uk. 
com 


SELLING FAST - DON’T MISS OUT 


UnnJieAAivey 

3 BEDROOM HOMES 


Discover the extraordinary difference in our sought-after 
Langley home at Park View from only £186,995. See our unrivalled 
specification and imagine the lifestyle you can have with the Kier 
way of living. These homes are in high demand, reserve yours now. 

3 and 4 bedroom homes from just £186,995 or 
with Help to Buy £149,596* 


WHERE UNRIVALLED LIVING BEGINS 


PARK VIEW 

off Claypit Lane, West Bromwich B70 9UJ 

DISCOVER • EXPERIENCE • JOIN US 

SHOWHOME OPEN: Thurs-Mon 10am-5pm 
TELEPHONE: 0845 652 2471 T or 07773 067 988 
EMAIL: kph.parkviewsales@kier.co.uk 


(ffte.pl 
\\to Buy// 


INKIER 


www.kierliving.co.uk 



CGI of 3 bedroom Langley. Photographs of typical Kier showhome interiors. Elevations and finishes may vary. *Help to buy available upon request subject to terms and conditions. TCalls cost 2p per minute plus your phone company’s access char 
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with Express & Star 


Order from the comfort of your own home 

V* 0871 911 7011 

www.expressandstarshop.co.uk 


Shiatsu Neck and 
Shoulder Massager 


Only £49.99 plus £4.95 P&P 



Effectively target muscle aches or 
stiffness in your neck and shoulders 
with this powerful massager, which 
even includes a gentle infrared heat 
option to help further ease those 
aching muscles. 

It uses rotating heads that will knead 
your neck and shoulders and can 
reverse direction to give you a deep 
shiatsu massage. It can be powered 
either through a mains socket or via 
the 12V car adaptor. Wipe clean only. 
Measures L53.2 x W40.5 x H18cm. 

It is recommended that if you use 
a pacemaker or have any concerns 
regarding your health that you consult 
with your GP prior to using this 
massager. 

D8927 Shiatsu Neck and Shoulder 
Massager 



Lumbros Back 
Support Belt 


Only £29.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


The world’s leading professor in Spinal 
BioMechanics, Professor Malcolm 
Pope, has developed BioFeedbac™ 
technology. 

35 years of clinical research has 
resulted in the Lumbros posture 
correction belt - which stops back pain 
instantly and corrects poor posture. 

Using specially designed sensory pads 
either side of the spinal column, your 
back muscles are stimulated to be 
automatically corrected to their most 
natural position. Lumbros Biofeedbac™ 
technology has been proven in clinical trials by the leading 
institute for spinal disease and injury to be effective at 
reducing back pain and preventing further back damage. 
The support belt uses the body’s own automated 
awareness and re-educates your muscles to perform at 
their best, and improve your back’s posture. Fits waist size 
from 22” up to 55”. Measures six inches at deepest point. 
Velcro fastening. 

D8646 Back Support 




Hyperflex Aqua Rotary 
Shaver 


Only £69.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


The Hyperflex Aqua is a rotary 
shaver that features superb 
shaving technology, designed to 
be tough on stubble but easy on 
contours. 

The head on the shaver uses silver 
ions to resist bacteria, to give a 
cleaner shave with less irritation. 
The cutters are supremely 
adjustable to the contours of the 
face, capturing hair growing in 
any direction for a quick and close 
shave. 

It is 100 per cent waterproof for 
use in and out of the shower, giving 
you ultimate choice for a suitable 
shave. Powered by a Lithium-ion 
battery, there is up to 50 minutes 
usage time on a full charge, it 
features indicator lights for when 
charge is ready or needed. 

The shaver is cordless and comes 
with a charge stand of universal 
voltage. 

D9723 Remington Hyperflex 
Aqua Rotary Shaver 



Ladies Epilator 


Only £19.99 plus £3.95 P&P 


Smooth in seconds and 
lasts for weeks. 

Remove hair instantly 
from delicate areas like 
the underarms, upper 
lip, cheeks and chin. 
This clever device 
removes hair from the 
root which stops it from 
growing back for weeks 
and even encourages 
hair depletion. 

A high-speed rotating 
epilation head ensures 
thorough removal of 
even the shortest of 
hairs, leaving a silky- 
smooth finish. 

Can also be used 
for bikini line and leg 
touch-ups. 

Compact and cordless. 
Requires two AAA 
batteries (included). 

Not suitable for 
diabetics. 

D5714 Ladies Epilator 



Order Hotline 0871 911 7011* 

8am-8pm, 7 days a week. *Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 

Quote 

76919 

Order online at 
: expressandstarshop.co.uk 

Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk and in our retail store between 10th July - 10th October 2017. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or replacement within 30 days. 

These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Group Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 


I RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (76919), PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 3BE 


I Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)_ Initial_ Surname 

! Address_ 


Postcode 


I Email_ Tel. (for queries only)_ 

J I enclose my cheque/PO made payable to BVG-GROUP LTD for £_Or please debit my card £_ LH Mastercard IZHvisa dl Maestro Issue No_ 

I My card number is: 

; i i i i i rT TTii i i i in i i ii i i i szm/m , E rm/m as rm 

I “Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association 
Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box n if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from Midland News 
Association Ltd.” 


PLEASE SEND ME 

CODE(S) 

QTY 

PRICE 

TOTAL 









































POSTAGE 

TOTAL 

£3.95/£4.95 
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Aerials 


Carpentry 


Electricians 


J. J. Digital Aerials 

Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite 

WE GUARANTEE TO 
BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE 

AERIALS £65-SATELLITE £80 
SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT WHO YOU CAN TRUST 

Friendly, reliable service 

0121 5306785/07919 597626 


MATT WALTERS 
DIGITAL AERIALS 

your LOCAL Aerial/Satellite specialist 
Aerials - Satellite Dishes Fitted From £65 
. ANY LIKE FOR LIKE „ 
QUOTATION BEATEN 
Senior Citizen Discounts 
2 Year Guarantee 
Digital Aerials/Freeview/Freesat 
SKY HD/ SKY+/MULTIROOM 
SKY Q specialist 

Free Quotation • Repairs • Free Call Out 
Same Day service • Freeview Specialist 


£10 OFF ON PRODUCTION OF THIS ADVERT 


Sandwell Based 
0121 441 2891 
Mobile: 07853 253176 


i 


Simply Doors Walsall 

Internal & External Door Suppliers & Fitters 


6 internal 
pre-finished doors 
fully fitted for 

£425 

complete with handles 


External UPVC and composite doors 
also available 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM Late night 

Unit 44, Pleck Road, Walsall WS2 9XX xEsdays 

01922 623151 or 07810 122133 7 P m 

www.simplydoorswalsall.co.uk 


Decorating 




ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


ELECTRIC 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 

• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 

• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT 

07766 105131 

Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk 

Registered Company EPP31221 



Other services: Shed bases, slabbing and garden clearances, 
removal of trees, privet, old sheds and garages 


L AREAS COVER_ 

For a Free quote call 

0121 532 2263 Or 07951 536929 


Garage Doors 


Co our ifone 

Interior & exterior pai nting 
and decorating 

• Special rates for OAPs 

• 25 years experience 

• Fully insured 

0121 434 5679 07507 070786 



-\ 


NIC/EIC Registered 
Commercial & Domestic 
Installer Scheme 
Fully Qualified & Insured 
All electrician work undertaken 

07507070786/0121434 5G79 


n 


L M S 
GARAGE DOORS 


All types of door's 
supplied and fitted 


Fast low cost, same 
day repairs 


For a free survey ami 
quote caiMr 

0121 559 0455 
v- 07592 I 18707 




Gardening 


Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 


CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained 
Insured 

Estover 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes 
Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 



Weed-free paving • No maintenance 
Non-sinking • Block paving 
and Tarmac 
Digger Grab Hire 

Various patterns and colours available 
Re-sealing service available 

Free Quotes 
Tel: 0121 574 0596 
Mobile: 07967 657539 


M&B 

PAINTING & 
DECORATORS 

Over 25 years experience 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

All quotes include white paint 
for woodwork and ceilings 
For a FREE friendly quote 

Call Mick on 07896054108 
or Bart on 07825568581 


MBfJelectric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 

local service call: I - - -. 


Ik D.S.D 

SERVICES 

We climb the heights 


Installers UPVC fascias, soffits & guttering 


FAMILY RUN BUSINESS OVER 
25 YEARS EXPERIENCE 



ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


/to! 


£k\ 




TREE & GARDEN 
- SERVICES 


T&D FENCING 


LOW PRICES! 

HIGH QUALITY FENCING PANELS, CLOSEBOARD PANELS 
AND GATES SUPPLIED ONLY OR SUPPLIED AND FITTED 


OPEN TILL 1.00PM ON SATURDAYS 

SUPPLIERS OF WOOD AND CONCRETE POSTS, 
GRAVEL BOARDS, TRELLIS 


PLASTIC SLOTTED POSTS AND PLASTIC 
GRAVEL BOARDS AVAILABLE 


FREE ESTIMATES - TRADE WELCOME 

UNIT 405, SMETHWICK ENTERPRISE CENTRE, 

THE OLD FIRE STATION, ROLFE STREET, SMETHWICK 

www.TandDfencing.co.uk 


^0121 565 4533 
07948 941 738 


* Trees carefully pruned 

* Specialist in maintenance free gardens 

* Trimming 

* Felling 

* Turfing 

* Pollarding 

* Patios/Slabbing 

* Block-paving specialists 

* Drives 

* Patios 

* Paths Building work unde 


competitive prices 

All work undertaken 


CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 

0121 574 3092 or 07759 187081 




TURF-SUPPLIED & LAID 

• Fencing 

• Turfing 

• Slabbing 

• Ornamental Gravel 


ALL AREAS j e i. q 121 
COVERED 53i 6295 

No Job Too Small 


Kieron Bromley 

Adrian Bromley 

Liam Bromley 

k 

0121 588 7110 

0121 530 3633 

01902 880041 


West Bromwich 

Tipton 

Upper Gornal 


Walsall 

Oldbury 

Sedgley 

1 

Wednesbury 

Smethwick 

Wolverhampton 



Gardens Cleared 


FREE 07866 
ESTIMATES 623841 
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Gardening 


Plumbing 


Pats Gardening 
Services 


All Gardening Work Undertaken 

Tree Felling / Pruning 
Garden Management 
Fence Erection 
Rubbish Removal 

No Job Too Small : FREE Quotes 

Phone Pat day or night on... 


TEL: 0795 041 2361 



MCP PLUMBING 
& HEATING 


All Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating 
Work Undertaken 
Servicing and Repairs 
Bathroom and Kitchen Installation 

07852150057 




M 


“For those little jobs that 
just need doing” 

Special OAP Rates 
No job too small 


Not sure? 

Just call and to save you 
cost I will call you back 

07804124 730 




LOFT SERVICES 

UP VC or Wooden Drop Down 
Loft Hatch with Easiway 
Aluminium Ladder 

£185 fitted 


New or enlarged Loft access 
• LOFT FLOORING 
• LOFT INSULATION 


Call Carl on 

0121 556 1761 
07502 103997 


Steve Smith Gas Services 

07817 906745/ 01562 730882 


• Landlord Checks • Spare Parts 

• General/Breakdown Service 

• Maintainance and Installations of Cookers, 
Fires etc • Gas Cowls and Flue Liners 

• Ex British Gas over 24 years experience 


www.westmidlandsloftservices.co.uk 
15 years’ experience 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 



KEIM 

BANNISTER 

Plumbing and Heating 


All Plumbing, 
Central Heating 
undertaken. 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Free estimate and advice 

07964 997 845 
0121 557 5958 


Upholstery 


RE-UPHOLSTERY 
SERVICES 

Specialists in _ 
Re-upholstery, Repairs and 
Antiques 

CONTRACT & DOMESTIC 

No Job Too Small 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Choice of patterns 
Quality Workmanship 
SOFA WORKSHOP 
Oldbury 

Tel: 07816 818492 anytime 
y^email: vince.gandley@yahoo.iom y 


Roofing 


Al I 


Mobile Hairdresser 


■ MOBI LE 
H Al RD RESS E 

Cuts, Colours, Perms eti 



Call Lyndsey 07795 514858 


C 


Plastering 


c 


C.A. Plastering 

For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 


07538 718264 


Roofing 



Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

© 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 




Al Little Job Man 


(Part of the Imperial Residential Group) 

Over 35 years experience 

• Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

• uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes 

• All Building Work Undertaken 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


A 

m 


0121 553 3020 


Tom Corbett Roofing Services 

Telephone: 0121 5800915 Mobile: 07931 344199 

• Flat Roof Repaired or Renewed 
Slate & Tile Repairs 

Ridge, Flip 8, Chimney Repointing 
Gutter Replacement & Cleaning 




STS Plumbing & Tiling Services 

ALL GENERAL PLUMBING & TILING WORK UNDERTAKEN 





OUSEHOLD 

L U l\/l BIN 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

A All installations and repairs ^est^ 
Supply and fit or fit only ^ 1994 ^ 


TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-602 6776 A 
V» www.household-plumbing.co.uk ^ 



c 


Rubbish Removal 


EST. 

SINCE 1992 


ROB’S 
RUBBISH 

A CHEAP RUBBISH |f^ 

REMOVAL 7 DAYS 

Small Jobs NO PROBLEM A - - 

We load, No Skips, Free Estimates 

Garden, Household, Shed, Garage, Fridges, White Goods, 
House Clearances, Furniture 

0121 500 6033 

07938 207122 


ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 


Household Waste, 

Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 

0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 

West Bromwich 


J 




Holt 
Ornamental 
Ironwork 

Gates, Railings, Stairways. 
Garden Balconies, 

07966 526528 



c 


Skip Hire 


] 


RUSSELL’S SKIPS 


JVIINI/MIDI, 
SKIPS^ 

(Ol 21) 520 3388 
07721 387990 



Most ads are 
legal, decent, 
honest and 
truthful. 

In 2016, the ASA 
removed 4,824 that weren’t. 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


Funeral Directors 


Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est, 1907 
• 24 hour service 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 

44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 

Q Dignity- 

Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 


Family 





MOBILITY SCOOTER 

New Pride Apex Sprint, 4mph, 
20 mile range, 21 stone capac¬ 
ity, pneumatic tyres, dismantles 
easily. Stunning. Free delivery 
and full Warranty included. 
£795 ono. 

07718 089131. 


2 

Leisure 

Time 



OUTBOARD MOTOR WANTED, 

anything considered, reasonably 
priced. 01922 492321. 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

* All Caravans Wanted * 

J Any Age or Condition J 

* *CASH* WAITING* * 

* Immediate collection * 

* Call Bill on 07825 325 913 * 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


WANTED 
ALL CARAVANS 

Any age or condition 
Also motorhomes wanted. 

TOP PRICES PAID 

Immediate collection. 

CALL THOMAS 
07717 280 996 

www.tscaravansandmotorhomes.co.uk 



AWNING, Kampa Rally 390, 2 
upright back poles, storm poles, 
awning carpet (breathable), 2 wind 
breaks, £75 ono 07764 228183. 


CARAVAN SWIFT 

2-berth, many comfort and 
security extras. 

Good condition, ready to use. 
Motormover included. 

£8,100 

07913 534499 



Home & 
is ervices 


LUXURY LODGES FOR SALE on 

stunning Seaside holiday park. 12 
month season, amazing views, 
great facilities. Pet friendly. Cali 
Paul to arrange visit 07960 944721. 


i !■ 



SWIFT CHALLENGER 540 

2009, with motor mover. 4 berth 
fixed bed caravan, fully 



01299 402187. 



VW CAMPER VAN 


Holdsworth Vision XL, high 
top sleeps 2. 2.4 Diesel, Full 
MoT, Service history, 80,000 
mis, excellent condition. 

£7,500 

01543 577385 
Mob. 07855 725169. 



JUMBLE SALE AND 
BRICABRAC 
Saturday, October 28 at 
12 noon. 

St Mark's Church Hall 
Ocker Hill Road 
DY4OUT 


JUMBLE SALE/ 
BRIC-A-BRAC 

St Luke's Church, Elwell Street 
Wednesbury, 

Saturday, October 21, 2pm. 
Admission 20p. 



BAND REQUIRES mature bass 
player, 40 plus. 

07870 754074. 



Free 

IT'S FREE, IT'S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


holidays 


FURNITURE NOT SOLD? Donate it 
to Katharine House Hospice. We 
collect for free. Telephone 
Cannock 01543 466885, Stafford 
01785 247630, House clearance 
service 01785 760715. 



ONE WEEK ONLY-BIG DISCOUNTS 

Cookers, Fires, Autos, Tumble dryers, 
Built in ovens, Hobs, Fridge freezers, 
lots more at low prices. 

01902 403770 

- Past & Present - 

24 - 26 church street, Bilston 
(opposite town hall). 




Supply and Fit or DIY 

Credit cards taken • Free quotes 
WS32BQ 

01922 712184 


6x5 

Lap Panels 

£17 each (incvat) 

WS3 2BQ 

Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 

or 01922 712184 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

That the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly differentiate 
between Private and Trade. 


ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc doors 
and windows 01543 453222. 


ASH RECLAMATION 

All reclaimed 
building materials 

UPVC doors and windows 
New and Used 
Gatehouse Trading Est. 
Lichfield Road, Brownhills, 
WS8 6JZ 

01543 453222 
07956 627367 


TRADE ALUMINIUM extending 
ladder, 2 x 19 rungs, £40 ono. 
07588 547152. 

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

to check with any Advertisers 
that their holiday costs are fully 
covered by a recognised bonding or 
insurance scheme. 




\ 

Massage 



MOBILE Aromatherapy Massage 

Therapist Home / Hotel. To book 
appointments call 07437 569187. 


✓ CASH PAID ✓ 
£300+ PER OUNCE 

FOR 9 CARAT GOLD. 

ANY AMOUNT COLLECTED! 

Sovereigns £200+ each, 

gold coins, pre - 47 silver coins, 
watches, costume jewellery, porcelain, any 
oriental items, old brass items, any silver 
items, War medals military etc. 

Lady Buyer 

.Call: 01922 495066 , 

V or 07971 783206 V 

READERS ARE ADVISED to 

carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 



READERS ARE REMINDED 

that they may require profes¬ 
sional advice before entering into 
obligations. 



CLIENT COMPUTERS Certified 
technician and microsoft partner. 
Repair and maintain laptops and 
pcs. Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi, windows problem etc. 
Laptops available. 0121 556 9481 


CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 



Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 


specialists at 
your service 


Aerials 


rnTFf' h/ifl BIBBS 

AERIALS FITTED FROM £79.99 


CLASSIFIEDS 

BOOSTS 

BUSINESS! 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract” 

Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


Alarms/Security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £249 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


Appliance Repairs 

A SAME DAY REPAIR - Cookers 
Autos Fridges Vacs and Micros. 
Call 07900578897/07801 746853. 


Bathrooms 


BATHROOM DESIGN All bath¬ 
rooms fitted, tiling, flooring, com¬ 
plete bathrooms: 07850 382548. 


\ 

Building Services 


A GRIFFITHS ROOFING & BUILD¬ 
ING Pitched & flat roofs, repairs, 
chimneys, fascias, guttering. 35 yrs 
exp. 07941 907401/01902 865771. 

APPROVED CONTRACTOR 

All damp problems, roofing, all 
building & all plastering work. 
Free quotes 07538118034 
or 01902 752161. 

G & D BUILDERS 

Over 35 years exp 

All aspects of building work 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 

All work guaranteed 

07837 994465/01902 579592 


X 

Building Supplies 


QUALITY DOORS AND HARD¬ 
WOOD FLOORING @ low prices. 
Call Arnold Laver 0121 533 5428. 

RECLAIMED BRICKS, Tiles, 
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York 
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066. 
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk 


\ 

Carpentry & Joinery 

v _ _ 


SPR CARPENTRY Six internal pre¬ 
primed doors fully fitted from £370. 
0121 5322672 or 07958 552625. 


\ 

Carpet Fitters 


A CARPETS & VINYLS supplied or 
just fitted, quality samples Drought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 820598 / 
07941 619694. 


\ 

CCTV 


RAPID SECURITY CCTV & Alarms 
Cameras, supplied and fitted, 
domestic and commercial, same 
day service, free call out. Call Robbi 
on 07960 173589/ 0800 633 5899. 


\ 

Damp Proof Control 


JUST DAMP PROOFING 

All Areas Covered 
Sovereign approved damp proofer 
Up to 30 years 
Backed Guarantee available 

Call 07903 029768 


Fencing 


CLASSIFIEDS 

BOOSTS 

BUSINESS! 



“I am extremely happy 
with the service I get 
from my Express & 
Star Classified Sales 
Representatives and 
would recommend them 
to anyone! They have 
done a very professional 
job with my website so 
I get online enquiries as 
well now.” 

Michael- Portway Fencing 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


«t,PORTWF»y 

FEIMCIIMG 


SPECIAL OFFER 

10 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £69 5 
Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 


0121 531 5250/07866 137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm 
Sat 8am -12noon 
83 Portway Ret W'bury 


\ 

Gardening Services 


H. COOPER & SON Landscaping / 
garden maintenance. No job too 
small, Free Quotes: 07904 929632. 


J&B TREE CARE Landscape and 
Jetwashing Services. All Pesticide 
/Fungicide work. Free fixed quotes: 
07786 166856/ 01922 449268. 


Landywood Tree & Landscaping Services 


(Ty, All garden work, tree felling/lopping 
pruning, hedges trimmed, turf, 

. patios, fencing, block-paving etc. 
_ www.landywoodlandscaping.co.uk 


01922898710 / 07973177 976 


Gas Fitting 

v_ 

GAS ^ 
SERVICES 

• Boilers • Cookers 

• Fires • Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
Being on the Gas Safe Register. 


Gates 


ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS, 

etc. Free quotes, also repairs & 
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours. 

DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in 
supplying/fitting gates and railings. 
Free quotes: 07497 667752. 


Handyman Services 

v 



FREE QUOTES 

All work guaranteed, Most trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


House Clearances 


A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece suites and 
leather chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 


A1 HOUSE CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece suites and 
leather chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 

A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


ALL ROUND 
CLEARANCE 

Professional family run business 
House clearances full or part, 
also garages, sheds etc. 
Telephone Kev 

07794 912844 


Kitchen Fitters 

v_____ 

THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 20 
years experience. Call 07881 
654757 or 01543 373233. 


\ 

Lock Services 


LOCKRITE local father and daugh¬ 
ter locksmiths, lock-outs, broken 
locks, UPVC specialist, 24hr 
service. 07585 099385. 


Painters/ 

Decorators 


LADY DECORATOR Full house or 
one wall to customer requirements. 
Free quotes call: 07522 643706. 


\ 

Plans Prepared 

v___ 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 


"A 


Roofing 


v 



We specialise in: 

New Roofing, Re Roofing, Leak Repairs, 
Emergency Repairs, Lead Work, Tiling and Slating. 


07476 834512 0121 4204374 


www.stoppsandpage.co.uk 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


\ 

Plastering 

V 

MINT PLASTERING 

For the very best in plastering and rendering, 
full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls, 
stairs and landings from 200 

30 years experience. 

Free quotes. All work guaranteed 

01922 606503/07519 694516 

MINT PLASTERING & rendering 30 
yrs exp. All work guaranteed. 
01922 606503 or 07519 694516. 

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919 / 07977 262943. 

k 

Plumbing & Heating 

\_ 

A.A HEATING & PLUMBING All gas 

work. Install/ Service/ Repair. Ree 
quotes call: 07540 950588. 

ALL PLUMBING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

No job too large. All work 
guaranteed. 

Call Will for a free quote 

07521 411108 

PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or large. Call Will 
for a free quote on: 07521 411108. 

Removals 

v_ 

CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 

KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 

KC REMOVALS We beat any quote, 
full or part loads, all areas. Anything 
considered. Call on 07867 86222 a 

KT REMOVALS 12 yrs exp. Single 
items to full load removals. Local / 
distance. Call Ric: 07771 727119. 

\ 

Rubbish Removal 

V_ 

LETS TALK RUBBISH No Skips 
Needed.Load/Remove any Waste, 
House Clearance. 07969 628382 

\ 

Skip Hire 

V 

GOLDSHILL SKIPS 

Bring your own waste 
cheaper than skips. General, 
Green, Wood waste any size 
vehicle. Phone for prices: 

0121 557 3346 

CLASS 1 DRIVER required. Walking 
floor trailer experience preferred. 
Walsall area. Call 07588 670336. 

A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

Mini, midi skips 

Prompt delivery / collection 
(0121) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 

STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480 / 07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 

\ 

Tree Services 

v_ 

BUDGET TREE SURGERY Tall or 
small. Conifers & hedge trimming. 
Shrubs pruned, tidy ups & make 
overs 01543324608/07936882552 

\ 

Upholstery 

V_ 

MR B’S UPHOLSTERY! 

RE- UPHOLSTERING OF SOFA’S, 
DINING FURNITURE, CARAVANS, 
CAR RETRIMS AND MORE. 

www.mrbsupholstery.co.uk 

01543500677 077388516011 



Pets & 

L Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies 
have the required Passport infor¬ 
mation. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and using 
guns. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it's 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 



6*1 

Iprc 

>perty 



CHALET FOR SALE 

Clarach Bay Holiday Village, 
near Aberystwyth, sleeps 
six, completely refurbished 
throughout. 

£10,500. 

01922 492327. 


MUTUAL EXCHANGE 
WANTED 

From a two bedroom bungalow 
in Lichfield, WS13 area. 

Midland Heart Property. 

It has a walk in wet room, off 
road parking and private secure 
dog friendly courtyard. 

Wanted, 2 bed bungalow in 
Burntwood, Ashgrove area 
preferred but all others 
considered. 

Would pay removal costs. 

Please call 
07848173167. 


















































































































































































01902 3178781 bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 




FAST FOR CASH 



48 Hours 


<3 No Hassle Par You 
0 No CommKwso or Surprise* 




g 


MPK 


Call us today« 
Of visit our v/f 


01902 50 44 48 

Jt( mpkmghts.co.uk 



WilfeiViMMtiis'M 


> Any Price • Any Condition • AnyArea * 
★ Local ★ Independent ★ Confdential 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 


CLASSIFIEDS 

BOOSTS 

BUSINESS! 

“I am really pleased 
with the response I 
get from my Classified 
Advertising! 

Our directory page on 
expressandstar.com has 
generated extra activity 
on our website.” 

Paul Westwood - Home Cash Buyer 

Classified! Is 

Brought to you by Express & Star 




NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 


J9 

Accommodation 


NO DEPOSIT 

★MOVE IN TODAY* 

Studios 
from £90pw* 
Rooms 
from £65 pw* 

*lncludes Most Bills 

CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST 

ragl—--- 


mmsazmi 

J9accommodation .com 


TWO BED apartment, GF, 5 mins 
walk from Burntwood Town Centre, 
large sitting room, with double 
bedroom, 2 car parking spaces, 
£500pcm. 07956 347993. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


Classified Ads 



Business & 
l Farming 


Commercial 

Premises 


UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties 0121 520 5318. 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering into any 
obligations. 




BIRMINGHAM: 30 N0V.-1 DEC. & 27-28 JAN. 
STOKE: 17-18 JAN. TELFORD: 25-26 JAN. 
WOLVERHAMPTON: 6-7 DEC. & 8-9 MARCH 


Learn how to take blood 

TRAIN AS A PHLEBOTOMIST 


NATIONALLY RECOGNISED AND ACCREDITED 

Introduction to Phlebotomy 

TWO DAY COURSE - National UK Qualification 

NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 


For more info CfDrtnd/'D 

ortobook: WWW. .C 


HIGH DEMAND IN: Hospitals ■ GP Surgeries - Clinics - Private Sector - Community - MOD 


GENTLEMANS 
HAIRDRESSER (Barber) 
required. 

Also SCHOOL LEAVER 
for Apprenticeship, 

Quinton area 
0121 422 4104 


Motoring 





CONCEPT FLOORING 
SUPPLIES 


FULLY SKILLED TECHNICIAN 

required for busy independent 
garage in West Bromwich. 
Experienced in all makes & classes 
of vehicles. £25,000 - £30,000 + 
bonus depending on skills/experi¬ 
ence. Call Tim on 07974 938001 or 
email: tim@ferdotti.co.uk 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


Are looking for 

HGV CLASS 2 DRIVER 

Multi-Drop and unloading of 
Flooring Materials locally and 
distance when required. 

Hours 6am to 3pm 

CPC Qualification needed. 
Salary £20,000 per year plus 
Bonus immediate start. 

Contact 

Andrew Riley/ 

Chris Davies Lunn 



PART TIME BOOKKEEPER - 

Rowley Regis. Must be fully 
conversant with Sage. 20 hours per 
week. £9.50 - £11.00 per hour, 
jobs ©nationwide cctv.co.uk 



MUST BE SEEN 


BMW 118i AUTOMATIC 

07 reg, chilli red, 5 door, 40,000 
miles, fsh, MoT May 2018, 2 
lady owners, excellent tyres on 
car plus set of as new Winter 
tyres, superb condition. 

Not to be missed. 


Tel 0121 5801300 

or email details to: 

andrew.riley@ 

conceptflooring.uk.com 


ARE YOU UNEMPLOYED? We are 

creating community chances in 
Bilston East.Darlaston South, 
Princes End and St Thomas's. Visit 
on the 27th Oct for world food day, 
16th Nov for teddy bear picnic or 
Nov/Dec for Christmas fair. Contact 
01902 571201 for further info. 


£4,600. 

Phone for more details on 
0121 357 8407. 


PR Executive 


Star Public Relations is looking to recruit an ambitious and dynamic PR Executive 
who is willing to get stuck in and help deliver for our growing portfolio of clients, as 
well as support the agency as we target new business opportunities. 

Under the guidance of the agency director, the successful candidate will be required 
to plan and manage client work; attend meetings with clients; research and write 
press releases, features and other content; liaise with media; oversee social media 
accounts; help organise and manage events; monitor for media coverage and prepare 
coverage reports for clients; and much more... 

This role is ideal for someone who has begun their PR career, but now wants to 
move up a step and learn and develop at a supportive and friendly agency. 

The successful candidate must have: 

• At least two years of agency or in-house experience 

• Solid written and verbal communication skills 

• The ability to take instructions, plan workload and undertake tasks with little fuss 

• An ability to think creatively and produce compelling content 

• Confidence and credibility when pitching to media and clients, both current 
and prospective 

• Enthusiasm and a willingness to learn 

• Good knowledge of various social media platforms 

Additional benefits 

The successful candidate will benefit from flexible start and finish times, as well as 
the opportunity to work from home on occasion. Days off in lieu are also provided 
should weekend work be required. The successful candidate will also be provided 
with the opportunity to enhance their PR skills through training provided by the 
Chartered Institute for Public Relations (ClPR). 

• Full-time PR Executive 

• Salary - £22k-£25k per annum (depending on experience) 

• Location - Telford (primary) and Wolverhampton 

Please send your CV along with a covering letter to: HR Department, 
Midland News Association, 51-53 Queen Street, Wolverhampton, WVI IES 

Or apply by email to: hr@mnamedia.co.uk. 

Deadline for submission is Thursday 26th October 2017 


Most ads are 
legal, decent, 
honest and 
truthful. 

In 2016, the ASA 
removed 4,824 that weren’t. 



Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, October 19, 2017 
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ClassifiedAds 


BARGAIN 


VW PASSAT 1.9TDi 

2006, 56, 
good condition, 
FSH. 

£1,800 

07794179158. 


CITROEN C3 2006, 68,000k, FSH, 
long MoT, 1.4 petrol, new cam belt. 
2 owners. Recent clutch, black 
paint £1,050. ono 01785 296633. 


IDFAl 

FIRST CAR 


FIAT PUNTO 1.2 
SUNROOF SPECIAL 

05 reg. 

56,600 miles. 

Mot April 2018. 
Good runner. 
Good bodywork. 
£850. 

01922 622249. 


MATIZ CHEVROLET 


2005, 1.0, 11 months MoT, 
ideal first car. 


£500 ono. 
07974 052207. 


BARGAIN 


MERCEDES A CLASS A150 
ELEGANCE SE 

1.5, petrol, 2005, manual, 5 
door, silver, ac, alloys, 2 keys, 
73,000 miles, fsh. 

One previous owner. 

£1,295 ono. 

07405 215217. 



PEUGEOT 307SHDI 

2006, 101,000 miles, silver, 5 
door, hatchback, 1560cc, MoT 
April 2018. 

£ 1 , 000 . 

07920 789750. 


BARGAIN 


ROVER 45 IE 

Turbo diesel, 

X reg, very good conditon. 
new MoT. 

Bargain at £750 ono. 
07864 842076. 

OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 
Oldbury Area. 


CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, buyer will call. 



Mobile Mechanics 


MB MOTORS MOBILE MECHANIC 

MOT'S, Servicing, Tyres, Diagnos¬ 
tics, AC & Electrics. 07809 871733 


^ # # ^ ia § n0St ' CS 

MB MOTOTS I?" 14 * I*™ . 

MOBILE MECHANIC Tyres Aut0 Electrlcs 

07809 871733 

mbmotorsstaffordshire.co.uk 

mbmotors@outlook.com 


Local 

Information 


GORDON RICHARD COLES 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons 
having a claim against or an interest in the Estate of 
the aforementioned deceased, late of 113 Temple 
Meadows Road West Bromwich West Midlands B71 
4DG, who died on 27/01/2017, are required to send 
particulars thereof in writing to the undersigned 
Solicitors on or before 29/12/2017, after which date 
the Estate will be distributed having regard only to 
claims and interests of which they have had notice. 
BACHES SOLICITORS LLP 
Lombard House Cronehills Linkway 
West Bromwich West Midlands B70 7PL 7513900 


PETER JOHN RUSSELL 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 Notice is hereby 
given that any persons having a claim against or 
an interest in the Estate of the aforementioned 
deceased late of 2 Milton Road Smethwick West 
Midlands B67 7HT, who died on 18/02/2017, are 
required to send particulars thereof in writing to 
the undersigned Solicitors on or before 
29/12/2017, after which date the Estate will be 
distributed having regard only to the claims and 
interests of which they have had notice. 
WATKINS AND GUNN SOLICITORS 
Glantorfaen House Hanbury Road 
Pontypool Torfaen NP4 6XY T513608 


DEREK ANTHONY CADMAN 

(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the above 
named, late of Flat 3, Radnall House, 
Oldbury, West Midlands B69 1HN, who 
died on 28/08/2017, are required to send 
written particulars thereof to the 
undersigned on or before 01/01/2018, 
after which date the Estate will be 
distributed having regard only to the 
claims and interests of which they have 
had notice. 

WLS Solicitors, 215 Worcester Road, 
Malvern, Worcestershire WR14 ISP. 

Ref: 00530/1 


LEGAL /PUBLIC 
NOTICES 

For convenience youmay fax 
any advertising requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 
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Personals 


ATTRACTIVE lonely Female 
seeking broadminded males within 
a 20 mile radius. 01902 489 181. 


HELLO LADIES 

I'm a white single male, 37 with 
mild learning difficulties. I'm 
looking for love with that special 
lady 30-45. I'm loyal, caring, 
honest, reliable and 
trustworthy^ 

Photo appreciated (Returned). 

Box Number C20982, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


Ar.qils 


•fi MMHtM « 


IM 3 rr^Md Sir** 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Sandwell Road Passage, West 
Bromwich) (Temporary Road Closure) Order 2017, intends to temporarily 
prohibit any vehicles from proceeding along Sandwell Road Passage, West 
Bromwich between Sandwell Road and Temple Street. The maximum 
duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be completed by 
06/11/17 effective from 31 /10/17. Traffic will be diverted via Sandwell Road, 
Mill Street and Temple Street and via Sandwell Road, High Street and Temple 
Street. Purpose - installation of new electricity supply by Western Power 
Distribution. 




FreeAds 


IT'S FREE 
IT'S EASY 

*Advertise any item FREE up to 
the value of £250 go to: 
bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


Simply click the FreeAds icon 


FreeAds t 


*Private advertisers only, no guns, pets, or livestock. 
Free adverts are published within 7 days of receipt, in-paper 
and online and are limited to 3 lines maximum. 


REACH 
CUSTOMERS 
ON THE MOVE 



n 


Advertise your business 
on the 

Express & Star website 

To find out how you can benefit call MNA Digital on 01902 319730 


MNA DIGITAL 
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Style changes ana 


new technology 



By John Griffiths 

Ford’s top-selling SUV, the Kuga, has had 
a makeover with some sharper styling and 
new technology. 

This 2017 Kuga has a new look, an addition 
(and more economical) engine option, and 
Ford’s new Sync 3 infotainent system with 
a wide range of vehicle and connectivity 
functions. 

Prices start from £21,895 for the 1.5 
Ecoboost turbocharged petrol engine in 
popular Zetec trim. 

Fleet 

The new engine is also of 1.5 litres capacity 

- this time a turbo diesel with 118bhp and 
270Nm of torque. Priced from £27,995, it 
could prove popular with fleet buyers because 
of its potential 64.2mpg (official figure) and 
low C02 emissions of 115g/km. 

The test car was in mid-range ST-Line trim 

- with its sports-themed styling available on 
a Kuga for the first time - and was powered 
by the 148bhp, 2.0 litre diesel costing £28,745 
in standard form. Only the front wheels were 
driven - all-wheel drive comes in combination 
with the more powerful 177bhp version of the 
same engine. 

Painted in shadow black (a £545 extra 
‘premium’ colour) the Kuga had the essentials 
which have made the SUV market the fastest 
growing sector: sturdy looks, and a high 
seating position for easy access and great 
looks. Inside it seats five in comfort and 
exudes a quality feel, with quality upholstery 
and a subtle mix of piano black and chrome 
trim. 

The sports-theming continues with unique 



There is an eight-inch colour touchscreen 

alloy wheels, sports seats, black roof rails 
and sports suspension. The suspension is 
optimised for dynamic control, making the 
car feel amongst the most agile of mid-sized 
SUVs, but it can also feel firm on some 
surfaces, 

The test car’s 2.0 litre, 148bhp turbo diesel 
hustles the car from a standstill to 62mph in 
a brisk 10.1 seconds, and based on official 
figures its average fuel consumption is 
60.1 mpg and its C02 rating is 122mpg, 

On the outside, this latest Kuga has 
revamped from end, grille and daytime 
running lights, with a reshaped tailgate and 
lamps, but it’s in the cabin where the major 
upgrades have taken place. 

More intuitive controls for the dual zone air 
conditioning and on the steering wheel, plus 
an electronic parking brake (which automatic 
releases as you start to drive). The button- 
operated system frees up more storage space 
in the centre console. 

Other standard features include enhanced 


parking assist, with sensors front and rear, 
Ford’s semi-autonomous ‘self-parking’ syste, 
is an option. 

Electric windows, automatic headlights, 
rain-sensing wipers, adapative cruise control 
and speed limiter, power folding mirrors 
and Ford;s excellent Quickclear heated 
windscreen are also on the ST-Line’s standard 
kit list. 

Ford’s intelligent protection system, 
with multi airbags and electronic systems 


There’s a new look for Ford’s top-selling SUV 

including features such as stability control, 
an enhanced city brake system and lane 
departure warning, are also part of the 
package, 

Atop the centre console is an eight-inch 
colour touchscreen, from which you can 
control various vehicle functions plus the 
satnav and audio systems. 

It is also the heart of the Sync 3 system, with 
emergency assistance, USB connectivity, 
Bluetooth, audible text messaging and voice 


control. You can also link to, and mirror, your 
smartphone apps. For parents a handy 
feature might be the ‘MyKey’ system which 
allows them to, for example, programe a key 
for younger drivers to restrict top speed, or to 
reduce the maximum audio volume. 

While SUV sales generally are rising much 
faster than any other type of car, the Kuga’s 
unprecedented year on year 50 per cent 
increase is surely a sign that the revamped 
car is proving a hit with buyers. 


GREAT USED CAR OFFERS FROM T WALL VAUXHALL 


ADAM ms now 

14/14 ADAM SLAM 1.4100PS 3DR RED N ROLL 41,000 MILES MANY EXTRA’S!.£7,495 £7,195 

16/66 ADAM SLAM 1.4 3DR LET IT BLUE 12,000 MILES.£9,995 £9,495 

C0RSA & VIVA 

17/17 VIVA SL1.0 EASYTRONIC AUTO SOVEREIGN SILVER, ONLY 300 MILES. £9,995 

11/61 C0RSA SR11.4 5DR ASTEROID GREY 33,000 MILES. £6,495 

13/62 C0RSA SX11.2 5DR CARBON FLASH 31,500 MILES. £5,995 

15/15 C0RSA EXCITE 1.2 3DR FLAME RED 32,500 MILES. £6,995 

15/15 C0RSA LIMITED 1.4 TURBO 3DR FLAME RED 12,000 MILES.£8,995 £8,695 

15/65 C0RSA ENERGY 1.2 3DR CARBON FLASH 9,000 MILES. £8,495 

15/65 C0RSA LIMITED EDITION 1.2 3DR OLYMPIC WHITE 8,500 MILES. £8,495 

16/16 C0RSA ENERGY 1.4 5DR FLAME RED 7,000 MILES “OUR OWN CAR”. £9,295 

16/16 C0RSA LIMITED 1.4 3DR CARBON FLASH 7,600 MILES.£9,495 £9,195 

16/16 C0RSA SE1.4 5DR ASTEROID GREY 9,000 MILES. £10,495 

17/17 C0RSA STING 1.4 3DR FLAME RED DELIVERY MILES LAST FEW REMAINING. £7,995 

ASTRA 

12/12 ASTRA ACTIVE 1.4 5DR ASTEROID GREY 31,500 MILES. £6,495 

13/13 ASTRA ENERGY 1.6 5DR POWER RED 55,000 MILES. £6,495 

13/63 ASTRA SR11.6 5DR OLYMPIC WHITE 26,500 MILES. £7,995 

14/63 ASTRA TECHLINE 2.0CDTI 5DR DEEP SKY BLUE 31,500 MILES SAT NAV.£8,495 £7,695 

14/64 ASTRA EXCITE 1.6 5DR SUMMIT WHITE 30,500 MILES. £8,495 

14/64 ASTRA EXCITE 1.4 5DR SILVER LAKE 14,000 MILES. £8,495 

15/15 ASTRA EXCITE 1.4 5DR POWER RED 13,500 MILES. £8,795 

16/66 NEW ASTR DESIGN 1.0T 5DR DEEP SKY BLUE 16,000 MILES. £10,995 

17/66 NEW ASTRA SRI NAV 1.4T150PS POWER RED 12,000 MILES. £12,995 

17/17 NEW ASTRA TECHLINE 1.0T 5DR10,000 MILES. £12,995 

MERIVA & ZAFIRA 

14/14 MERIVA SE 1.4T 5DR ASTEROID GREY 41,500 MILES.£7,695 £7,295 

14/64 MERIVA TECHLINE 1.4 5DR ASTEROID GREY 16,000 MILES.£8,495 £7,995 

15/65 MERIVA TECHLINE NAV 1.4 5DR OLYMPIC WHITE 8,500 MILES.£8,995 £8,795 

17/67 MERIVA LIFE 1.4 5DR CHOICE OF COLOURS DELIVERY MILEAGE FROM. £10,995 

14/64 ZAFIRA TOURER EXCLUSIV 2.0CDTI 5DR DEEP SKY BLUE 22,500 MILES.£10,495 £10,195 

15/65 ZAFIRA TOURER SRI 1.6CDTI 5DR SHINY ROCK 9,800 MILES “LOTS OF EXTRAS”. £14,995 


INSIGNIA &CASCADA 

14/14 INSIGNIA SR11.8 5DR CARBON FLASH 21,000 MILES. £8,795 

15/65 INSIGNIA SRI NAV 2.0CDTI 140ps 5DR CARBON FLASH 19,000 MILES. £11,695 

15/65 INSIGNIA SRI NAV 1.6 CDTI5DR SUMMIT WHITE 14,300 MILES. £11,895 

13/13 CASCADA ELITE 2.0CDTI ASTEROID GREY 43,000 MILES LEATHER TRIM. £10,995 

14/14 CASCADA SE 2.0CDTI DEEP SKY BLUE 10,000 MILES ONLY.£11,895 £11,495 

MOKKA & MOKKA X 

13/13 MOKKA SE 1.4T 4X4 AWD VELVET RED 24,000 MILES. £10,995 

14/14 MOKKA EXCLUSIV 1.7CDTI5DR B0RACAY BLUE 24,000 MILES. £10,995 

14/14 MOKKA TECHLINE 1.7CDTI 5DR SOVEREIGN SILVER 19,000 MILES SAT NAV. £10,795 

14/14 MOKKA SE 1.7CDTI 5DR SUMMIT WHITE 36,500 MILES. £10,995 

14/64 MOKKA SE 1.6 5DR DEEP ESPRESSO 33,600 MILES LEATHER TRIM. £9,995 

14/64 MOKKA EXCLUSIV 1.6 5DR VELVET RED 27,000 MILES.£10,495 £9,995 

14/64 MOKKA EXCLUSIV 1.6 5DR CARBON FLASH 15,000 MILES. £10,495 

14/64 MOKKA SE 1.6 5DR B0RACAY BLUE 11,000 MILES. £10,995 

14/64 MOKKA TECHLINE 1.7CDTI 4X4 SOVEREIGN SILVER 44,700 MILES SAT NAV. £11,995 

14/64 MOKKA SE 1.4T VELVET RED 16,000 MILES SAT NAV & LEATHER TRIM. £12,495 

15/65 MOKKA SE 1.6 5DR B0RACAY BLUE 14,000 MILES. £11,995 

15/65 MOKKA EXCLUSIV 1.6CDTI 5DR CARBON FLASH 11,500 MILES.£12,995 £12,495 

16/16 MOKKA LIMITED EDITION 1.6CDTI 5DR SUMMIT WHITE 12,500 MILES SAT NAV. £12,995 

17/66 MOKKA X DESIGN NAV 1.4T SUMMIT WHITE 9,900 MILES. £15,495 

17/66 MOKKAX ELITE 1.4T AUTOMATIC 5DR SOVEREIGN SILVER 7,600 MILES LEATHERTRIM. £16,995 

17/17 MOKKA X ACTIVE 1.4T AUTO 5DR SUMMIT WHITE 10,500 MILES. £15,795 

17/17 MOKKA X ACTIVE 1.4T AUTO 5DR QUANTUM GREY 12,500 MILES. £15,795 

17/17 MOKKA X ELITE NAV 1.4T 5DR BORACAY BLUE 8,000 MILES LEATHER TRIM. £17,295 

OTHER MAKES & SPECIALIST 

12/12 VAUXHALL AMPERA ELECTRON 1.4 “ELECTRIC CAR” CARBON FLASH 51,500 MILES LEATHER & SAT NAV. £12,495 

14/14 MERCEDES BENZ A CLASS A1801.6 SPORT AUTO SILVER 11,800 MILES. £16,495 

15/15 MERCEDES BENZ A CLASS A180 SE 1.6 AUTO 5DR MET GREY 22,000 MILES. £16,395 

16/16 BMW 330D X DRIVE 4DR AUTO METALLIC GREY 19,500 MILES. £23,695 

MANY MORE CARS ARRIVING DAILY, CAN’T SEE WHAT 
YOU ARE LOOKING FOR, PLEASE ASK!! 


T Wall Garages 

01384 288333 

www.twall.co.uk 


High Street, Pensnett, 
Kingswinford 
DY6 8XB 


Award winning family-run business - established 1953 
1 Mile from Russells Hall, Hospital, towards Kingswinford 




VAUXHALL 
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Award-winning van range expanded 



The new variant offers some of the latest technology 


The new Corsavan Limited Edition NAV model features unique exterior graphics 


Vauxhall has expanded its popular 
Corsavan range with the addition of a 
new top-of-the-range Limited Edition NAV 
model. Available to order now priced at 
£15,515 excluding VAT, the new variant 
offers some of the latest technology and 
stylish exterior design features. 

The new Corsavan Limited Edition NAV 
model features unique exterior graphics, as 
well as black wing mirrors, 16-inch Black 
Alloy Wheels and a Carbon Flash grille bar. 
The stylish new black accents have been 
designed to complement the Corsavan’s full 
range of exterior colours (excluding Royal 
Blue and Metallic Black). 

Impressive 

The new model also marks the introduction 
of the Persian Blue exterior colour, which is 
offered exclusively on the Limited Edition NAV. 

As well as a new look exterior, the new 
model trim will add Navi 4.0 IntelliLink 
connectivity to an already impressive list of 
standard technology. 

The updated system has a seven-inch 
colour touchscreen for easy navigation, 
with features including RDS with Traffic 
Programme, Eco Routing, DAB digital radio, 
and sat nav with European coverage. 

The unit’s smartphone integration is 
compatible with Apple CarPlay and Android 
Auto, and enables USB connection, Bluetooth 
connectivity and A2DP audio streaming. 

“This stylish new Corsavan will appeal to 
operators who want a small car-derived van 
that stands out from the crowd,” said Steve 
Bryant, Vauxhall’s head of commercial vehicle 
brand. 

“It’s exceptionally well-equipped for its size, 


with features including Navi 4.0 IntelliLink 
connectivity with a seven-inch touchscreen.” 

Also recently announced are two new 
up-level Vauxhall Vivaro variants: the Tourer 
Elite and Combi Plus. Aimed at the business 
shuttle market, the Tourer Elite model will be 


available with a 1.6-litre CDTi BiTurbo engine 
with 125PS or 145PS, in either LI or L2 body. 
And designed for customers after a more 
generously specified combi, the Combi Plus 
is more car-like, and less van-like than the 
standard Vivaro Combi. 


With order books opening soon, 
both models will be built at Vauxhall’s 
manufacturing plant in Luton, Bedfordshire. 

“These new top-of-the-range Vivaros offer 
our customers even more comfort and 
flexibility,” said Steve Bryant, Vauxhall’s head 


of Commercial Vehicle Brand. The Tourer Elite 
is the perfect business shuttle and the Combi 
Plus is a more generously specified version of 
our popular Combi. 

“Both models expand our portfolio and take 
us into new areas of the market.” 
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Karen Samuels, Karen Evans and Andrea Marshall 


Mary Harding with Hugh Porter and the Roger Walter Trophy as guests celebrate the 50th anniversary 


Audrey Wilson and Hazel Smallman 



Imogen Harley, Lynsey Kelly, Liz Lister and Holly Badderley 



Jaiden Tutt, Adrain Dillon, Alfie Talbot and Matthew Whiddon 


Athletes run up golden 
anniversary celebrations 



Sion Jones, Louise Jones, Eddie Starrs and Dawn Evans Barry and Margaret Findlay 


SPOUTING FEATURE 


By Ian Harvey 


HUNDREDS of athletes turned out to 
a glitzy birthday dinner celebrating 50 
years of Wolverhampton & Bilston Ath¬ 
letics Club. 

Awards were handed out to this year’s star 
performers as a toast was raised to the club’s 
long running success. 

Club president Mary Harding said it was great to 
see athletes young and old come together to celebrate 
the anniversary. 

Olympic champion Denise Lewis MBE had been 
invited, but did not attend. 

The Aldersley Road-based club has churned out in¬ 
ternational athletes over the years, with some going 
on to reach the top tier of athletics. 

Maiy said: “Tonight 480 people have come together 
from the old boys of 50 years ago with the athletes of 
today. There is a great combination of talent in this 
room tonight.” 

Club athletes, friends and family packed into WV1 
Suite at Molineux Stadium where the birthday dinner 
was held. 

Tables were lined out across the room, where peo¬ 
ple took their seats to listen to awards being handed 
out. 

Brilliant 

A party atmosphere filled the room as names were 
read out for athletes to walk up to the stage and col¬ 
lect their awards. 

Around 50 awards were presented to athletes aged 
under 13 up to senior levels in track and field. 

Mary added: “The event was absolutely brilliant, I 
couldn’t have asked for it to go any better. 

“Denise (Lewis) didn’t come. It was a bit disap¬ 
pointing. She had the opportunity and we did expect 
her. 

“It was a lovely event, all people came together to 
share their stories.” 

On the eve of the 50th birthday celebrations, the 
club staged the David Coleman Mile Races, named in 
honour of the popular former broadcaster who was 
president of the club during its heyday. It featured 
seven races in different categories. 

The history of the club can be traced back to before 


“It was a lovely event, all 
people came together to 
share their stories.” 


the First World War in 1914, with a club based at 
Molineux with a track around the football pitch. 

A decade later, Wolverhampton Athletics Club was 
formed and in 1943 they merged with Penn Harriers 
to form Wolverhampton Harriers. After using vari¬ 
ous grounds in Compton, at Tettenhall College and 
at Marsh Lane the club moved to Aldersley Stadium 
in 1956. 

The municipal sports stadium was also home to 
Wolverhampton Wheelers Cycling Club. 

In 1967 Bilston was incorporated into Wolver¬ 
hampton in a local government reorganisation and 
the two local clubs, Wolverhampton Harriers and 
Bilston Town Athletic Club, merged to form Wolver¬ 
hampton and Bilston Club. 

The club went on to dominate track and field and 
was once the leading athletics club in Great Britain, 
winning the National League Division One for men 
from 1975 to 1982, the Men’s National Cup final in 
1976, 1977, 1979 and 1980. 

It also represented Britain in the European Clubs 
Cup from 1976-83 with the best finishing position 
of third. Several Olympic, Commonwealth and Eu¬ 
ropean medallists have represented the club, with 


famous athletes pulling on the Wolverhampton and 
Bilston best including Jim Auckett, Don Holliday, 
Verona Elder (nee Bernard), Maureen Tranter, 
Rosemary Stirling, Mike Bull, Phil Lewis, Ralph 
Banthorpe, Sonia Lannaman, Kathy Cook (nee Small¬ 
wood), Gary Cook and Tessa Sanderson. 

In 1960 Peter Radford broke the world 200m re¬ 
cord in 20.5s in an international held at Aldersley. 

The club suffered some decline in the 1980s. A 
spokesman said one of the chief reasons for this was 
that it is not possible to have eight lanes around the 
track due to the cycle track. 

“This has prevented the club from hosting some of 
the larger meetings. However in recent years the club 
has had a resurgence,” the spokesman added. 

Youngsters 

Male athletes now compete in the Midland’s Men’s 
League, while the females take part in the Midland 
Women’s League and the National League. 

Club nights are on a Tuesday and Thursday 
evening with youngsters, generally under 10s, meet¬ 
ing from 5.30 to 6.30pm and all other athletes from 
6.30-7.30pm. 

With 40 coaches, all England Athletics qualified, 
there is a comprehensive programme for all young¬ 
sters including running, throwing, jumping, hurdling 
and walking. 

Email Tracy Cresswell at Tracy@wolvesandbil- 
stonac.co.uk for further membership details. 


VIP treatment for 
former Dario heroes 

FORMER Darlaston players are being given the VIP treatment as the club 
embarks on the Birmingham County Vase this weekend. 

Darlaston Town (1874) remain the only club to have won the competi¬ 
tion in consecutive years, 1990/91 and 1991/92. They entertain Coventry 
Alliance side AEI Rugby on Saturday. Players and officials from that 90s 
era are invited back as VIP guests, with free admission, complimentary 
programme, pre-match, half-time and post-match hospitality. 

Among those in attendance will be Mark Bates, Mick Rawlings, Paul 
Brown, Phil Wood, Paul Rideout and Ian Hughes. Also likely to be there is 
former Walsall and Aston Villa player and manager of the 1991/92 Darlas¬ 
ton cup winning side Jimmy McMorran. 

The club is appealing to all former players and officials who played a sig¬ 
nificant role in the history of the club to attend and see the new-look team 
and venue at the Paycare Ground, Bentley Leisure Pavilion. Get in touch 
with chairman Neil Chambers on 07976 752698. 


All Vtfyton night as 
Cradley talk of Town 

BOSS Andy Wyton declared Cradley Town have been ‘dormant’ for too 
long, but they are now on the rise as they set about a five-year-plan to 
improve the club. 

Wyton is spearheading the project that bosses have put together to im¬ 
prove facilities and promote youth football. 

Cradley, formed in 1948, currently lie second in the West Midlands Pre¬ 
mier. And Wyton, a former player at the club, said: “Cradley have been 
dormant for too many years but we want to make sure they come out of it.” 

Their long-term project was drawn up at the end of last season, when 
Wyton became Town’s sole manager after former joint-boss Mark Jones 
mutually parted ways with the club. 

Cradley Town are based at The Beeches stadium, located in a housing 
estate on Beeches View Avenue in Cradley. Plans are in the pipeline to 
develop a number of junior sides and this has been boosted by the develop¬ 
ment of a miniature pitch. 


Look Hughes back 
for darts Grand Slam 

BLACK Country thrower Jamie Hughes is will be back on home soil next 
month after qualifying for the Grand Slam of Darts. 

Wolverhampton’s Civic Hall will host the tournament from November 
11-19, with world No.l Michael van Gerwen, legend Phil Taylor and dou¬ 
ble world champions Adrian Lewis and Gary Anderson among the biggest 
names lining up. 

And joining the Professional Darts Corporation (PDC) heavyweights at 
the £450,000 event are eight players from the British Darts Organisation, 
including Tipton thrower Hughes. 

Nicknamed Yozza, Hughes competes in a shirt of the Black Country flag 
and reached the second round on his debut last year. The 31-year-old has 
reached the semi-finals of the last two BDO World Championships, losing to 
the eventual winners - Scott Waites and Glen Durrant - on each occasion. 

New sponsors have come on board to support the Grand Slam, with Aus¬ 
trian-based betting company Bwin replacing Thai brewers Singha Beer. 
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Mason at helm after Mole's special night 


BIRMINGHAM racer David Mason will spend the 
2018 season on the opposite side of the fence after 
agreeing to become one of the club’s new owners. 

The 40-year-old, along with father Peter, was 
unveiled at Perry Barr on Wednesday in front of 
supporters at Tony Mole’s Farewell meeting. 

Mason was close to quitting the sport for good 
back in May after being released by Lakeside. 

But just a month later, Brummies team boss 
Graham Drury persuaded the West Sussex racer 
to join his Perry Barr outfit as a rider and devel¬ 


opment coach. He instantly took the club to his 
heart and after long talks with Mole and Drury, 
Mason has agreed to buy the club with his father. 

And he is looking forward to his new adven¬ 
ture. “It’s all happened so quickly it’s a bit un¬ 
believable to be honest,” Mason said. “From the 
moment I walked into the club I was so impressed 
with the facilities, the way everything was run so 
professionally, the fans were amazing. 

“This probably means my racing days are over 
because I’ll have other priorities to focus on off 


the track but I’m really excited about the road 
ahead.” 

Mason confirmed the club would be sticking in 
the National League for 2018 and refused to rule 
out a move up the tiers further down the line. 

The curtain came down on the Tony Mole era 
with a final fitting win for Brummies, 46-44 be¬ 
fore a big crowd. 

“I was delighted with the turnout from both 
Birmingham and Coventry and it was also nice to 
see a few neutral supporters too,” said Mole. “It 
was a special end to a career I am very proud of.” 


FOSTER INJURY 
SPARKS FEARS 


TONY PULIS admits 
Ben Foster’s knee in¬ 
jury is an ‘enormous 
worry’ and doesn’t 
have a timeframe for 
his return to action. 

Albion’s No.l missed Mon¬ 
day night’s 1-1 draw with 
Leicester after tweaking his 
knee playing football in the 
back garden with his son. 

He missed 10 months of football 
from April 2015 to January 2016 
with damage to his cruciate knee 
ligament and is due to go for more 
scans this week on his latest injury. 

To further complicate matters, 
stand-in keeper Boaz Myhill picked 
up a knock at the King Power Sta¬ 
dium. He believes it is just a dead 
leg, but that is yet to be confirmed 
by club doctor Mark Gillett. 

Scanned 

“Ben has hurt his knee which is 
an enormous worry for us because 
Ben is one of the best keepers in the 
Premier League,” said Pulis. 

“We’ve got to check. It might be 
minor, but we’ve got to make sure 



The Baggies’ Nacer Chadli takes aim with a long-range free-kick 


Heathens put 
up a battle as 
Eagles nick it 

IF THIS was to be Cradley’s final league 
match, they went out with more of a 
bang than a whimper, despite a 43-46 
defeat, writes Tim Hamblin. 

Doubts over available dates at Mon- 
more Green for 2018 have cast a shadow 
over the Heathens’ future. But if the end 
is looming, what better way would there 
have been to sign off than by denying 
visitors Eastbourne a top-of-the-table 
place? 

The Eagles needed victory to finish 
on the summit - and Cradley almost de¬ 
nied them. In a sport where the ultimate 
prizes are decided by play-offs, that may 
not count for too much - Eastbourne, 
indeed, are already halfway through the 
grand final and take a 12-point lead to 
Belle Vue tomorrow (Wednesday) for the 
decider. But you could see it mattered to 
the Heathens, despite a windswept night 
and what looked a lower-than-average 
attendance. After a nip-and-tuck night, 
it all came down to the last heat, with 
Cradley clinging to a single-point lead. 

Supporters’ cries rang out as skipper 
Tom Perry, returning from injury, swept 
to the front and guest Ben Hopwood 
worked his way into third. 

But Perry, still struggling with his 
arm, hit the shale on the pits turn. 

Hopwood could not land a blow in the 
rerun as Eagles pair Jake Knight, who 
was unbeaten from his five starts, and 
Josh Bailey closed out the win. 

Perry was distraught afterwards, say¬ 
ing: “I was getting there towards the 
end, just trying a bit too hard in heat 15 
to win the meeting for us. 

“But the track got slicker and slicker 
and I banged my arm again, the same 
problem as before. It’s one of them. A 
rubbish way to end the year.” 

Kinnard finishes 
first in age group 

BLACK Country Triathlete Rob Ken- 
nard, from Kingswinford, finished first 
in his age group at the Bedford Auto¬ 
drome Duathlon this weekend. 

The race was one of the season’s qual¬ 
ifying races for the 2018 European Du- 
athlons in Ibiza and involved a 10km 
run, 20km bike and a 5km run which 
Kennard completed in an overall time 
of 2:03:58. This placed him 27th overall 
and 1st in the 50-54 age group. 

This comes at the end of a successful 
year of racing which has seen him win 
his age group at the Powerman Duath¬ 
lon in Mallorca and don the GB suit 
several times for standard distance and 
long distance duathlon races at the Eu¬ 
ropean Championships in Sankt Wendel, 
Germany and World Championships in 
Zofingen, Switzerland where he finished 
8th in age group and 1st GB athlete 
home. 

His target for 2018 is to achieve an 
overall podium place at the European 
Championships and will be starting his 
training in full in the New Year. 


exactly what it is before we move on. 

“At the moment we don’t know 
exactly what it is. He’s just tweaked 
his knee and we’re a little bit con¬ 
cerned because he’s had the cruci¬ 
ate. 

“There was no way in a million 
years we were going to take the risk 
with him.” 

It was a big goal for Nacer Chadli 
- after the break, following a dreary 
first half of football - whose future 


‘One of the best keepers’ - Foster 

has been in question ever since he 
refused to go on Pulis’s pre-season 
trip to Austria. His effort, shortly 
after the hour-mark, looked to have 
given his head coach a much-needed 
win. But 10 minutes before the end, 
Riyad Mahrez latched on to an Islam 
Slimani knockdown to ensure the 
points were shared. 

Even though the Baggies have still 


never lost at the King Power Sta¬ 
dium, they will be ruing another op¬ 
portunity to get all three points two 
weeks after Watford’s late equaliser 
at The Hawthorns robbed them of 
victory at home. 

Despite that run, Pulis insists his 
team is making progress. 

“Listen, the quality at times, the 
team is evolving,” he said. “I think 


we’ve got better players in the team 
now, certainly from when I started. 

“You expect them to settle a little 
bit better on the ball. The last 20 
minutes when Leicester really threw 
everything at us, there were times 
we could have picked them off and 
the final pass and movement was 
poor. We can do better than that and 
we’ve got to do better than that.” 


Hard-earned 
away victory 
for Darlaston 

Bromyard 1 Darlaston Town (1874) 2 

Darlaston left Herefordshire with 
three points in the bag and their 10 
game unbeaten run in tact following a 
hard earned win. 

The confidence of Bromyard was evi¬ 
dent as early as the third minute when 
Liam Hodges rose high to a Rocco Mitch¬ 
ell cross to head home unopposed from 
six yards. The goal put the visitors on 
the back foot and whilst Bromyard 
didn’t create any clear chances they 
were on top for the opening 20 minutes. 

The pressure was relieved briefly with 
half chances falling to Tyrone Clarke 
O’Connell and Scott Broadway both 
coming to nothing. 

Midway through the first half the vis¬ 
itors started to find their feet and assert 
themselves as the home side conceded 
several free kicks. 

A half time roasting by manager 
Andy Parkes did the trick as the visi¬ 
tors scored a superb goal on 51 minutes. 
Luke Charlton and Sam Giles exchanged 
passes down the left flank, Giles beat his 
marker and crossed for Hayden Hughes 
who beat the of side trap to steer an 
eight yard volley beyond Alex Rhodes in 
the Bromyard goal. 

Darlaston were in front three minutes 
later, Giles again providing, cutting in 
from the left to lay the ball off to Ant 
Follows who created a shooting angle for 
himself to unleash a 20 yard shot which 
crept in at the foot of the post. 

Darlaston remained on top and com¬ 
fortably saw out the final minutes. 

Jack the lad back 
in frame for Villa 

JACK GREALISH got an hour of action 
as he made his much-anticipated return 
to the pitch on Monday night. 

The 22-year-old midfielder was in¬ 
volved from the start as Villa’s under-23s 
overcame their Wolves counterparts 2-0 
thanks to a pair of Harry McKirdy goals 
at the New Bucks Head in Telford. 

Grealish suffered damage to his kid¬ 
ney in a sickening blow with Watford’s 
Tom Cleverley during a pre-season 
friendly against Watford in July. 

At the time, boss Steve Bruce feared 
his young attacking livewire would miss 
as much as six months of action. Greal¬ 
ish made his Villa debut in May 2014. 
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